






















RV IDE NOE 


SELECT COMMITTEE. °° ~ 


OF THE 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


IN THE YEARS 1790 AND I7Q13, 


ON THE PART OF THE 
PETITIONERS 


- J FOR THE 


r 


Pe a a a a a ey 


ABOLITION OF THE SLAV E TRADE, 


cl 


—- 





EDINBURGH: 


Painted d for Th Rosexrson, Ne 39. South Bridge-tteees 
ES Ab eo gen Fey 


i 
bi 











death Soh Phir s alba: sae Pie Oe 


ls confequence of the numerous Petitions which were fent to Parlia- * 
snent from different Counties, Cities, and Towns of Great Britain, im ; | 
the year 1788, for the ABOL ITION of the SLAVE TRADE, it was 
determined by the Houfe of Commens to hear Evidence upon that fub- 
ject. 

The Slave-Merchants and Planters accordingly brought forward fe- 
veral perfons as witnefles, the firft in behalf of the continuance of 

‘the Slave-trade, the latter in defence of the Colonial Slavery. Thefe 
were heard and examined in the years 1789 and 1790. 

Several perfons were afterwards called on the fide of the Petitioners 
of Great Britain, to fubftantiate the foundation of their feveral peti- 
tions, and to invalidate feveral poinis of the evidence which the others 
had offered. Thefe were examined in the years 17g0, and 1791. 

This Abftraé is then made up from the evidence of the latter, in 
which little other alteration has been made than that of bringing 
things on the fame point into one chapter, which before lay feattered. 

| in different parts of the evidence; and this has been done to enable the 
| reader to fee every branch of the fubje& in a clear and diftin® (hape. 

The evidence for Africa and the Middle Paffage, on the fide of the 
Petitioners of Great Britain, is given by perfons, who have been to al- 
moft all the confpicuous parts of Africa, from the River Senegal to An- 
gola. Many of them have had: great opportunities of information, 
from having been refident on fhore, or having been up and down the 
different rivers, or from having made each of them feveral voyages- 
Among thefe, as well as among thofe who have only had the opportu. 
mity perhaps of a fingle voyage, are to be reckoned feveral refpedable 
perfons of education, obfervation, and leifure, and it is to be obferved, 

» that the information of the whole goes to things at different periods 
\ from the year.1744 to 1789. The evidences again for the Weft Indies 
’ and America are numerous and refpedtable. Many of them have had 
the advantage of being refident there for years, and the information 
which they have given, extends toe things as they were at various times 
if om 1753 to 1790. Of all thefe it muft be faid, that they are totally 
tfinterefted perfons, and therefore can have had nothing to biafs them 
-.ther one way or the other in the evidence they have given. The Edi- 
tor, onthe other hand, feels it incumbent upon him to acknowledge, 
that fome of them came up as evidences, from a fenfe of duty and this 
againft their own apparent interef, and under the threats and profpett of 
ufcring confiderably for Sach a condud. 
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' the Weft Indian publick prints. To begin with the former. 


© any flave fhall abfent him or herfelf from his or her owner, for the 








































‘Of the Evidences, on the other hand, brought forward by the flave. } 
merchants and planters, there are few indeed who are not deeply in= |’ 
‘terefted in the teftimony they have given, and the event of the decifion, | 
In the African part-of tke queftion, all but two are immediately con+ b 
cerned in the flave trade, and inthe Weft Indian, the Admirals only » 
can be fairly excepted. And of what does their information confitt but | 
of round and general affertions, without any fpecifick facts? Thefe aft 
dertions, however, are in behalf of the planters, and tend to-prove ‘the 
comforts and happinefs of their flaves. . : 
We have no right to fuppofe that perfons of their charaéter had any ' 
intention of mifleading the publick in a queftion of fo much importance | 
to the interefis of mankind; but we may fuppofe, that iz their fituation \ 
they bad little or no opportunity of obferving the treatment of the flaves $ j 
and this is a¢tually the fa@. "fhe Admirals, when on fhore, were al. ' 
moft entirely in the towns. Now all the evidences for the petitioners | 
of England are unanimous in afferting that the {laves in-the towns ap- 
pear to be better treated than thofe in the country. Hence the Admis 
xals may have been in fome meafure warranted in faying what they ' 
have done, but they ought to have obferved that their evidence related 
to but a partial and not the general body of the Slaves, and that their op- 
portunities of tiformation were exceedingly limited :and confined. 
When, however, they went into the country, their fituation again 
precluded them from getting the fame information as other men. Mr. He . 
Rofs, examined among others, fays, that as to the information which _ ' 
may have been gotten by thofe holding high commands in the Weft In- | 
dies, he cannot {peak decidedly; -but if it be meant to know whether y 
fuch, on occafional vifits to eftates, werelikely to obtain athorough know. : 
ledge of the treatment of flaves, be thinks they could not. He has often 
accompanied Goverxors and Admirals in their tours there. ‘The eftates y 
vifited, belonging to perfons of diftin@ion, might be fuppofed under the 4 
beft management. Belides all pofible care would be taken to keep every 
difgufting object from view, and on no account by the exercife of the 
whip or other punifhments, to harrow up the feelings of perfons of fuch 
diftinétion. q 
The above accounts fhew that the rank and Jituation of the Admirals‘ 
precluded them from feeing as much as ethers, or in other words, that : 
their opportunities of information were not as great as thofe of other men. 4 | 
Many other circumftances may be cited to prove the fame thing. Among 
thefe are the preambles and claufes of certain laws, and extraéts from 

















Bahama Iflands.—So lately as in 1784, it was enacted there, that “ j 









«« {pace of three months fucceffively, fuch flave fhall be deemed an out. 
« law, and, as an encouragement to apprehend and bring tojuftice fuch — 
«yunaways, any perfon or perfons who fhall apprehend any fuch rur- 






). ~_”_ AB 




















































| ; rR R ef - 
|e leayt either alive or dead, hall be paid out of the publick treafury 
™ twenty pounds; for every flave fo apprehended and taken,” &e. * 
St. Chrifopher’s —* An A& to prevent the cutting off or depriving any 
« flaves in this-ifland of any of their limbs or members, or otherwife 
@« difabling them.”—Paffed March rith, 1784. 
|. “ Whereas fome perfons have of late been guilty of cutting off and 
“ depriving flavesiof their ears, which practice is contrary to the prin-- 
E ciples of humanity and difhonourable to fociety; for prevention where- 
of in future, be it enacted by the Governor, &e. That if any owner 
“ or pofieffor of any negro or other flave in this jfland, fhall wilfully 
*« and wantonly cut or difable, or caufe or procure to be cut out or difabled 
“ the tongue; put out, or caufe or procure to be put. out, an eve, flit the 
“ nofe, ear, or lip, or cut off a nofe, ear, or lip, or caufe the fame to 
“ be done; or break or canfe to'be breken, the arm, leg, or any other 
“ Kimb, or member of any negro;” &c. The penalty: is. sool: currency, or 
|“ about 3001. fterling, and fix months imprifonment.” + 

Barbadoes—‘ An A& to prevent diftempered, maimed, and worn o: ¢ 
“ negroes, from infefting the towns, ftréets, and highways of thisif . 
“ Jand.”—Pafled Jan. 18, 178%. ; , Te 

«“ Whereas it has, for fome time paft, been the cruel pracice of 
“ fome perfons poffeffing negroes, who, from their old age and infirsmi- 
|“ ties, are incapable of further fervice to their inhuman owners, to drive 
‘them from their plantations to deg, /feal, or ffarve, which faid unhap- 
| “ py objects are daily infefting the publick ftreets-of the feveral towns. 

| * in this iland,” &c. The penalty to fuch owner is sl. currency, or a- 

W bout 3l. 12s. fterling; and the a@ ordains that thefe unhappy objects. 
| fhall be taken home to their matters. || 
| Grenada, 1788.—* Whereas. the laws heretofore made for the pro: 
“ tection of flaves have been found infufficient ; And ‘whereas humani- 
“ ty and the intereft of the colony require that falutary and adequate \, 
| ‘« regulations and provifions fhould be adopted for rendering their fer- 






“ vitude as limited and. ealy as poifible, and for promoting the increafe | 
of their population, as. the moft likely means of removing in the | 
“courte of time, the necefity of further importations of negroes from if j 
\ “ Africa; And whereas thele defirable ends. cannot be fo effectually 
« obtained as by pre/cribing reafonable bounds to the power of mafters, and 

“ others having the charge of flaves, by compelling them fufficiently and. = 
“ properly, to lodge, feed, clothe, and muintain them, &e. 
| _As to the extracts from the Weft Indian publick prints, the follow-- 
ing, among many others, may fuffice :— 

_ From the Jamaica paper, called the Cornwall Chronicle, of Decem-- 

“ber 29, 1787, it appears, That an addition to the Confolidated Slave: 
Law was propoled in thefe terms.:— 


* Privy Conncil’s Report, Pare. “ ibid. Privy Council’s Report.. 
A ij 




















“are “ Pompey, a creole negro man, marked on both fhoulders and, 


““ Whereas the extreme cruelties and inhumanity of the managers;| 
overfeers, and book-keepers of eftates, have frequently driven flaves 
into the woods, and occafioned rebellions and internal in furreétions, |, 
to the great prejudice of the proprietors, and the manifeft danger of p 
the lives of the inhabitants of this ifland; for prevention whereof, } 
be it enacted,” &e. “* And whereas alfo, it Srequently happens, that | 
flaves come to their deaths by hafty and fevere blows and other impro- 
per treatment of overleers and book-keepers, in the heat of pafion, and, || 
when fuch accidents do happen, the victims are entered in the plan- 
tation-books, as having died of convulfiens, fits, or other caufes not to 
be accounted for, and to conceal the real truth of the caufe of the, 
death of fuch flave or flaves, he or they is or are tmmediately put une , 
der ground,” &c. 

The member (Mr. Gray) who introduced the above; premifed, 
That to his own certain knowledge, very wnnatural punifbments were q 
often inflited on negroes; and that, in Jeveral infances, he had been 
{! obliged to interpofe as a magiftrate, to prevent a&ual rebellion from 
*‘fuch mhuman treatment. * 

In the Jamaica paper, called the. Gazette of St. Jago de la Vega, date | 
ed Od&ober 11, 1787, we number 67 runaway flaves advertifed, viz 
45 “ branded” and 52 without “ brands.” Among the former is “ Wil- 
*‘ liam, marked on the right fhoulder R A, heart and diamond between, 
“and on the left R A, heart at top,” alfo “« Katty on both fhoulders H P in 
*‘ one,” and ““Guy marked, on the right fhoulder WD, and on the left 
‘TH.”—In the fame Gazette, dated November 8th, 1787, there are’, 
notified 23 runaways marked, and 44 unmarked. Among thofe mark- 
ed is “ Apollo WS, on his face and breaft,”—“ Robert R P on each cheek, 
“and Kingfton marked YORKE on each fhoulder and breafts.”"—We , 
find, in the Cornwall Chronicle of Jamaica, dated December 14, 1778, 
“ 84 runaways advertifed, 13 of whom only are branded.” Among thefe . 
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* breafts ML, diamond on top,” James a carpenter “ branded on both 1 
* cheeks ” and “ Billy belonging to the King, marked broad arrow, on, 
“ the fhoulder.”—In the -Kingfton Morning Poit, of April 8th, 1789,_| 
feven runaways, froni-one owner are advertifed, namely “a fifherman, , 
“a taylor, a fhipwright, a femrftrefs, and three other wenches.” . In ! 
the fame paper we find, “ an old grey-headed Coromantee man,” a ruil. J 
away; 2lfo another taylor ‘“ marked on both fhoulders IT, and right | 
“ thoulder R G.”—In the Cornwall Chronicle of O& 10, 17%9,.a rune ’ 
away is advertifed named Prince, “ branded on the back, with a. 
*“ cattle mare ‘Tri.”—In the Kingfton Morning Poft, of Nov. 4, 17895 

we find again, feven runaways from one proprietor, viz “ an old. 
““ woman with her two fons and two daughters, one of them very, 
“big with child,” alfo a field negro and a carpenter. In the fup-, 
plement to the Cornwall! Chronicle of Nov. 7, 1749, there are 135 rune 
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; | the dates of the feveral acts or advertifements are in 1784, 1785, 1787, - 
| 
| 
I 
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Of the form-- 


at 


aways advertifed, viz. 48 with, and 87 without brands. 


er fome have two, three, and four brands in the face, breafis, and JShoul- 


ders. One in particular is “¢ marked DE on both cheeks and left fhoul-- 
« der.” Among thofe not branded is “« a woman with a wooden leg.” 
One man is diftinguifhed by having “ both ears cropt,” and another by 
“ his nofe and ears beink cut off” In the Jampica Daily Advertifer 
of Feb. 11, 1791, we find fix runaways advertifed by ene owner, Viz. 





| ewo men and four women, befides a girl child of one of the latter. Both 


the men and two of the women are of one family, being an old woman, 
her brother, her fon, and her grand nephew (marked R D C) and who ab- 
fented themfelves at different times.—An advertifement in the Jamaica 
Daily Advertifer of Feb. 24, 1791, begins thus :—“ Feb. 22, 1791, Efcaped 
« on Sunday laft with a chain and collar round his neck, a negro man of the 
« Mandingo country, marked TY 4 on top,” &e. 

In the Barbadoes Gazette of Jan.14,.1784, the reader will find this 





| adyertifement—— 


“ Abfented herfelf from the fervice of the fubfcriber, a yellow fkin ne-- 
«ero wench, named Sarah Deroral,” whofe perfon and furmifed place 
of concealment, being very particularly defcribed, the advertifement~ 


: ¥ , 
|) ends with thefe words “ Whocver will apprehend the faid wenob ALIVE 
or DEAD, foal receive two. moidores reward from 


Josprpx Cuaries:-Howarp.”” 


The claufes, preambles, and advertifements juft cited will, it is pre-- 


| famed, without any farther extracts, bring addition al conviction to the * 


mind of the reader, that the Admirals could have known little or no- 

thing about the treatment of the flaves during their refidence in the: 

ifland: for they fhew, firft, that the flaves have been infufficiently~ 
fed, lodged, and clothed ; that they have been under the power of the’ 
fonable degree; that they have been of- 
bour, “ to beg, fteal, or ftarye ;”- 
that they have been 


mafter and overfeer to an unrea 
ten turned adrift, when incapable of la 
that their ears and nofes have been flit and cut off ; 
-alfo otherwife disfigured as well as deprived of limbs and members ;« 
that they have been fuddenly murdered and buried; and that in fome™ 
\cafes where they have run away, rewards have. been offered to indif- - 
bring them to their owners alive or dead. They fhew, . 


ferent perfons to 
have happened, and that 


fecondly, that thefe diflerent circumftances 
many of them mutt have been notorious (or why were laws introduced © 
by the colonifts themfelves-for their prevention ?) fince the year 1 765, for ° 


1788, 1789, and 1791. But if they muft have been motorzous fince the - 

year 1783, it is clear (the treatment of the flaves having improved 

though not kept pace with the improvement of the age) that they mufe~ 

have been equally notorious previous to the year 1783, that is to fay, at= 

the very time the Admirals were in the different Mlands with their re-- 
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tpective fleets. Now the Admirals are as filent about thefe notorictis 
facts in their evidence, as if they had never exifted at all. If they knew 
them and concealed them (which we cannot believe) their evidence is 
‘unworthy of refpe@ upon this occafion; and if they did not know them, 
it only confirms what has been faid before, that they had not the fame 


epportunities as other men,.and that they were therefore incompetent as 
evidences upon fo great a queftion. 


6 


The Admirals again have fhewn themfelves egregioufly ignorant of | 


of a mojt notorious law, a law too, which exifts at the prefent day, 
namely, “ that the evidence of a flave is not valid againft anv ble 
man.” Had they been acquainted with this, they would have perceiv- 
ed inftantly that it was in any mafter’s power to * torture or even murs 
er his flave with impunity, and this in the fight of a thoufand black 
{pe&ators, provided he only took care that no white perfon beheld him, 
Had they known this, they would have perceived the unprotected ftate 
of the flaves, and would never have fpoken as they have. It is impof- 
fible, therefore, that they could have become acquainted with this law, 
and this only brings us to the fame conclufion as before, viz. their ines 
capacity as evidences on the fubjett of the meatment of the flaves. 
. Before the Preface is clofed, it may ‘be neceflary to anticipate, that 
Some one may afk the Editor, why he has given in this Abftra@ the Evi« 
dence on the part of the Petitioners only, and omitted that which has 
been adduced, on the other fide. To this the Editor might reply, that 


it is the bufinefs of the Slave-merchants and Planters if they think their ~ 


cafe defenfible by the evidence they have produced, to do it, but he would 
rather with to reply, THAT IT 1s UNNECESsSAnY: for admitting the wit- 
neffes on the part of the Slave-merchants and Planters never to have 
Jeen among them all even one fingle inflance of enormity, either in Africa, 
or on the Middle Paffage, or in the Weft Indies, (which none of them 
will pretend to aflert) this negative evidence can make nothing againf 
the numberlefs poftive and _/pecifick facts mentioned in this Abftrad to 
bave fallen under the eves of the witnefes on the other fide. Thefe po- 
fitive and {pecifick inflances mu/t therefore /till and uncontradiéted and 
true. ‘They mutt ftill ftand as having pofitively happened: and if but a 
{mall part of them only did ever happen, this fmall part would be a 
fufficient reafon for the Abolition of the Slave-Trade. 


* Though the reader has feen laws enacted to prevent mafters from cutting off the ears 
and nofes of their flaves, and being guilty of other cruelties, he is not to imagine that the 
mafter camiot do them now as heretofore ; for it is clear, that while a flave’s evidence 
is not admiffible aga nft a white man, he may do them with impunity at the prefent 
@ay. _ 
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ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE. 


Barts (Geoxcr, Eq.) refided 24 years in South Carolina and Georgia, 
Grit as a merchant, afterwards as a planter, and then as Com- 
miflary General of Georgia. He was in Yamaica alfo from about 
December, 1778, to February or March, 1779.—[Book HL p. 181. 

of the Original Evidence*. ; 

Beverly, (William, Ef. Lincoln’s Inn) was born in Virginia, and lived 

there the firft 16 years of his life: he yeturned in 1786, and retid- 
ed afterwards above two years in diflérent parts of America.— 


t WtLV.. 214.) 
Lease. (Henry, Efy.) went to the Weft Indies in 1779 and, in about 
j ie two years, vifited all the iflands, E:nglifh and French, and was 


employed by Government in Grenada. He directed a fugar eftate 
j ~ for a fhort time in the Weft Indies but he carried on fugar works 
| > ,many.years at Bencoolen in the Eaft Indies —(1V. 241.] A ie ay 
Bowman, (Mr. ohn) was in the African employ, from 1765 to 1776, . 
| mofitly on the Windward Coaft, as third, fecond, and chief mate. 
', He was alfo eight months refident as a factor at the head of the 


vs "River Sierra Leon, and feventeen or eighteen months at that of 


the River Scaffus in Africa —1V BE | 
m, (Yon, Elg-) was upwards of twetity years In. Maryland.— 


mLLV. 240. | ; N 
efon, (Mr. Thomas) was at Famaica in 1762 and 1763, and from 
89, For the firft two years he. 






















— 1768 to 1778, and from 1786 to 17 
a * The Evidence, according to the method in which it was printed for the Houfe of 
- Commons, is divifible into four Parts: the Raman Capitals therefore fhew the part in 
which the Evidence of the perfon is to be found, and the Figures the Page where it be- 
gins, tor the fatisfaction of ach ag may be in pofledion of the Original Zooks. 
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was in the feafaring line, but the reft of the time as whar 
and pilot.—f{IVv, 207. 

Claxton, (Mr Ecroide) failed in the Garland, for Africa, in 1788, ¢ 
furgeon’s mate, and there, on the Bonny Coaft, commenced fa 
geon to the Young Hero flave-veflel—[IV. 23. 

Cook, (Captain) of the Soth regiment, was in Barbadoes, St. Lucia, §; 
Kitts, &c. in 1890 and 1781. [IV.—199.] 

Cook, (Mr. Mark) arrived in Yamaica in 1774, and left it 1790; wa 
three years in the planting bufinefs: the reft of the time as cler, 
and {choolmafter there.—[IV 889.] : 

Coor, (Henry, Gent.) was in Famaica fifteen years, ending in 1774, a! 
a mill-wright, chiefly in Hefimoreland, but did bufinefs in thre | 
other parithes.—[IV. 69.] 

Crew, (Robert, Efq.) is a native of Virginia, and always refided there 
till 1783.—[IV. 250.] 

Dalrymple, (Henry Hew, Efq ) was lieutenant in the 74th regiment, ir 
garrifon at Goree, and on various parts of the Coaft, from May te 
the end of September, 17.79. He was, on his pailage to. the Wej 
Indies, m a flave velfel two months. He was three times in the Wes | 
Indies; in 1773 at Grenada fix months; in 1779 and 1780 at Ant?, 
Suit, Barbadoes, Tobago, St. Lucia, and St. Chriftopher’s ; and, in| 
1788 and 1789, at Grenada, Cariacou, St. Vincents, and Tobago.— 

Ul. 2912.] 

Dower (The Rev. Afp.) refided at Barbadoes fourteen years, the three 
laft learning the management of a fugar eftate; he left it 21 years 
ago.—[IV. 184.] 

Davijon, (Baker) Yieatenant of the late 79th regiment, was in Famaica'| 
from the middle of 1771 to the end of 17-3, except a few months 
on the Spani/o Main. He alfo pracifed furgery in Yamaica.— 

: IV. ts0. - 

Deus? Mr. ea was, in 1769, a voyage to the Coaft of Africa for 
flaves. From 1774 to 1783 he refided at Bofton and New-York.— 
III. 100, , 

Hwee ee John) boatfwain of the RuTel man of war, was oné 
voyage to the Coaft of A/rica for flaves in 177) —[TVe Patt 

Duncan, (Mr. William) was in Antigua from January 178s to July 
1789, firft as clerk in a ftore for fix or eight months, aftérwards 
as overfeer for about two years anda half. The reft of the time 

he kept a ftore for himfelf.—[TV. '4t.] } 

Ellifon, (Mr. Henry) gunner of the Refiftance man of war, was in the | 
{lave trade from 1759 to'1 770. He has been in many Wet India | 
Iflands, particularly Barbadoes and Famaica: He has alfo been 
many voyages to Virginia and Maryland, and often on the tobacco 
plantations while the flaves were at work.—{ TIT, 361.) 

Falconbridge, (Mr Alexander, furgeon) was four voyages to Africa for || 
flaves, from 1780 or 178: to 17%7. In the firft he was taken at 
Cape Mount in the Tartar. The other three were regular voyages 

If, 481 F 
uae ; Mr. William) was in Yamaica from June 1771 to March | 
1786, as overfeer the laft ten years, but the former part of the 
time book-keeper, except for the firft fix months when he was clerk 

to a ftore in Kingflon —[1V. 205.] 

Forfter, (Mr. Robert.) was in every Britifh Ifland, except Famaica, in 
all about fix years, ending in 1772; the firtt four years he was ap- 
prentice in a ftore in St. Fobn’s, Antigua, the reft of the time a 
midihipman and fecond mafter and pilot of the King’s brig Endea- | 
vour, He lived among the town flaves, and often went to collest 
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B Morely, (Mr. ames) Gunner of his Majefty’s 









d WAMES OF THE WITNESSES. 
‘debts and vifit managers in the country. When in the King’s fhip, 
he fpent much of his time among them.—[IV. 129.] 3 


Wiles, (Mr. Fobn) farmer, near Hay, Brecknock/hire, was in Mont/fer- 


rat from.1757 to 1762, in Grandterre in 1763, in Grenada 1764 and 
part of 1765, in North America the reft af 1765, in St. Croi« from 
1774 to 1778.—[IV. 74. | : 


files, (Captain) of the roth regiment of foot, was in Barbadoes, Anti- 


gua, St. Lucia and Famaica, from June 1782 to April1790, except 
about 14 or 14 months in England.—[IV. 103. ] r 


Wall, (Captain) of the Royal Navy, was at Barbadoes and the Leeward 


Flands from \769 to 1773; and from 1780 to 1782 at thole places, 
and at Yamiaca and St. Domingo.—l1V_ 99 


: a 
ol, (Captain Sohn Afbely) now in the Weft India trade from Lozdort, 


was in the African trade fron 1772 to 1776 inclufive. He made 
two voyages to A/7ica for flaves as third, fecond, and chief mate.— 


[IL 513.] 


Warrifon, (M. D.) was upwards of ten years in Yamaica, from 1755 to 


1764, and in America from 1765 to 1778, and in the medical line 
in both.—[TV. 44.] i 


Wilts, (Captain Yohn) of the Royal Navy, was at Goree and up the Gam- 


gia, as commander of his Majefty’s hoop Zephyr, at the end of 178 
and beginning of 1782, in all about fix. months. (IIL 176.) 


How, (Anthony Pantaleo, Efq.) was in Africa in 1785 and 1736, chiefly 


on the Gold ee in the Grampus man of war, employed by go» 
vernment as a botanift.—[IIl. 219.] 


Sack fon, (Robert, M. D.) went to Yamaica in 17745 and refided there 


' -~four years, chiefly at Savanna-la-Mar, where ine practifed medi- 
cine. His profeffion led him daily eight or ten or more miles into 
the country. He has occafionally been in molt parts of the ifland, 
He went alfo to America to join his regiment (the qift) m 1778, 

“avith which he went through all the fouthern provinces.—[UL. £4. | 
"Yeffreys, (Mr. Ninian ) Mafter in the Royal Navy, was at Jamaica in 
1773, Lobago 1774, Famaica 1775; Grenada 1776, Tortola 1779s 
as mate of a. Weft Indiaman, and employed in taking of fugars 
from the diferent eftates, but in 1782 Antigua, and St. Kitts 1783, 

é a Yamaica a few days in 1784, in the Royal Navy.—[III. 

ans - 

Kiernan, (ames, Efg.) was in, Africa i 1775; 1776, 1777; and 1778, 


J : 
to learn the nature of the trade, to carry it on. He refided on the 


} &  R- Senegal.—[IV. 237.] : 
‘Lloyd, (Captain Thomas) in the Royal Navy, was in the Weft Indies in 
* “ y979. He commanded his Majetty’s hip Glafgow, and was burnt 


iy . S 
out of her in Montego Bay, Yamatca.—|1V. 147.] 


| Millar, (Mr. George) Gunner of his Majefty’s thip Pegafe, has been in 


Africa. His lat voyage awas to Oid Calabar in 1767, in the fhip 
Canterbury, Captain Sparkes.— (IIL 484) 4 

fhip Medway, made fix 
voyages to Africa, the firft in 1760, the laft in 1776. He has been 
ever jince in the: King’s fervice. He has vifited mof parts of A/ri- 
i ca from the beginning of the Gold Coaft to Angola.—{ lil. 149-] 


“Newton, (the Rev. ohn) Rector of Sz. Mary, Woolnoth, made five Voy- 


sages to Africa; in the laft in 1754 he was. mafter of a flave fhip. 


) . *He lived on fhore about a year and a,half, chiefly at the ifland (ple 
-— Plantanes, at the mouth of the &. Sherbro-—(Mll. 137-] 
Nicholls, (the Rev. Robert Boucher.) Dean of Middiehamn, orkfhire, Was 
born in Barbadoes, and refided there foms years in his youth, and 
two years after he was of age, from 1763 to 177°, when in holy 
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NAMES OF THE WITNESSES. 


orders. In his laf refidence, he lived on a very large plantatio 
and obferved the management of that and the furrounding eitate 
—f III 326. 


Parker, (Mr. Ifaac) fhip-keeper of the Melampus frigate, failed i} 
1764 to the R, Gambia, and in 1765 to Old Calakar. He lived fiv 
months on fhore at New Célabar He has been more than on 
in the Weft Indies, in Jamaica, Barbadoes, Antigua, the Grenade| 
&e—[1l. 122. 

Rooke, (Major General) was in Africa, 
16, 1779.—[IIL. 45: ] 

Rees, (the Rev. Thomas Gwynn) arri 
1782, as Chaplain of his 
the fix weeks he was ther 


10 


at Goree, from May 6, to Aug 


ved at Rarbadoes in the end o 
Tajefty’s fhip Princefs Amelia, Durinj 
e he vilited the plantations within foul 


or five miles of Bridge-town. He was between two and three month 
allo at S#, Lucia. —{ 10. 24>, 


Refs, (Hercules, Elq.) refided from 1761 to 178 
occafionally in Hifpaniola, He was in ey 
iland.—f[1V, 252; 

Rofs, (Captain Robert) was from 1762 to 1786 in 2 


chiefly in ¥amazca, and 
ery parifh in the former 


amaica, He was 
for three years and a half q book-keeper, and afterwards an over. 


feer on three eftates. He then commanded a company of Rangers 
for fix years. In 1775 he fettled a property of his own, and refid.' 
ed on it from 1781 to 1786.—[IV. 63.] 
Savage, (Fobn, Efg.) refided in. Carolina’ from 1729 to 1774.—[IV, 
247. 
Scott, ( ace Alexander) of the Royal Navy, was from Senegal to @ 
Coaft in his Majefty’s fhip Merlin, in 1769. He has alfo been in! 
the We? Indies meV 298. f ; 
Simp/fon, (Lieut, John) of the Marines, went out in his Majefty’s thi 
Adventure, and “was on the Coajt of Africa, chiefly from Cettra | 
Crue to Accra, in 1788 and 1789.—[ IV. 40.] 
Smith, (Captain ¥obn Samuel ) of the Royal Navy, was in the Weft Irn 
a in 1772,.1777, and 1778, for above a year altogether.—[1V,, | 
136. 
Storey, (Lieut, Richard) in the Royal Navy, was from 1766 to 1770, on 
every part of the Coaf from § Leon to the R. Gabon.—[IV. 3.) 
Stuart, (the Rev. James) vifited many of the Weft India Lege En g- 
lith and French, in 1768 and 1772, when he returned to American 
He had a twenty years acquaintance with the condition of flaves 
upon that continent.—[IV. 175. ] 
Terry, (Mr. ¥ohn) was in Grenadg from 1776 to 1790, the firft fevens 
or eight years as an overleer, then a manager *.—[IV. 107.] 
Terry, (Mr. Matthew) was four years in Dominique as book-keeper_ | 
and overfeer, one at Tobago as land-furveyor, in the King’s ferat 


vice, and feven in Grenada, ending in 1781, asa colony furvey-_ 
or.—[TV, 82. 


Fhompjon, (Captain Thomas Bolton) of the Royal Navy was fecond lieu. | 
tenant of the Grampus in 1734 1735, and 1786, and commanded 
his Majefty’s fhip the Nautilus in 1787, in carrying out the Black. 

‘Poor to Sierra Leon, where he was from the beginning of May, toy 
the end of September,—[III. 167. | , 

Fottenham, (Major-General) went out to the We/t-Indies in 1779, with 

four regiments under his command. He was abour twenty months: 


in Barbadoesand fome time at St. Lucia, St. Kitts, and St. Euflutiuse. 
ome te 


* The chie’ perfon who faperintends a fugar eftate, is 


called in Jamaica the overfeer, | 
and in the Windward Mlands the nhianager, wh 


exe the driver is often called overfeer. 





— NAMES OF THE WITNESSES. — nO ee 
yun, (Mr. Fames) Carpenter of his Majefty’s fhip Syren, made two 
voyages in 1760 and 1768 tothe: I/les de Los and Grand Cape Mount. 


' In the firft he was between feven and eight months on the Coaft as 
_ a boy; in the fecond, as carpenter, he Raid more than fix. months.— 
g 


TW ai ee : 
é. a ee M. D.) Surgeon in the Royal Navy, was a voyage in 
the African flave trade, from Liverpool, in 1783, as furgeon of the 
| Brookes, Captain Noble. He was ten months on the coaft,—T[IIl. 
80.) 
been, (Charles Berns, Efq.) Chief Dire@tor of the Aflay Office in 
| ‘Sweden, was in Africa near three months, in 1787 and 1788, with 
Doéor Spaarman, engaged by the King of Sweden to make difcove- 
ries.—[III. 18, and19.]_. 
Vi2/o2, (Captain Thomas) of the Royal Navy, was between five and 
fix months in Africa, between Cupe Blanco and the River Gambia, 
in 1783 and 1784, as commander of his Majefty’s fhip Race-horfe: 
- he was fent out to embark the troops and ftores from Goree.— 
B (ill. 3, and 4.] 
Tilfon, (Mr. Ifaac) Surgeon in the Navy, made one voyage to Africa 
"jn the Elizabeth, Smith from London. He failed the toth of May, 
| 1788; and returned 6th of December, 1789—[11. 561. ] 
Voodward, (George, Efq.) is both an owner and mortgagee of property 
' in Barbadoes, where he refided in 1782 and 1783, and was alfo 
, there in 1777.—[1V. 233.] 
Toodward, . vn Yofeph) was in Barbadoes in 1788, 1789, and 1790.— 
b B{ TV. 226. . 
bho (Thomas, Efq.) was in the Weft Indies from 1753 to 317733 
but in the interim took three trips to England, and two to America, 
| he was in the mercantile line, chiefly at Tortola> He was alfo oc- 
| cafionally at Barbadoes, Antigua, and St. Kitts—[UI. 264.] 
foumg, (Sir George) Captain in the Royal Navy, was four voyages to 
Africa, in 1767, 1768, 1771, and 1772 from Cape Blanco to Cape 
el including every Englith fettlement, and fome Dutch.—[1U. 
205... 
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Manner of making Staves from the River 
| _  SeNneEcGaL to the River Gamsia. 








LT 9 U8 See 
be Natives of Africa on the Per- | 


| Sous of one another, to procure Slaves for the Europeans— 
proved by the teftimony of fuch as have vifited that Continent, 
—and confirmed by Accounts from the Slaves themfelves, af=. 
ter their arrival in the Weft Indies, : 

‘Ve Trade for Slaves, (fays Mr. Kiernan) in the River Se- 

/negal, was chiefly with the Moors, on the Northern Banks, 

| who got them very often by war, and not feldom by kidnap- _ 

ping ; that is, lying in wait near a village, where there was 

| 20 open war, and feizing whom they could. | 

| He has often heard of villages, and feen the remains of 

fuch, broken up by making the people flaves. 

_ That the Moors ufed to crofs the Senegal to catch the ne- 

| groes, was fpoken of at Fort Louis as notorious; and he has 

‘ay inftances of it where the perfons fo taken were ranfom- 

ed. . . 

_ General Rooke fays, that kidnapping took place in the ~ 

ie of Goree. It was {poken of as a common 








practice. It was reckoned difgraceful there, but he cannot 
peak of the opinion about it on the Continent. He remem- 
bers two or three inftances of negroes being brought to Go- 
who had. been kidnapped, but he could not difcover by 
mm, At their own requeft he immediately fent them back. 
Mr. Dalrymple found that the great droves (called Caffel- 
s or Caravans) of flaves brought from inland, by way of 
Galam, to Senegal and Gambia, were prifoners of war. Thole 
d to veflels at Goree, and near it, were procured either by 
grand pillage, the leffer pillage, or by robbery of indivi- 
ls, or in confequence of crimes. ‘The grand pillage is ex- 
uted by the king’s foldiers, from three hundred to three 
oufand at a time; who attack and fet fire to a village, and 
cize the inhabitants as they can, The fmaller parties gene- 
ally lie in wait about the villages, and take off all they can 
urprife ; which is alfo done by individuals, who do not be- 
Hlong to the king, but are private robbers. Thefe fell their 
: ’ “ : B : 
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74 
prey on the coa{t, where it is well known no queftions as to} 
the means of obtaining it are afked. 
As to kidnapping it is fo notorious about Goree, that he ne- || 
ver heard any perfon deny it there. Two men while he was || 
there offered a perfon, a meffenger from Senegal to Rufico, 
for fale to the garrifon, who even boafted how they had ob-| 
tained him. Many alfo were brought to Goree while he was} 
there, procured in the fame manner. 
Thefe depredations are alfo practifed by the Moors: he faw 
many flaves in Africa who told him they were taken by them ; }j 
particularly three, one of whom was a woman; who cried ve- }j 
ry much, and feemed to be in great diftrefs ; the two others | 
were more reconciled to their fate. 
Captain Wilfon fays, that flaves are either procured by in- | 
teftine wars, or kings breaking up villages, or cri..es real of || 
imputed, or kidnapping. ; 
Villages are broken up by the king’s troops furrounding , 
them in the night, and feizing fuch of the inhabitants as fait | 
their purpofe. This practice is moft common when there is) 
no war with another ftate. { 
It is univerfally acknowledged that free perfons are fold for , 
real or imputed crimes, for the benefit of their judges. 
Soon after his arrival at Goree, king Damel fent a free 
man to him for fale, and was to have the price bim/elf. Oue 
of the king’s guards being afked whether the man was guilty || 
of the crime imputed to him, anfwered, that was of no cons, 
sequence, or ever inquired into. Captain Wilfon returned the», 
man. 4 
Kidnapping was acknowledged by all he converfed with t | 
be generally prevalent. It is the firft principle of the natives, 
the principle of felf-prefervation, never to go unarmed, while, 
a flave veffel is on the coaft, for fear of being ftolen. Whe 
he has met them thus armed, and inquired of them through, 
his interpreter, the reafon of it, they have pointed to a French | 
flave veflel then lying at Portudal, and faid their fears arof 
from that quarter. As a pofitive inftance, he fays, a-courier, 
of Captain Lacy’s, his predeceflor, though a Moor, a free) 
man, and one who {poke the French language fluently, wag) 
kidnapped as he was travelling on the Continent with diff 
patches on his Britannick Majefty’s account, and fold to @, 
French-veflel, from which he, Captain Wilfon, after much) 
trouble, a€tually got him: back. i 
When he prefided in a court at Goree, a Maraboo fwore 
with an energy which evinced the truth of his evidence, tha 
his brother, another Maraboo, had been kidnapped in the a 
of drinking, a moment émown to be /acred by their religiong) 
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> 5 Gk eins aa 
zuer Senegal to the River Gambia. £5 
at the inftigation of a former governor, who had taken a dif- 
like to him. This was a matter notorious at Goree. 

| Mr. Wadftrom knows flaves to be procured between Sene- 
gal and Gambia, either by the general pillage, or by robbery 
iby individuals; or by ftratagem and deceit. 

| 
Ihorfeback, armed, who feize the unprepared. Mr. Wad- 
ftrom, during the week he was at Joal, accompanying one of 
thofe embafhies which the French governor fends yearly with 
prefents to the black kings, to keep up the flave trade, faw 
parties fent out for this igus pales by king Barbefin, almoft 
Meu day. ‘Thefe parties went out generally in the evenmg, 
nd were armed with bows and arrows, guns, piftols, fabres, 
* long lances. 

The king of Sallum praétifes the pillage alfo. Mr. Wad- 
trom faw twenty-feven flaves from Sallum, twenty-three of 
whom were women and children, thus taken. 

He was told alfo by merchants at Goree, that king Damel 
pra@tifes the pillage in like manner. 

Robbery was a general way of taking fingle flaves. He 
pnce faw a woman and a boy in the flave hold at Goree; 
he latter had-been taken by ftealth from his parents in the 
interior parts above Cape Rouge, and he declared, that fuch 
jobberies were very frequent in his country; the former, 
t Rofifco, from her hufband and-children. He could flate 
everal intances of {uch robberies. He very often faw negroes 
hus taken brought to Goree. Ganna of Dacard was a noted 
ban_fiealer, and employed as fuch by the flave merchants there. 
| As inftances of itratagem employed to obtain flaves, he re- 
ates, that a French merchant taking a fancy to a negro, who 
vas on a vifit at Dacard, perfuaded the village, for a certain 
rice, to feize him. He was accordingly taken from his wife, 
tho wifhed to accompany him, but the Frenchman had not 
nerchandize enough to buy both. Mr. Wadftrom {aw this 
egro at Goree, the day he arrived from Dacard, chained, and 
ring onthe ground, exceedingly diftrefled in his mind. 

| The king of Sallum alfo prevailed on a woman to come in- 
> his kingdom, and fell him fome millet. On her arrival, he 
ized. and fold her to a French officer, with whom Mr. Wad- 
rom faw this woman every day while atyGeree.’ 

Mr. Wadiftrom was on the ifland of St. Louis, up the Sene- 
al alfo, and on the continent near the river, asitl fays, that 
1 the flaves fold at Senegal, are brought down the river, 
xcept thofe taken by the robéery of the Moors in the neigh- 
puthood, which is fometimes conducted by large parties, im 
hat are called petty wars, 
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The general pillage is executed by the king’s troops on | 
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Captain Hills faw while lying between Goree and the contt- 
nent, the natives, in an evening, often go out in war dreffes, | 
as he found to obtain flaves for king Damel, to be fold. The 
reafon was, that the king was then poor, not having received 
his ufual dues from us. He never faw the parties that went | 
out return with flaves, but has often feen flaves in their huts 
tied back to back. He remembers alfo, that fome robbers 
once brought him a man bound on board the Zephir, to fell, | 
but he, Capt. Hills, would not buy him, but fuffered him to | 
efcape. 

The natives on the continent oppofite to Goree a// go arm=>\| 
ed, he imagines for fear of being taken. 

When in the River Gambia, wanting fervants on board his | 
fhip, he exprefled a wifh for fome volunteers. A black pilot | 
in the boat called two boys who were on fhore, carrying baf- 
kets of fhallots, and afked Capt. Hills if they wow/d do, in . 
which cafe he would take them off, and bring them to him. . 
This he declined. From the eafe with which the pilot did, 
it, he concludes this was cuftomary. : 

The black pilot faid the merchantmen would not refufe fuch - 
an offer. We apprehends thefe two boys were free people, : 
from the pilot’s mode of fpeaking, and from his winking, im- 
plying it was an illicit thing. . 

A boy, whom he bought from the merchants in the fame 
river, had been carried in the night from his father’s houfe, . 
where a fkirmifh had happened, in which he believes he faid, 
both his parents, but he well remembers, one were killed. 
The boy faid many were killed, -and fome taken. , 
| Mr. Ellifon fpoke the Mundingo language, in confequence , 
5 of whith he has often converfed with flaves from the Gambia, | 
¥ 3 to which river he made three voyages, and they univer, 
informed him, that they had been /o/en and fold. 

The natives up the River Scaflus informed Mr. Bowman, . 
1 | that they had got two women and a girl, whom they them 
brought him, in a {mall town which they had furprifed im. 
- 1€ night ; that others had got off, but they expeGed the ref 
£ the party would bring them in, in two or three days. Mi | 
whet arrived, they brought with them two men whom Mrg_ 
Bowman knew, and had traded with formerly; upon queftions 
ing them, he difcovered the women he had bought to be theit 
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taal wives. Both men and women informed him, that the ware. 
men had taken them while a/fleep. 4 
| The war-men uled to go out, Mr. Bowman fays, once op. 


twice in eight or ten days, while he was at Scaflus, It was | 
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heir conftant way of getting flaves, he believed, becaufe they 
jalways came to the factory before letting out, ed demanded: 
powder, ball, gun flints, and {mall fhot ; alfo rum, tobacco, 
land a few other articles. When fupplied, they blew the horn, 

made the war cry, and fet off. If they met with no flaves, 

they would bring him fome ivory and camwood. Sometinies 
he accompanied them a mile or fo, and: once joined the party, 
lanxious to know by what means they obtained the {flaves. 
(Having travelled all day, they came to a {mall river, whem 
ie was told they had but a little way farther to go. Having 
crofed the river, they {topped till dark. Here Mr. Bowman 
(it was about the middle of the night) was afraid to go far- 
her, and prevailed on the king’s fon to leave him a guard of 
- men. In half an hour he heard the war cry, by which 
he underftood they had reached a town. Jn about half an 
hour more they returned, bringing from twenty-five to thirty 
men, women and children, fome at the breaft. At this time 
ne faw the town zm Aames. When they. had re-croffed the ri- 
wer, it was juft day light, and they reached Scaflus about: 
mid-day. The prifoners - were carried to different parts of the 
own. They are ufually brought in with ftrings around their 
pecks, and fome have their hands tind acrofs, He never faw 
my flaves there who had been convicted of crimes. 

He has been called up in the night to fee fires, and told by 
the towns people that it was war carrying on. 

Whatever rivers he has traded in, fuch as Sierra Leon,. 
unk, and Little Cape Tlount, he has ufually pailed burnt aod 
leferted villages, and leofuedi ‘from the ‘natives in the boat 
Pp him, that war had been there, and the natives had been 

ken in the manner as before de Boies, and carried to the 
dips. 

_ He has alfo feen fuch upon the Coa/#.: while trading at: 
arand Bafflau, he went on fhore with four black traders to: 
he town a mile off. In the way, there was a town deferted, 

with only two or three houfes ftanding) which feemed tohave 

peen.a large one, as there were two fine plantations of rice rea- 

y for cutting down. A little further on they came to ano-. 
her village in much the fame flate. He was told the firft 
own had been taken by war, there being many /bips then ly- 

iy at Baffau the people of the other had moved higher up. 

: he country for fear of the white men. In pafling along to: 

jae trader’s town he faw feveral villages deferted ; thefe the 

atives faid had been deftroyed by war, and the people taken: 

ut and fold. 

Sir oi Young found flayes to be procured by war, by 
| B ij 
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crimes, rea/ or imputed, by kidnapping, which is called panye | 
ering, and a fourth mode was the inhabitants of one village || 
feizing thofe of another weaker village, and felling them to, |! 
the hips. 

He bélieves, from two inflances, that kidnapping was fre- |, 
quently practifed up Sierra Leon River. One was that of a 
beautiful infant boy, which the natives after trying to fell to, 
all the different trading fhips came along fide his, (the Phenix) 
and threatened to tofs overboard, if no one would buy it; || 
faying they had panyared it with many other people, but could |) 
not fell it, though they had fold the others. He purchfed | 
it for fome wine. . 4 

The fecond was, a captain of a Liverpool fhip had got, ash. 
atemporary miftrefs, a girl from the king of Sierra Leon, and | 
inftead of returning her on fhore on leaving the coatt, as is. , 
ufually done, he took her away with him. Of this the king 
complained to Sir George Young very heavily, calling this 
action panyaring by the whites. 

The term panyaring, feemed to be a word generally ufed), 
all along the coaft where he was, not only among the Eng- 
lith, but the Portuguefe and Dutch. 

Capt. Thompfon alfo fays, that at Sierra Leon he has ofte 
heard the word panyaring ; he has heard alfo that this word,), 
which is ufed on the other parts of the coaft, means kidnap=" 
ping, or feizing of men. 

Slaves, fays Mr, Town, are brought from the country very 
diftant from the coaft. The king of Barra informed Mr 
‘Town, that on the arrival of a fhip, he has gone three hun 
dred miles up the country with his guards, and driven dow 
captives to the fea-fide.. From Marraba, king of the Mun 
dingoes, he has heard that they had marched flaves out of the 
country fome hundred miles; that they had gone wood-rang 
ing, to pick up every one they met with, whom they {tripped . 
naked, and, if men, bound; but if women, brought down | 
loofe ; this he had from themfelves, and alfo, that they often’. 
went to war with the Bullam nation, on purpofe to get flaves 
‘They boaited that they fhould foon have a fine parcel for the } 
fhallops, and the fuccefs often anfwered. Mr. ‘Town has feen¥} 
the prifoners (the men bound, the women and children loofe; 

* driven for fale to the water-fide! He has alfo known the nas)} 

. tives go in gangs marauding and catching all they could. In 
the Galenas River he knew four blacks feize a man who had 
been to the fea-fide to fell one or more flaves. This man wai 
returning home with the goods received in exchange for thefe 


and they plundered and {tripped him naked, and brought him 
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o the trading fhallop, which Mr. Town commanded, and fold 


him there. 

He believes the natives alfo fometimes become flaves, in 
fonfequence of crimes, as well as, that it is -no uncommon 
hing on the coaft, to wmpute crimes falfely for the fake of fell- 
ng the perfons fo accufed. Several relpettable perfons at Bance 
liland, and to windward of it, all told Mr. Town that it was 
jommon to bring on * palavers to make flaves, and he believes 
: from the information of the flaves afterwards, when brought 
own the country and put on board the fhips. 

| Off Piccaninni Seftus, farther down on the Windward Coatt, 
Mr. Dove obferved an inftance of a girl being kidnapped and 
yrought on board by one Ben Johnion, a black trader, who 
wad {earcely left the fhip in his canoe, with the price of her, 
vhen another canoe with two black men came in a hurry to 
he fhip, and inquired concerning this girl, Having been 
lowed to fee her, they hurried down to their canoe, and 
jaftily paddled off. Overtaking Ben Johnfon, they brought 
im back to the thip, got him on the quarter-deck, and call- 
im teefee (which implies zhzef) to the captain, “offered him 
br fale. Ben Johnfon remonftrated, afking the captain, “ if he 
rould buy him whom he knew to bea grand trading man”? to 



















fould certainly buy him, be what he would,” which he ac- 
ordingly did, and put him into irons immediately with ano- 
per man. He was led to think, from this inftance, that kid- 
apping was the mode of obtaining flaves upon this part of 
ne coait. 

Lieutenant Storey fays, that flaves are generally obtained 
h the Windward Coaft by marauding parties from one vil- 
ge to another inthe night. He has known canoes come 
om a diftance, and carry off numbers in the night. He has 
one into the interior country, between Baflau and the River 
eftus; and all the nations there go armed, from the fear of 
Grauding parties, whofe pillages in thefe countries are term- 
war. a 

At one time in particular, while Mr. Storey was on the 
alt, a marauding party from Grand Seftus came in canoes, 
d attacked Grand Cora in the night, and took off twelve 
: fourteen of the inhabitants. The canoes of Grand Seftus 
sry twelve or fourteen men, and with thefe go a marauding 





||” An African word, which fignifies conferences of the natives on any 
blick fubjeét, or as in this place, accu/ations and trials. 
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rhich the captain anfwered, “ if they would fell him, he. 


fjeong their neighbours. Mr. Story has often feen them at . 
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to drink with his neighbours. When about to depart, twoo 
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fea out of fight of land in the day, and taking the opportuni+ 
ty of night to land where they pleafed. 

Mr. Falconbridge fuppofes the flave trade, on thefe parts} 
to be chiefly fupplied by kidnapping. On his fecond voyage,|' 
at Cape Mount and the Windward Coaft, a man was brought} 
on board, well known to the captain and his officers, and was} 
purchafed. This man faid he had been invited one evening 


them got up to feize him; and he would have efcaped, but he 
was ftopped by a large dog. He faid this mode of kKidnap-| 
ping was common in his country. 

In the fame voyage, two black traders came in a canoe,’ 
and informed the captain there was trade a little lower down, 
The captain went there, and finding no trade, faid he would’ 
not be made a fool, and therefore detained one of the canoe.’ 
In about two hours afterwards a very fine man was 
brought on board, and fold and the canoe man was releafed, | 
He was informed by the black pilot, that this man had been” 
firrounded and feized on the beach, from whence he had been 
brought to the thip and fold. : 

Lieutenant Simpfon fays, from what he faw, he believes the’ 
flave trade is the occafion of wars among the natives. From, 





men. 








-the natives of the Windward Coaft he underftood that the vil- : 


lages were always at war; and the black traders and others. 
gave as a reafon for it that the kings wanted flaves, lf a trading 
canoe, along-fide Mr. Simplon’s thip. faw a larger canoe coming 
from a village they were at war with, they initantly fled; and_ 
fometimes without receiving the value of their goods. On ing. 
quiry, he learned their reafons to be that if taken they would 
have been made flaves. , 

Mr. How ftates, that when at Secundee, fome order came i 
from Cape Coait Caftle. The fame afternoon feveral parties. 
went out armed, and returned the fame night with a numbeg 
of flaves, which were put into the repofitory of the fa€tory. 
Next morning he faw people, who came to fee the captives, 
and to requeft Mr. Marth, the refident, to releafe fome of. 
their children and relations. Some were releafed, and part. 
fent off to Cape Coaft Caftle. He had every reafon to be- 
lieve they had been obtained unfairly, as they came at an Une 
feafonable time of the night, and from their parents and 
friends crying and begging their releafe. He was told as 
much from Mr. Marth himfelf, who faid, be did not mind how! 
they got them, for he purchafed them fairly. He cannot tell 
whether this praétice fubfifted before; but when he has gone 
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nto the woods he has met thirty or forty natives, wlio fled 
jlways at his appearance, although they were armed. Mr. 
Marth faid, they were afraid of his taking them prifoners. 
The fame Mr. Marth made no feruple alfo of fhewing him 
Ihe ftores of the faétory. ‘Chey confifted of different kinds of 
chains made of iron, as likewife an inftrument made of wood, 
‘bout five inches long, or an inch in diameter, or lefs, w alt 
he was told by¥Mr. Marth was thruft into a man’s riot Hawt 
-ontally, and hs behind fo prevent him from crying out, when 
lranfported at night along the country. 

Dr. Trotter favs, that the natives of thefe parts are fome- 
imes flaves from crimes, but the greater part of the flaves are, 
what are called prifoners of war. Of his whole cargo he re- 
rollects only three criminals; two fold for adultery, and one 
or witchcraft, whofe whole Saraiby fhared his fate. One of 
het Gaid he had been decoyed by a woman who had told 
rer hufband, and he was fentenced to pay a flave; but being 
oor, Was fold Aimfeif. Such ftratagems are frequent: the 
fourth mate of Dr. Trotter’s {hip was fo decoyed, and oblig- 
:d to pay a flave, under the threat of flopping trade. The 
aft faid he had had a quarrel with a Cabofheer (or great man) 
Who 7a revenge accufed him of witchcraft, and fold hini and 
jis family for flaves. 

Dr. Trotter having often afked Accra, a principal trader 
t Le Hou, what he meant by prifoners of war, found they 
vere fuch as were carried off by a fet of marauders, who ra- 
lage the country for that purpofe. The bufh-men making war 
9 make trade (that is to make flaves) was a common way of 
peaking among the traders. ‘he practice was alfo confirmed 
by the ilaves on board, who fhewed by geftures how the rob- 
= had come upon them ; ; and during their paflage from A- 


















rica to the Weft Indies, fome of the boy-flaves played a game 
hich they called lave-taking, or buth-fighting ; thewing the 
‘ifferent manceuvres thereof in leaping, fallying, and retreat- 
Inquiries of this nature put to women, were anfwered 
bh by violent burfis of forrow. 

He once faw a black trader fend his cance to take three 
Tes employed in the offing, who wére immediately 
Brought on board, and put in irons, and about a week after- 
Brards he was paid for'them. He remembers another man ta- 
gen in the fame way from on board a canoe along-fide. The 
ame trader very Srequently fent flaves on board tn the night, 
which, from their own information, he found, were every one 
f them taken i in the neighbourhood of vietaabae: He re- 
aarked, that flaves fent off in the night, were not paid for 
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till they had been fome time on board, left, he thinks, they} 
fhould be claimed; for fome were really reftored, one in par 
ticular, a boy, was carried on fhore by fome near-relations|' 
which boy told him, he had lived in the neighbourhood ° 
Annamaboe, and was kidnapped. 

There were many boys and girls on board Dr. Trotter’ 
' fhip, who had no relations on board. Many of them told hin 

they had been kidnapped in the neighbourhood sf Annamaboe} 
particularly a girl of about eight years old, who {aid the had 
been carried off from her mother by the man who fold her ta 
the fhip. 

Mr. Falconbridge was affured by the Rev. Philip Quakoo; 
chaplain at Cape Coaft Caitle, on the Gold Coaft, that the 
greateft number of flaves were made by kidnapping. 

He has heard that the great men on this part of the coal 
drefs up and employ women, to entice young men to be co 
y sep with them, shat they may be convitted of adultery ond 
fol. 

Lieutenant Simpfon heard at Cape Coaft Cafite, and oxi 
parts of the Gold Coaft, repeatedly from the black traders,' 
that the fave trade made wars and patavers, Mr. Quakoo 
chaplain at Cape Coaft Caftle, informed him, that wars were’ 

made in the interior parts, for the om purpofe of getim 
flaves. 

‘There are two crimes on the Gold Coal, which feem mad 
on purpofe to procure flaves; adultery and the removal of § 
tiches*. As to adultery, he was warned againft connectin; 
himfelf with-any woman not pointed out to him, for that th 
kings kept-feveral who were fent out to.allure the unwary, an 
that, if found to be connected with thefe, he would be feiz 
ed, and made to pay the price of a man flave. As to fetiche: 
congititee of pieces of wood, old pitchers, kettles, and the’ 
like, laid in the path-ways, he was warned to avoid difpla-: 
cing them, for if he fhould, the natives who were on the wate 
would feize him, and, as before, exact the price of a mam’ 
flave. Thefe baits are laid equally for natives and Europeans 
but the former are better acquainted with the law, and cone! 
fequently more upon their guard. 

Mr. Ellifon fays, that while one of the fhips he belonge 
to, viz. the Briton, waslying in Benin river, Capt. Lemm: 

a Benin trader, came on board to receive his cuftoms) 
This man being on the deck, and happening to fee a cano 


* Certain things of various forts, to which the fuperftition of 
eountry has ordered, for various reafons, an. attention to be paid. 
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sith three people in it, crofling the river, difpatche done 
f his own canoes to feize and take it. Upon overtaking 
F they brought it to the fhip. It contained three perfons, 
ia old man, and ayoung man and woman. ‘The chief mate 
jought the two latter, but the former being too old, was re- 
bled. Upon this Lemma ordered the old man ‘into the ca- 
joc, where his head was chopped off, and he was thrown over- 
lnard. Lemma had many war canoes, fome of which had 
x or eight fwivels; he feemed to be feared by the reft of 
ve natives. Mr. Ellifon did not fee a canoe out on the 
ver while Lemma was there, except this, and if they had 
nown he had been out, they would not have come. He 
ifcovered by figns, that the old man killed was the father of 
1¢ two other negores, and that they were brought there by 
irce. They were not the fubje€ts of Lemma. 


aves come from inland. Large canoes, fome having a three 
‘four pounder lafhed on their bows, go to the up country, 
nd in eight or ten days return with great numbers of flaves: 
heard once, to the amount of twelve hundred at one time. 
the people in thefe canoes have generally cutlafles, and a 
mantity of mufkets, but he cannot tell for what ufe. 

Mr. Falconbridge does not believe that many of thefe flaves 
e prifoners of war, as we underfland the word war. In 
frica, a piratical expedition for making flaves, istermed war. 
| confiderable trader at Bonny,explained to him the mean- 
§¢ ofthis word, and faid, that they went in the night, fet 
| eto towns, and caught the people as they fled from the 
mes. ‘The fame trader faid, that this practice was very 
qmmon. 

§ Mr. Falconbridge fays alfo, that in his third voyage, which 
Is to Bonny, a woman was brought on board big with child. 
s fhe attracted his notice, he afked her, by means of the in- 
preter, how fhe came to be fold. . Her reply was, that re- 
Broing home from a vifit, the was feized, and after being 
fled through various hands, was brought down to the wa- 
Br-fGide, and fold to a trader, who afterwards fold her to the 
ips. ‘ 

In the fame voyage an elderly man brought on-board faid 
nrough the interpreter) that he and his fon were feized as 
ey were planting yams, by profefled kidnappers, by which 
-means perfons who make kidnapping their conftant practice. 
On his laft voyage, which was alfo to Bonny, a canoe came 
ng-fide his veffel, belonging to a noted trader in flaves, frona 
re a fine ftout fellow was handed on board, and fold. Mr. 
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At Bonny, fays Mr. Falconbridge, the greateft number of 
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Falconbridge feeing the man amazed and confounded whe|} 
he difcovered himfelf to be « flave, inquired of him, by mea 
of an interpreter, why he was fold. He replied that he had ha 
occafion to come to Bonny to this trader’s houfe, who afke| 
if he had ever feen a fhip. Replying no, the trader faid, h 
would treat him with the fight of one. The man confenting, 
{aid he was thereupon brought on board, and thus treacher 
oufly fold. All the flaves Mr. Falconbridge ever talked t 
by means of interpreters, {aid they had been ftolen. ; 
Mr. Douglas, when afhore at Bonny Point, faw a younj! 
woman come out of the wood to the water-fide to bath¢ 
Soon afterwards two men came from the ‘wood, feized, bound 
and beat her for making refiftance, and bringing her to him 
Mr. Douglas, defired him to put her on board, which he did 
the captain’s orders were, when any body brought down flaves’ 
inftantly to put them off to the fhip. .| 
When a fhip arrives at Bonny, the king fends his war ca 
noes up the rivers, where they furprife all they can lay h 
of. They bad a young man on board, who was thus captu, 
red, with his father, mother, and three filters. The young ma 
afterwards in Jamaica having learnt Englifh told Mr, Dou 
glas the ftory, and faid it was a common prattice. ‘Thefe wa. 
canoes are aways armed. "The king’s canoes came with i | 
openly in the day; others in the evening, withone or twr, 
flaves bound lying in the boats bottom, covered with matts. | 
Mr. Morely ftates, that in Old Calabar perfons are fold a) 
flayes for adultery and theft. On pretence of adultery, he ¥ 
’ members a woman fold. 4 
He has been told alfo by the natives at Calabar, that th 
took flaves in what they call war, which he found was pu 
ting the villages in confufion, and catching them as they coul 
A man on board the thip he was in fhewed how he was take 
at night by furprife, and faid his wife and children were take 
with bim, but they were not in the fame fhip, Mr. Morel 
had reafon to think, from the man’s words, that they tool. 
nearly the whole village, that is, all thofe.that could not g 
away. id 
Captain Hall fays, when a fhip arrives at Old Calabar, 
the River Del-Rey, the traders always go up into the cou 
try for flaves. They go in their war canoes, and take witl. 
them fome goods, which they get previoufly from the {hips 
He has feen from three to ten canoes in a fleet, each 
from forty to fixty paddlers, and twenty to thirty traders a 
other people with mufkets, fuppofe one to each man, with; 
three or four pounder lafhed on the bow of the canoe. ‘The 
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re generally abfent from ten days to three weeks, when they 
eturn with a number of flaves pinioned, or chained together. 
| Captain Hall has often afked the mode of procuring flaves 
nland, and has been told by the traders, that they have been 
ot in war, and fold by the perfons taking them, 
Mr, J. Parker fays, he left the fhip to which be belonged 
t Old Calabar, where being kindly received by the king’s 
on, he ftaid with him on the continent for Sve months. Du- 
ing this time he was prevailed upon by the king’s fon, to ac- 
ompany him to war.* Accordingly, having fitted out and 
rmed the canoes, they went up the river Calabar. In the 
ay time they lay under the buthes when they approached a 
illage, but at night flew up to it, and took hold of every one 
ney could fee; thefe they handcuffed, breught down to the 
anoes, and fo preceeded up the river till they gt to the a- 
nount of forty-five, with whom they returned to New-town, 
yhere fending to the the captains of the fhipping, they divided 
t among the fhips. 
About a fortnight after this expedition, they went again, 
ad were out: eight or nine days, plundering other villages 
jigher up the river. They feized on much the fame number 
s before, brought them to New-town, gave the fame notice, 
ad difpofed of them as before among the thips. 
} They took man, woman and child, as they could catch them 
}} the houfes, and except the fucking children, who went with 
jicir mothers, there was no care taken to prevent the fepara- 
of the children from the parents when fold. When fold 
: the Englith merchants they lamented, and cried that they 
Jere taken away by force. : 
} The king at Old Calabar was certainly not at war with the 
Pople up this river, nor had they made any attack upon him, 
}. happened that flaves were very flack in the back country 
y that time, and were wanted when he went on thefe, expe- 
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tions, 

| Mr, Falconbridge thinks crimes are falfely imputed, for the 
e of felling the accufed. On the fecond voyage at the river 
mbris, among’ the flaves brought on board was one who had 
€ craw craw, a kind of itch. He was told by one of the 


W* The reader is earnefily requefted to take notice, that the word war, 
fj adopted into the African language, means in general robbery, or a 
)’ cuding expedition for the purpofe of getting flaves. Two noted black 
ders are found themfelves to have explained the term to two of the 
idences (Trotter, p.21. Falconbridge, p. 23.) and it appears decided. 
jby the accounts of Wadftrom, Town, Bowman, Storey, Morely, and 
if a that the catching of men is denominated by the Africans te 
wer, . 
| C 
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Europeans the oceafion 
failors, tha: this man was fAfhing in the river, when a king’ 
officer, called Mambooka, wanted brandy and other goods H 
the boat, but having no flave to buy them with, accufed thil 
man of extortion ia the fale of his fifh, and after fome kind ol| 
trial on the beach, condemned him to be fold. He was told 
this by the boat’s crew who were afhore when it happened 
who told it as of their own knowledge. . | 

Befides the account juft given, from what the above wit 
nefles faw and heard on the Coaft of Africa, as to the differ! 
ent methods of making flaves, there are others contained it, 
the evidence, which were learnt from the mouths of the flave;, 
themfelves, after their arrival in the Weft Indies. — 

Some of thefe have informed feveral of the witnefles on t 
occafion, that they were taken in war, (Hall and ‘Woolrich, 
others, that they were taken by furprife in their towns, 0 
while at work in their fields, (Hall) or as they were ft 
gling from their huts, or cultivating their lands, (Dalrymple) 
or tending their corn: (Woolrich) others, that they were ti 
ken by armed canoes up the rivers, (Douglas) others by ftra, 
sagem, (Cook) or kidnapped, (Rev. Mr. Davies, Dean 0 
Middleham, Mr. Fitzmaurice) which kidnapping prevailed i 
the inland parts at a great diflance from the thore, (Dr. Ha 
rifon) and was with {ome a prefefled occupation, and a cor 
mon practice (Falconbridge and Clappefon.) a 
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CHAP. IL 


Europeans, by means of the Trade in Slaves, the occafion Q). 
thefe Enormiuties.—Sometimes ufe additional Means to exciti 
the Natives to prattife them.—Ofien attempt themfelves 
Jteal the Natives, and fucceed.— Force Trade as they plea 

and are guilty of Injufiice in their Dealings, 


ae Moors (fays Mr. Keirnan) have always a ftrong 
ducement to go to war with the negroes, mof of the Euro 
_an goods they obtain, being got in exchange for flaves. 
defolation and waite. ' al 

Mr. Town obferves, that the intercourfe of the Africam 
avith the Europeans, has improved them in roguery, to plum 
aler and fteal, and pick up one another to fell, 








oj twefe Lnormuties. 


Wr. Trotter afking a black trader, what they made of their 
laves when the French and Englith were at war, was an{wer- 
d, that when fips ceased to come, flaves ceafed to be taken. 
| Mr. Ifaac Parker fays, that the king of Old Calabar was 
lertainly not at war with the people up that river, nor had 
hey made,any attack onhim. It happened that flaves were 
ery flack in the back country at this. time, aud were wanted 
then he went on the expeditions, defcribed in a former page 
p. 25) 
Mr. Wadftrom fays, that king Barbefin, while he, Mr. Wad- 
rom, was at Joal, was wawzil/ing to pillage his {ubjects, but 
le was excited to :t by means of a confltant intoxication, 
BP up by the French and Mulatoes of the embafly, who ge- 
erally agreed every morning on taking this method to effect 
jeir purpofe. When fober, he always-exprefled a reluctance 
») harafs his people. Mr. Wadiftrom alfo heard the king 
old the fame language on different days, and yet he afters 
ards ordered the pillage to be executed. Mr. Waditrom 
ps no doubt but that he alfo pillazes in other parts of his do- 
Minions, fince it is she cu/forn of the mulatto merchants (as 
pth they and the French officers declare) when they want 
ives, to go to the kings, and excite them to pillages, which 
e ufually practifed on all that part of the coalt. | 
|The French Senegal company alfo, in order to obtain their 
Hropliment of flaves, had recourfe to their ufual method on 
ilar occafions, namely, of bribing the Moors, and fupplying 
4 wih arms and ammunition, to feize king Dalmammy’s 
jects. By January rath, 1788, when Mr. Waditrom ar- 
Ived at Senegal, fifty had been taken, whom the king defired 
-ranfom, but they had been all. difpatched to Cayenne. 
bme were brought in every day afterwards, and put in the com- 
ny’s flave hold, in a miferable ftate, the greater part being 
I¢ly wounded by fabres and mufket balls. The direGor of 
company conducted Mr. Wadftrom there, with Dr. Spaar- 
, whom. he confulted as a medical man in their behalf, 
t. Wadftrom particularly remembers one lying in his blood, 
ich flowed from a wound made by-a ball in his fhoulder. 
Mr. Dalrymple underftood it common for European traders 
advance ods to Chiefs, ta induce them. to feize their fub- 
ts or neighbours. Not one of the Mulatto traders at Goree 
er thought of denying it. ea 








Mr. Bowman having fettled at the head of Scaflus river, 
formed the king, and others, that he was come to refide as 
trader, and that his orders were to fupply them with powder 
@ ball, and to entourage them to go to war. ‘They aniwered, 
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they would go to war in two or three days. By this tim 
they came to the faGory, faid they were going to war, an|, 
wanted powder, ball, rum, and tobacco. When thefe wer 
given them, they went off to the number of from twenty-fiv 
to thirty, and in fix or feven days a part of them returned wit] 
three flaves. 
fa 1769, (fays Lieut. Storey) Captain Paterfon, of a Li 
verpoolfhip, lying off Briftol town, /ét two villages at varianee 
and bought prifoners, near a dozen, from both fides. 
Mr. Morely owns, with fhame, that he has made the natide, 
drunk, im order to buy a good man or woman flave, to whon, 
he found them attached. He has feen this done by others, 
Captain Hildebrand, commanding a floop of Mr. Brue’s bough. 
one of the wives ofa man, whom he had previou/ly made druni 
and who wilhed to redeem her, when {ober next day, as di 
the perfon he (Mr. Morely) bought the man of, but ae 
of them was given up. He fuppofes they would have give 
a third more than the price paid, to have redeemed them 
Sir George Young fays, that when at Annamaboe, at 
Brue’s, (a very great merchant there) Mr. Brue had two h 
tages, kings fons, for payment for arms, and all kinds of 
litary flores, which be had fupplied to the two kings, who w 
at war with each other, to procure flaves for at leaft fix or 
ven /bips, then lying in the road. ‘Yhe prifoners on both fi 
were brought down to Mr. Brue, and fent to the fhips. | 
Mr. J. Parker has known prefents made by the Captains 
to the black traders, to induce them to bring flaves. Captai 
Colley in particular gave them fome pieces. of cannon, whicl, 
he himfelf faw landed. | 
On the fubje& of Europeans attempting to carry off the nay 
tives, General Rooke fays, that it was propofed to him 
three captains of Englith flave fhips, lying under the fort o 
Goree, to kidnap a hundred or a hundred and fifty, men, 0) 
men and children, king Damel’s fubje¢ts, who had come te 
Goree in confequence of the friendly intercourfe between him, 
and Damel. He refufed, and was much fhocked by the pro, 
pofition, They faid fuch things had been done by a forme) 
Governor, but the chief Maraboo at Rufifk did not recolleé, 
any fuch event. . _ ° 
Mr. Waditrom was informed at Goree, by Captain Wignie, 
from Rochelle, who was juft arrived from the river Gambia 
that a little before his departure from that river, three Eng 
lith veflels were cut off by the natives, owing to the capta 
ef one of them, who had his cargo, being tempted by a fa 
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bind, to fail away with feveral of the free negroes, then drink- 
ng with the crew. Soon afterwards the wind changed, and 
le was driven back, feized, and killed, with all his crew, 
hd thofe of the two other. Hefelas, Mr.! Waditrom has, by 
ecident, met with the infurer of two of thefe veilels in Lon- 
lon, who * confirmed the above faés. 

Captain Hills fays, a man at Gambia, who called himfelf a 
rince’s brother, had been carried off to the Weil Indies; by 
a Englith fhip, but making his cafe known to the governor, 
as fent by him to Europe. Captain Hills was adviied not to 
lo on fhore at Gambia, by the merchants there, for fear of be- 
ig taken by the natives, who owed the Englith a grudge for 
)me injuries received. 

Mr. John Bowman fais) that when a mate under Captain 
vangeways, the thip then lying in the river S. Leon, at 
hite Man’s Bay, ready to fail, he was fent on fhore to in- 
ite two traders on board. ‘They came and were fhewn in- 
»the cabin. Mean time, people were employed in fetting 
ae fails, it being almott night, and the land breeze making 
own the river, When they hee weighed anchor, and got 
lat to fea, Mr. Bowman was called down by the captain, who, 
pinting to the fail-cafe, defired him to look into ieand Yee 
hat a fine prize he had got. To his furprife, he faw lying 
i afleep, the two men who had come on board with him, 
Hie captain having made them drank, and concealed them 
Mere. When they awoke they were fent upon deck, ironed, 
Bed put forward among the other flaves. On epee at Aan 
Bova they were fold, 
§ the Rev. Mr. Newton has known fhips and boats cut off 
} Sherbro, ufually in retaliation, 
9 Once when he was on fhore, the rate fnddem: put. hin? 
to his long-boat, telling him that a thip juit pafled had car- 
ed of two people. Had it been known in the town, he 
ould. have been detained. He has known many other fuch 
ftances, but after thirty, fix years he cannot {pecify them, 
was a general opinion, founded on repeated and indifput- 
le facts, that depredations of this fort were frequently com- 
jitted by the Europeans. 

Mr. Newton has fometimes found all trade flopped, and the 

ppredations of European traders have been afi; hgned by the 











Ny * The editor faw, in the month of April, 1791, in St. Thomas’s hoft 
tal, a young lad, the only one of the three crews that was fulered to 
ee upon this oceafion. After having been for months in confine- 
snt up the country, he was brought off by accident, by an Englith thip, 
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natives as the caufe, and he has more than once or twice made 
up breaches of this kind between the thips and the natives. 
He believes feveral captains of flave fhips were honeft hu 
mane men; but he has good reafon to think, they were not! 
all fo, The taking off flaves by force has been thought mo 
frequent in the laft voyages of captains. He has often heard | 
matters and officers exprefs this opinion. Depredations and| 
reprifals made to get them were fo frequent that the Europe 
ans and Africans were in a fpirit of mutual diffruft: he does 
not mean that there were no depredations except in their laf} 
voyages. He has known Liverpool and Briftol fhips materi} 
ally injured from the conduét of fome fhips, from the fame 
ports, that had left the coaft. It is a fa@ that fome captaing) 
have committed depredations in their laft voyages who have 
not been known to have done it before. h 
Mr. Town was once prefent with part of the crew of hisi 
ship the Sally, at an expedition undertaken by the whites for 
feizing negroes, and joined by other boats to receive thofel 
they could catch. ‘To prevent all alarm, they bound thei 
mouths of the captives, with oakum and handkerchiefs. One 
woman fhrieked and the natives turned out in defence. He 
had then five of them tied in the boat, and the other boats! 
were in readinefs to take in what more they could get. AD 
his party were armed, and the men of the town purfued them: 
with firft a fcattering, and at length a general fire, and feve- 
xal of the men belonging to the boats, he has reafon to believe’ 
were killed, wounded, or taken, as he never heard of them 
afterwards. He was wounded himfelf. The flaves he had! 
taken were fold at Charleftown, South Carolina. ‘The natives: 
had not preyioufly committed any hoftilities againft any of the 
fhips, whofe boats were concerned in this tranfaction. .They: 
owed goods to the captain, for which he refolved to obtain 
flaves at any sate. He has had feveral fhip-mates, who havd 
themfelves told him, they have been concerned in fimilay 
tranfactions, and have made a boaft of it, and who have beer 
wounded alfo. : 
Mr.-Falconbridge was informed by Captain Gould of the 
Alert, that he had carried off a man from Little Cape 
Mount. q 
Mr. Storey believes the natives of the Windward Coaft are 
often fradulently carried off by the Europeans. He has beer 
told by them, that they had loft their friends at different times! 
and fuppofed them taken by European fhips going along 
the ceaft. He has himfelf taken up canoes at fea, which were 





























































and Carry off the Natives. gn 
hallenced-by the natives, who fuppofed the men in them had 
sen taken ofthe day before by a Dutchman. 

When once at an anchor,’ in his boat, between the river 
eftus and Settra Crue, hie prevented the crew of a long-boat, 
elanging to a Dutchman then lying off fhore, from being cut: 
¥ by the natives, who gave as-a reafon for their intentions, 
nat a fhip of that country fome days before had taken of four 
pen belonging to the place. 

| Afterwards, in 1768, being in a boat, with two other white - 
erfons, the natives attacked them. Beth the former were 
tiled, and he himfelf; covered with blood and wounds, was: 
aly fuffered to. efcape, by confentivg to give up boat and car- 
», and to goto Gaboon. The reafon the natives gave for. 
tis procedure was, that a fhip from Liverpool (one Captain’ 
ambert) had, fome time before, taken a cance full of their 
Vwwnfinen, and carried ber away. He heard the fame thing. 
Jonfirmed afterwards at Gaboon. 

Mr. Douglas ftates, that near Cape Coaft the natives make 
moke as a fignal for trade. On board his thip (the Warwick 
Jaftle) they faw the fmoke and ftood in fhore, which brought 
ff many canoes. Pipes, tobacco, and brandy, were got on 
eck, to entice the people in them on board. ‘The gratings were 
laid, the flave-room cleared, and every preparation made to 
Ieize them; two only could be prevailed on to come up the 

hip’s fide, who-ftood in the main chains, but on the feamen 
pproaching them they jumped off, and the canoes all made. 
r fhore, 

The Gregfon’s people, while at Bonny, informed Mr. Dou- 
Jas, that in running down the coatt, they had kidnapped 
hirty-two of the natives. He faw flaves on board that thip 
hen fhe came in, and it zs not cuffomary for fhips bound to 
Honny, to ftop and trade by the way. 

] Mr. How fays, that abreaft of Cape La Hou, feveral ca- 
Ihoes came along-fide of his Majefty’s fhip Grampus, and on 
coming on board informed the captain, that an Eneglith Gui- 
1ea-trader a fortnight before had taken eff x canoes with men 
who had gone off to them with provifions for trade. On com- 
ng to Appolonia he was alfo told by Mr. Buchanan, the refi- 
lent there, that a Guinea-man belonging to one Griffith, an 
HEnglifhman, anda notorious trader and kidnapper, between 
Mlape La Hou and Appolonia, was then in that latitude. 

} Captain Hall was told by Capt. Jeremiah Smith, that in 
Icy71, a Captain Fox had taken off fome people from the Wind- 
Pvard Ceatft. 
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He fays alfo, that the boat’s crew of the Venus. Captair 
Smith, which had been fent to Fernandipo for yams from Cal 
Tabar, enticed a canoe to come along-fide that had about ter 
menin her. As foon as fhe got near, the boat’s crew fired’ 
into her, on which they jumped overboard: fome were wound 
ed, and one was taken out of the water, and died in lefs thar 
an hour in the boat: two others were taken up unhurt, and 
carried to Old Calabar to the fhip. Captain Smith was ang 
at the officer for this procedore, and fent back the two mer! 
to the bay, from whence they had been taken. Immediately 
after the boat had committed this depredation, Captain Hal” 
happened to go into the fame bay in his own fhip’s long- boat’ 
and fending on fhore two men to fill water, they were furround-' 
ed by the natives, who drove three {peats into one of the’! 
men, and wounded the other with a large ftick, in confe! 
quence of taking away the two men jult mentioned. It was 
iaid that the crew had difputed with the natives on {hore when 
trading with them for yams, but the former had not done: 
any of the boat’s crew any injury. 

Mr, Ellifon knew two flaves taken from the ifland of Fer- 
nandipo by the Dobfon’s boat of Liverpool, and carried to Old" 
Calabar, where the fhip lay. He went to the fame ifland for’ 
yams, a few days after the tranfaGtion, and fired, as the uft 
al fignal, for the natives to bring them. Seeing fome 
them peep through the bufhes, he wondered why they wou 
not come to the boat. He accordingly {wam on fhore, when' 
fome of the iflanders came round him: an old man thewed, 
by figns, that a fhip’s boat had ftolen aman and woman. Hi 
was then foon furrounded by numbers, who prefented darts to 
him, fignifying they would kill him, if the man and woma 0 
were not brought back, Upon this, the people in the boat’ 
fired fome fhot, when they all ran into the woods. Mr. Elli | 
fon went to Calabar, and told Captain Briggs he could get ne t 
yams, in confequence of the two people being ftolen; upon’ 
which Captain Briggs told the captain of the Dobion, there: 
would be no more trade if he did not deliver up the people 
which he at length did. As foon as the natives faw the 
countrymen they loaded the boat with yams, goats, fowls)" 
honey, and palm-wine: and they would take nothing for them 
‘They had the man and woman delivered to them, whom the 
carried away in their arms. The Dobfon did not ftay above’ 
eight, ten, or twelve days. ‘This was the laft trip hex boat} 
was to make, when they carried off the two flaves.- i 

Mr. Morley fays, that when off Taboo, two men came im: 
acanoe, along-fide his veflel, One of them came up, and fat 
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hb the netting, but would not come into the fhip. The cap- 
lin at length, enticing him, intoxicated him fo with brandy 
ad laudanum, that he fell in upon deck. ‘The captain then. 
dered him to be put into the men’s room, with a fentry 
ver him. The other man in the-canoe, after calling in vain 
r his companion, paddled off faft towards the fhore. The 
aptain fired feveral mufket balls after him, w!s-h did not hit 
im. About three or four leagues farther down, two men. 
yme on board.from another canoe. While they were on board, 
drum, was kept beating near the man who had been feized, 
» prevent his hearing them, or they him. 

He fays again,*in {peaking of another part of the coaft, that 
aptain Briggs’s chief mate, in. Old Calabar River, lying in: 
nbuth to ftop, the natives coming down the creek, puriued 
Jruk Robin John, who, jumping on fhore, thot the mate throngh 


ie head. 


} He fays alfo, of another part of the coaft, that a Mr. Wal- 


er, maiter of a floop, was ou board the Jolly Prince, Cap- 
tin Lambert, when the king of Nazareth ftabbed the captain 


I; his own table, and took the veffel, putting all the whites 


- 


1) death, except the cook, a boy, and, he believes, one man. 


laptain Walker, being aiked why the king ‘of Nazareth took 


Jus ftep, faid, it was. on. account of the people, whom Mat- 


sews had. carried off from Gaboon and Cape Lopez the voy- 


Ike before. Walker efcaped, by knowing the language of the 


ountry. 
Mr. Morley failed afterwards with the fame Captain Mat- 


hews to Gaboon River, where the Chief’s fons came on board: 


im to demand what he had done with their fons, and the 
joys he had carried off, (the fame as Walker alluded to) and 
nId him, that if he dared to come on fore, they would have 


Wis head. 


As a farther corroboration that fuch praCtices.as the above 
ake place, it appears in.evideuce, that the natives of the coait 
ind iflands are found conftantly hovering in their canoes, at 





m board, for fear of being taken oif, (Hall, Falconbridge, 


Blaxton, Bowman, &c.) But if they can difcover that fuch 
Heflels are notin the flave trade, but are men of war, they come 
Bo board readily, (Sir George Young) or without any hefita- 


Hon, which they would nor otherwi/e have done, (Mr. Howe) 
nd in numbers, (Lieutenant Simpfon) and traverle the fhips 
Myth as much confidence as if they had been on fore, (Captain. 
Vilfon.) : 


+ 





_diftance, about fuch veflels as are pafling by, fhy of coming 
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Mr. Ellifon fays, when he was lying at Yanamaroo, in tH 
Gambia, flaves were brought down. The traders railed th, 
price. The captains would not give it, but thought to co nt. 
pel them by firing upon the town, They fired red hot fhe 
from the‘fhip, and fet feveral houfes on fire. All the hip, 
feven or eight fired. el. 

Mr. Falcoghridge heard Captain Vicars, of a Briftol thir 
fay at Bonny, when his traders were flack, he fired a gun i 
to or over the town, to frefhen their way. Captain Vicar, 
told this to him and other people there at the time, but he ha. 
feen no inftance of it himfelf, . 
_ Mr. Ifaac Parker fays, the Guinea captains lying in Old Cal, 
labar River, fixed on a certain price, and agreed to lie unde|| 
a £. 50 bond, if any one of them fhould give more for flave), 
than another ; in confequence of which the natives did no} 
readily bring flaves on board to fell at thofe prices; upon which, 
the captains ufed to row guard at night, to take the canoes aj 
they paffed the thips, and fo ftopping the flaves from getting 
to their towns, prevent the traders from getting them. . Th 
they took on board the different thips, and kept them ¢z// the 
traders agreed to flave at the old prices. 4 

Lieuteaant Storey fays, that Captain Jeremiah Smith, in, 
the London, in 1766, having a difpute with the natives of, 
New Town Old Calabar, concerning the ftated price which he. 
was to give for flaves, for feveral days ftopped every can Ne. 
coming down the Creek from New ‘Town, and allo fired fe | 
veral guns indifcriminately over the woods into the town, tu 
he brought them to his own terms. | 

Captain Hall fays, in Old Calabar River there aretwotowm 


fi 
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Olid Town and New Town. A rivalthip in trade produced 


a jealoufy between the towns;. fo that through fear of each 


other, for a confiderable time, no canoe would leave ther to 
to go up the river for flaves. This happened in.1767. 
this year feven fhips, of which five were the following :* Duk fi 


of York, Bevan ; Edgar, Lace; Indian Queen, Lewis; Nan yy 
Maxwell; and Canterbury, Sparkes; lay off the Point whie 


feparates the towns. Six of the captains invited the peop! 
of both towns on board on a certain day, as if to reconcil 
them: at the fame time they agreed with the people of Ne 


‘Towa to cut off all the Old Town people who fhould remain | 


on board the next morning. The Old ‘Town people perfuade 
of the fincerity of the captains’ propofal, went on board in gre 


— 


numbers, Next morning, at eight o’clock, one of the thing’ 


fired a gun, asa fignal to commence holtilities. Some of th 
traders were fecured or board, fome were killed in refiftin L 






















































think proper on the Coaft. 
ft fome got overboard, and were fired upon. When the fir- 
began, the New Terman people, we were in ambuth be- 
\d the Point, came forward, and picked up the people of 
d Town, who were rinse: and had efcaped the firing. 
ter the fring was over, the captains of five of the thips de- 
ered their prifoners (perfons of confequence) to the New 
iwn canoes, two-of whom were beheaded along-fide the fhips. 
te inferior prifoners were carried tothe Weft Indies. One 
the captains, wlio had fecured three of the king’s brothers, de- 
lered one of them to the chief man of New Town, who was 
le of the two beheaded along-fide ; the other brothers, he kept 
board, promifing, when the /hip ‘was fla ved, to deliver them 
Bthe ghief man 6f New Town, | His inip was foon flaved on 
Beount of his promife, and the number of prifoners made that 
Ay ; but he refufed to deliver the king’s two brothers, ac- 
ding to his promife, and carried them to the Wef& Indies, 
fold them. It happened, in procefs of time, that they e- 
ped to Virginia, and from thence, after three years, to Brif- 
|, where the captain who brought them, fearing he had done 
ong, meditated carrying, or fending them back, but Mr. Jones 
Brittol who had _{thips trading to Old Calabar, and hear- 
Ws who they were, had them taken from the thip, (where 
* were in irons) by Habeas Corpus. After inquiry how 
ey were brought from Africa, they were liberated, and put 
one of Mr. Jones's. fhips for Old Calabar, where Captain 
lall was, when they arrived in the fhip Cato, Langdon. 
So fatisfied were the people of Old Town, in 1767, of the 
cerity of the captains who invited them, and of the New 
iy people, towards a reconciliation, that the night before 
maffacre, the chief man of Old Town gave to the chief 
in of New Town, one of his favourite women as a wife. 


at day, in the fhips, in the water, or carried off the coaft. 
The king efcaped from the fhip he was in, by killing. two 
the crew, who attempted to feize him. He then got into 
bne-man canoe, and paddled tothe fhore. A fix pounder 
bm one of the fhips ftruck the canoe to pieces; he then 
am on fhore to the woods near the fhi-s, and reached his 
yn town, though clofely purfued. » It was faid he received 
sven wounds from muiket fhot.. 

| Captain Hall, in his firft voyage on board the Neptune, 
d this account from the boatfwain, Thomas Rutter, who, 
1767, had been boatfwain to the Canterbury, Captain 
parkes, of London, and concerned in the faid maflacre, Rut 
told him the flory exattly as 7 he and never varied in 
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was faid that from tree to four hundred perfons were killed 
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Eurcpeans Guilty of great Injupice 
it. He had it alfo from the king’s two brethers, who agreq 
exactly with Rutter. 

Captain Hall alfo faw at Calabar, in the poffeffion of ¢ 
‘king’s two brothers, their depofitions taken at Briftol, and¢ 
Mr. Floyd, who was mate of one of the fhips when the trank 
action happened, but he took no copy. . 

Mr. Millar fays, that a quarrel happened between the pet 
ple of Old and New Town, which prevented the fhips lyin 
in Calabar river from being flaved. He believes in June 176 
Captain S. Sparkes, (captain of his fhip, the Canterbury ) cami! 
one evening to him, and told him that the two towns, 4 
quarrelling, would meet on board the different fhips, and of! 
dered him to hand up fome {words. i 

‘The next day feveral canoes, as Sparkes had before adver 
tifed him, came from both of the towns, on board the Can) 
terbury, Mr. Millar’s own thip, and one of the perfons f)) 
coming on board, brought a letter, which he gave Sparkes 
immediately on the receipt of which, he, Sparkes, tock a hanger] 
and attacked one of the Old Town people then on board, cut 
ting him immediately on the arms, head, and body. Thi 
man fled, ran down the fteps leading to the. cabin, amél 
Sparkes flill following him with the hanger, darted inte 
the boys room. Mr. Millar is fure this circumftance can he! 
ver be effaced from his memory. From this room he way 
however brought up by means of a rope, when Sparkes re’ 
newed his attack as before, on him, who, making for the en! 
tering port, leaped overboard. 

This being concluded, Sparkes left his own thip to go- or 
board fome of the other thips, then lying in the river. Soot 
after he was gone, a boy belonging to Mr. Millar’s thip cam| 
and informed him, Mr. Millar, that he had difcovered a mat | 
concealed behind the medicine cheft. Mr. Millar went anc| 
found the man. He was the perfon before mentioned to hawt 
brought a letter on board. On being difcovered by Mr. Mil 
lar, he begged for mercy, entreating that he might not be de. 
livered up to the people of New Town. ‘He was brought or 
the quarter-deck, where were fome of the New Town people 
who would have.killed him, had they not been prevented, 
The man was then ironed, and conduéted into the room ol 
the men flaves. q 

Soon after this tranfaGion, the captain returned, and brought 
with him a New Town trader, named Willy Honefty. On 
coming on board, he was informed of-what had happened in| 
his abfence, and Mr. Millar believes, in the hearing of Willy 
Honefty, who immediately exclaimed, “ Captain, if you will 
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3 give me that man, to cut off his head, I will give you the 
“ beft man in my canoe, and you /ball be flaved the firft fbip.” 


‘The captain upon this looked into Willy Honefty’s canoe, ~ 


picked his man, and delivered the other in his flead, when 
shis head was immediately {truck off in Mr. Millar’s fight. 
Mr. Millar believes, that fome other cruelties, befides this 
particular att, were done, becaufe he faw blood on the ftar- 
board fide of the mizen-maft, though be does not recolle@ 
{eeing any bodies from whence the blood might come; and 
jothers in other fhips, becaufe he heard feveral mufkets or 
piftols fired from them at the fame time. This affair might 
laft ten minutes. He remembers a four-pounder fired at a 
canoe, but knows not if any damage was done. 

As to the other act of injuftice on the part of the Euro- 
peans, fome confider frauds, (fays Mr. Newton) as a necefjarg 
branch of the flave trade. They put falfe heads into powder 
cafks ; cut off two or three yards from the middle of a piece 
of cloth; adulterate their {pirits, and fteal back articles given, 
‘Befides thefe, there are others who pay in bottles, which con- 
tain but half the contents of the famples fhewn (Waditrom), 
wife falfe fteelyards and weights (Bowman), and fell fuch guns 
as burft on firmg, fo that many of the natives of the Wind- 
ward Coaft, are without their fingers and thumbs on this ‘ac- 
count (Lieut. Storey), and it is become a faying, “ That 
 thefe guns kill more out of the butt than the muzzle,” 
( Falconbridge.) r 
_ Mr. Dalrymple, while at Goree; remembers a fhip attempt- 
ing to fail out of the bay with a number of flaves, without 
qpaying for them, but the was {topped by the guns of the fort. 
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‘The enflaved Africans come dejected on board—Caufe of ths dex | 
jection—Methods of confining, airing, feeding, and exercifing 
them—Mode of flowing them, with us bad Conjequences— | 
This Mode and its Confequences confirmed by another Species 
of Proof —Incidents on the Paffage—Manner of felling them |, 
when arrived at their defined Ports—Deplorable Situation |, 
of the Refufe or Sickly Slaves—Separation of Relations and | 


_Friends—Mortality on the Paffage, and frequently after Sale—~ |, 


Caufes of this Mortality—Opinions of feveral of the Evidences |; 
on the Trade. ‘ ; * | 


. 


Ki Bey Natives of Africa having been made flaves in the man H 
mer deferibedin the former chapters, are brought down for fale } 
to the European thips. / , Wy 

Ou beifig brought on board, fays Dr. Trotter, they thew * 
figns of extreme difirefs and defpair, from a feeling of their fiz ' 
tuation, and regret at being turn from their friends and com= 
ne‘lions 3 many retain thole imprefions for a long time; in 
proof of which, the flaves on board his fhip being often heard 
in the night, making an howling melancholy node, expire = 
five of extreme anguilh, he repeatedly ordered the woman, 
who had bee his interpreter, to inquire into the caufe. She } 
difcovered it to be owing to their having dreamt they weré 
in their own country again, and finding themfelves when a 
wake, in the bold of a flave foip. Vhis exquifite fenfibility ‘ 
was particularly oblervable among the women, many of whom, | 
con fuch occafions, he found in hytteric fits. a 

The foregoing defcription, as far as relates to their dejec- 
-tion when brought on board, and the caufe of it 1s confirmed - 
by Hall, Wilfon. Claxton, Ellifon, ‘Town, and Falconbridge, - 
the latter of whom relates an inftance-of a young woman wh 
-eried and pined away after being brought on board, who re 
covered when put en fhore, and who hung herfelf when in. 
formed fhe was to be fent again to the thip. ‘t 

Captain Hall fays, after the firlt eighc or ten of them come | 
on board, the men were put into irons. They are linked | 
two and two together by the hands and feet, in which fitus 
utign they continue till they arrive in the Wefi indies, 
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Methods of Confining, Feeding, and Enercifing Shaves, ay" 


| cept fuch as may be fick, whofe irons are then taken off. 
| The women however, he fays, are always luck. 
On being brought up in’a morning. fays Surgeon Wilfon,; 
| an additional mode of fecuring them takes place, for to the 
fhackies of each pair of them there is a ting, through which 
is reeved a large chain, which locks them all in a body to: 
ring-bolts faftened to the deck. aa 
| ‘The time of their coming up in the morning, if fair, is 
deferibed by Mr. Town ‘to be between eight and nine, and 
the time of their remaining there to be till four in the after- 
noon, when they are again put below till the next morning, 
Jn the interval of being upon deck they are fed twice. 1 hey 
have alfo a pint of water allowed to ‘each of them a day, 
which being divided is ferved out to them at two different. _ 
times, namely after their meals. 
Thefe meals, fays Mr. Falconbridge, confifts of rice, yams; 
jand horfe beans, with now and then a Httle beef and bread. - 
After meals they are made fo sump in their irons. Thisis. 
called daneing by the flave dealers. In every /2ip he has been 
Celired to flog fuch as would not jump. He had generally a 
cat-of-nine-tails in his hand among the women, and the chief 
mate, he believes, another among the men. ff 
j The parts, fays Mr. Claxton, (to continue the account) on: 
which their fhackles are faftened, are often excoriated by the: 
violent exercife they are thus forced to take, of which they: 
groade many grievous complaints to him. In his fhip even 
Pthofe who had the flux, feurvy, and fuch cedematous {well- 
pings in their legs as made it painful to them to move at all, 
were compelled to dance by the cat. 
j He fays alfo that onboard his thip they fometimes SENB, 
put not for their amufement. The captain ordered them to. 
fing, and they fung fongs of forrow. The fubjeé of their 
Pongs were their wretched ftuation, and the idea of never. re- 
turning home, He.recolleGs their very words upon thele oc- 
cafions, 
_ The above account of fhackling, meffing, * dancing, and 
linging the flaves, is allowed by all the evidences, as far as - 
they foeak to the fame points, except by Mr. Falconbridge, in - 
whofe fhips the flaves had a pint and an half of water per 
Hay. oe 
_ On the fubjeét of the flowage and its confequences, Dr, 
otter fays, that. the flaves in the paflage are fo crowded . 






























































_ * The neceffity of exercife for health is the reafon, given for compel. . 
ing the flaves to dance in the above. manner, pat a 
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Modes of Stowing the Slaves, 


below, that it is impoffible to walk through them, withoug 
treading on them. ‘Thofe, who are out of irons, are locked |, 
fpoonways (in the technical phrafe) to one another. It is the 
firit mate’s duty to fee them ftowed in this way every morn- 
ing; thofe who do not get quickly into their places, are 
compelled by a cat-of-nine-tails. 

When the {cuttles are obliged to be fhut, the gratings are |} 
not fufficient for airing the rooms. He never himfelf could | 
breathe freely, unlefs immediately under the hatchway. He |} 
has feen the flaves drawing their breath with all thofe labort- |, 
eus and anxious efforts for life, which are obferved in exe | 
piring animals, fubjected by experiment. to foul air, or in the 
exhauffed receiver of an air pump. He has alfo feen them 
when the tarpawlings have inadvertently been thrown over | 
the gratings, attempting to heave them up}; crying out in . 
their own language, “ We are dying: on removing the tar- i 
pawlings and gratings, they would fly to the hatchway with , 
all the figns of terror, and dread of fuffocation. Many of || 
them he has feen in a dying ftate, but fome have recovered | 
by being brought hither, or on the deck ; others were irre- |} 
coverably loft, by /uffocation, having had na previous figns of : 
andi[pofition. i 

Mr. Falconbridge alfo ftates on this head, that when em- | 
ployed in ftowing the flaves he made the moft of the room, 
and wedged them in. "They had not fo much room as a maa} 
an bis cofin, either in length or breadth, It was impoffible. 
for them to turn or fhift with any degree of eafe. He had, 
often occafion to go from one fide of their rooms to they 
other, in which cafe he always took off bis /hoes, but could) 
not avoid pinching them; he has the marks on his feet where, 
they bit and fcratched him. In every voyage when the fhip, 
was full they complained of heat and want of air. Confine-; 
ment in this fituation was fo injurious, that he has known, 
them go down apparently in good health at night and found, 
dead in the morning. On his laft voyage he cpened a ftout; 
man who fo died. He found the contents of the thorax, 
and abdomen healthy, and therefore concludes be died of fife; 
focation in the night. : 

He was never among them for ten minutes below toge! 
ther, but his fhirt was as wet as if dipt in water. 

One of his fhips, the Alexander, coming out of Bonny, 
got aground on the bar, and was detained there fix or feven|| 
days, with a great fwell and heavy rain. At this time the 
air ports were obliged to be fhut, and part of the gratings om 

the weather fide covered: almoft all the men flaves were tap 










































with ts bad Confequences. 4x 


Ken ill with the flux. The laft time he went down to fee 
}them it was fo hot that he took off his thirt. More than 
jcwenty of them had then fainted, or were fainting. He got, 
however, feveral of them hawled on deck. Two or three of 
‘thefe died, and moft of the reft before they reached the Weit 
Indies. He was down ofly about fifteen minutes, and be- 
came fo ill by it, that he could not get up without help, and 
was difabled (the dyfentery feizing him alfo) from doing du- 
ty the reft of the paflage. On board the fame {hip he has 
known two or three inftances of a dead and living flave found 
an the morning /hackled together. Ff 
The crowded fate of the flaves, and the pulling of the fhoes 
. 4 the furgeons as defcribed above, that they might not hurt 
Pthem in traverfing their rooms, are additionally mentioned by 
Surgeons Wilfon and Claxton. The flaves are faid alfo by 
Hall and Wilfon to complain on account of heat. Both Hall, 
Town, and Morely, defcribe them as often in a vialent per- 
WPrration, or dew /weat.. Mr. Ellifon has feen them faint 
hrough beat, and obliged to be brought on deck, the iteam 
soning up through the gratings like a furnace. In Wilfon’s 
ind Town’s fhips fome have gone below well in an evening, 
mnd in the morning have been. found dead, and Mr. Newton 
tas often feen a dead and living man chained together, and 
jo ule his own wosds, one of the pair dead. 
_ To prove that this howage, and of courfe that the confe- 
Jvences of it, mutt unavoidably be as defcribed by the Gen- 
Pemen above, the following fpecies of evidence and calcula- 
ion may be reforted to. | 
| Captain Parrey of the Royal. Navy was. fent by Govern- 
nent in the year 1788, to meafure fuch of the flave veflcls as. 
rere then lying at Liverpool, and to make a report of the 
ime to the Houfe of Commons. In this Keport are men- 
oned the names of the different veffels, and their refpective 
imenfions as taken by him, The firft of thefe, as delivered: 
himfelf, is the Brookes, and. as fome one fhip mult be 
ken to make out the proof intended, it will be lefs objec- 
onable to take the firft that comes than any other. ‘The. 
imenfions then of the Brookes, as reported by Capt. Parrey 
ill be found as in the annexed Plans, 
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This Mode of Stowage and its Confequences, 


Dimenfions of the Ship. Feet 


Length of the Lower Deck, gratings and bulk- 
heads included at AA -- - - - = - 
Breadth of Beam on the Lower Deck infide, BB 
Depth of Ho/d, OOO from cieling to cieling 
Height between decks from deck todeck - - - 
Length of the Mens Room, CC on the lower deck 
Breadth of the Mens Room, CC on the lower deck 
Length of the Platforms, DD in the mens room 
Breadth of the P/atforms in the mens room on each 
OS eben oe ats ih ay ee 

Length of the Boys Room, EE - - - «© - - 
Breadth of the Boys Room - - - - + = = 
Breadth of Platforms, FF in boys room - - - 
Length of Womens Room, GG - - * - = 
‘Breadth of Womens Room - - + -- = © = = 
Length of Platforms, HH in womens room, - = - 
Breadth of P/atforms in womens room, - - = = 
Length of the Gua Room, II on the lower deck, - 
Breadth of the Gun Room on the lower deck - -— 
‘Length of the Quarter Deck, KK -. - - =. = 
Breadth of the Quarter Deck, - mS 
Length of the Cabm, LL - - - - = - = = 
Height of the Cabin - - - - = - 6 © =e 
Length of the Half Deck, MM - - - -' = - 
Height of the Half Deck - - - - - += = g 
Length of the Platforms, NN on the half deck, - 

_ Breadth.of the Platforms on the Balfdeck - - - 
Upper deck, PP. 
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Let it now be fuppofed that the above are the real dimen 
fions of the thip Brookes, and farther, that every man flave 
is to-be allowed fix feet by one foot four inches-for roor 
every woman five feet ten by one foot four, every boy five 
feet by one foot two, and every girl four feet fix by one foo 
it will follow that the annexed Plan of a flave veflel will | 
precifely the reprefentation of the thip Brookes, and of th 
exact number of perfons neither more nor lefs, that could t 
{towed in the diferent rooms of it upon thefe data. Thefé, 
if counted, (* deducting the women towed in Z of Fig 


"* By the late A@ of Parliament the {pace Z, which is half of 
half-deck MZ, is appropriated to the feamen. 7 
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confirmed by another Species of Prosf. 


. and VII.) will be found to amount to four hundred and 
yi-one. Now, if it be confidered that the thip Brookes is 
320 tons, and that fhe is allowed to carry by A& of Par- 
iment four hundred and fifty four perfans, it is evident that 
three more could be wedged among the number reprefent- 
_in the plan, this plan would contain precilely the number 
hich the Act directs ; and if it fhould be farther confidered 
at there ought to be in each apartment in the plan, one or 
pre tubs, as well as ftanchions to fupport the platforms and 
icks, for which no deduétion has been made, in order to 
ye every pofhible advantage in flowing, then the above plan 
ly be confidered as giving a very favourable reprefentation 
the flowing of the negroes even fince the late regulating 
?, The plan, therefore, abundantly proves that the flow- 
e of thefe poor people, as well as the confequences of it, 
Wt have been as defcribéd by the Evidences above; for, if 
ten four hundred and fifty-one flaves are put into the diffe- 
ht rooms of the Brookes, the floors are not only covered 
th bodies, but thefe bodies actually touch each other, what 
nit have been their fituation, when fix hundred were ftow- 
| in them at the time alluded to by Dr. ‘Trotter, who be- 
nged to this fhip, and fix hundred and nine by the confef- 
p of the flave merchants in a fubiequent voyage +. 

[{o come now to the different incidents on the paflage. 
r. Falconbridge fays, that there is a place in every fhip 
the fick flaves, but there are no accommodations for them, 
they lie on the bare planks. ‘He has feen frequently the 
bminent parts of their bones about the fhoulder-blade and 

es bare. 

He fays he cannot conceive any fituation fo dreadful and 
lzudting as that of flaves when ill of the flux: in the Alex- 
Her, the deck was covered with blood and mucus, and refem- 
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| The fituation of the flaves muft be dreadful even on the prefent 
ulated plan; for their bodies not only touch each other, but many 
Lem have not even room to fit upright; for when every deduétion 
been made, the height above the platform DFH, Fig. 1.. and be- 
r it CEG, is in the Brookes but two feet feven inches. The average 
ight in nine other veflels meafured by Captain “Parrey, was only five 
two inches; and in the Venus and Kitty, the flaves had not two 
; above or below the platforms. , THe flaves immediately under the 
ims muft be in a ftill more dreadful fituation, as is {een by the plans, 
jin Fig.d. under the upper deck PP, and lower deck AA, thefe 
ms are reprefented by fhaded fquares, as alfo they are introduced in, 
. UL. and HT. : 








\d a flaughter-boufe. The itench and foul air were intoler=, 
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Incidents on the Paffage. 


The flaves, fhackled together, frequently quarrel. In eac 
apartment there ‘ate. three cr four tubs placed for their con 
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venience: thofe however at a diftance find it difficult to get 
over other flaves to thefe tubs: fometimes if one wants to gy 
to them, his companion refufes to go with him; if relaxed hg’ 
exonerates while difputing over his neighbours. ‘This caulef 
great difturbance. 
He has known feveral flaves on board refufe fuftenance| 
with a defign to frarve themfelves.. Compulfion was ufed ig 
every fhip he was in to make them take their food. He has 
known alfo many inftances of their refufing to take medicineg 
when fick, becaufe they wi/bed to die. A woman on board th 
Maxsnoes. was dejected from the moment fhe came on ae | 
and refaled both food and medicine: being afked by the in; 
terpreter what fhe wanted, the replied, nothing but to die—! 
and fhe did die. Many other flaves exprefled ‘the fame wilh,’ 
The thips, he fays, are firted up. with a view to prevent flaves’ 
jumping overboard; notwithflanding which he has known iny’ 
tances of their doing fo. In the Alexander two were loft in’ 
this way. In the fame voyage, near twenty jumped overboard! 
out of the Enterprife, Capt. Willon, and feveral from a large 
Frenchman in Bonny River. 
In his firft voyage he faw at Bonny, on board the Emilia, 
a woman chained to the deck, who, the chief mate faid, was’ 
mad. On his fecond vcyage, there was a woman on boar@ 
his own fhip, whom they were forced to chain.at certain times,’ 
in a lucid interval fhe was fold at Jamaica. He alcribes this’ 
iafanity to their being torn from their connechions and country.’ 
Door Trotter, examined on the fame fubjeCt, fays, that} 
the man fold with his family for witcheraft, (of which he had! 
been accufed, out of revenge, by a Cabofheer, p. 21.) refufed, 
all fuftenance after he came on board. Early next morning: 
it was found he had attempted tocut.his throat. Dr. ‘Trotter’ 
fewed up the wound, but the following night the man had not 
only torn out the futures, but had made a fimiliar attempt on 
the other fide. From the ragged edges of the wound, and’ 
the blood upon his finger ends, it appeared to have been done’ 
with his nails, for though frist fearch was made through all’ 
the rooms, no inftrument was found. He declared ie never 
would go with white men, uttered incoherent fentences, and” 
looked wifhfully at the tkies. His hands were fecured, but | 
petffing to refufe all fuftenance, he died of hunger in eight or 
ten days. , 
He remembers alfo an inflance of a woman who perithed™ 
from refufing food ; the was repeatedly flogged, and victuals” 
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Incidents on the Paffage. 


bi into her mouth, but mo means could make her {wallow 
/and fhe lived for the four laft days in a flate of torpid in- 
pSbility. 
| A man jumped overboard, at Annamaboe and was drowned. 
‘bow alfo, on the Middle Paffage, but he was taken up. 
-woman allo, after having been taken up, was chained for 
me time to the mizen maift, but being let loofe again made 
{econd attempt, was again taken up, and expired under the 
paging: given her in confequence. 
‘Mr. Wilfon, fpeaking alfo on the fame fubjedt, relates among 
any cafes where force was necefjary to oblige the ilaves totake 
od, that of a young man. He had not been long on board 
bore he perceived him get thin. On inquiry he found the 
an had not taken his food, and refufed taking any. Mild 
leans were then ufed to divert him from his refolution, 
well as promifes that he fhould have any thing he withed 
+: but ftill he refufed to eat. They then whipped him with 
te cat, but this alfo wasineffeCtual. He always kept his teeth 
/faft, that it was impoffible to get any thing down. ‘They 
.en endeavoured to introduce a Specutum Oris between them: 
at the points were too obtufe to enter, and next tried a Golus 
wfe, but with the fame effect. In this ftate he was for four 
: five days, when he was brought up as dead, to be thrown 
yerboard ; but Mr. Wilfon finding life flill exifting, repeated 
's endeavours though in vain, and two days afterwards he 
jas brought up again in the fame flate as before. He then 
emed to with to getup. The crew affifted him, and brought 
/m aft to the fire place, when in a feeble voice, in his own 
gue he afked for water, which was given him. Upon this 
h began to have hopes of difluading him from his defign, 
at he again fhut his teeth as fait as ever, and refolved to die, 
pod on the ninth day from his firfi refufal he died. 
Mr. Wilfon fays it hurt his feelings much to be obliged to 
fe the cat fo frequently to force them to take their food. In 
he very act of chaftifement, they have looked up at him with 
{mile, and in their own language have faid, “ prefently we 
ball be no more.” 
In the fame fhip a woman found means to convey below the 
a preceding fome rope-yarn, which fhe tied to the head 
the armourer’s vice, then in the women’s room. She faften- 



















uft have ufed great exertions to accomplifh her end. A 


ung woman alfo hanged herfelf, by tying rope-yarn to a 
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1 it round her neck, and in the morning was found dead, ~ 
ith her head lying on her fhoulder, whence it appeared, the. 


atten, near her ufual fleeping-place, and then flipping off the, 
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Incidents on the Paffage. 


platform. The next morning the was found warm, and 
uled the proper means for her recovery, bat in vain. =| 

In the fame fhip alfo, when off Annabona, a flave on 1 
fick 1i@ jumped overboard, and was picked up by the natiy; 
but died foon afterwaids. At another time, when at fea, ty 
captain and olficers when at dinner, heard the alarm of a flavs 
being overboard, and found it true, for they perceived hi 
making every exertion to drown himfelf, He put his beadu 
up ; and thus went down, asi 
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exulting that be had got away. H 
Beides the above inliance, a man flave whocame on hoa! 
apparently well, became aiterwaids mad, and at length dir 


infane. 
Mr. Claxton, the fourth furgeon examined on thefe point: 
declares the fteerage and boys room to have been infuliicient) 
receive the fick 5 they were therefore obliged to place tog 
ther thofe that were, and thofe that were not difeafed, andy 
confequence the difeafe and mortality {pread more and mor; 
The captain treated them with more tendernefs than he 
heard was ufual, but the men were not humane. Some ¢ 
the moft difeafed were obliged to keep on deck with a 
{pread for them to lie on. This, in a little time, becat 
nearly covéred with blood and mucus, which involuntaril 
iffued from them, and therefore the failors, who had the di. 
agreeable tafk of cleaning the fail, grew angry with the flave 
and ufed to beat them inhumanly with their hands, or wi 
cat. The flaves in confequence grew fearful of committia. 
this involuntary action, and when they perceived they 
done it, would immediately creep to the tubs, and there f 
{training with fuch violence, as to produce a prolapfus 
which could not be cured. re 
Some of the flaves on board the fame fhip, fays Mr. Clas 
ton, bad fuch an averfion to leaving their native places, thi 
they threw themfelves overboard, on an idea that they /houh 
&et back to their own country. ‘The captain, in order to : 
viate this idea, thought of an expedient, viz. to cut of fi 
heads of thofe who died, intimating to them, that ifdetermi 
ed to go, they muit return without their heads. The flave 
were accordingly brought up to witnefs the operation. © 
of them feeing, when on deck, the carpenter ftanding wi 
his hatchet up ready to ftrike off the head of a dead {la 
with a violent exertion got loofe, and flying to the place whe 
the nettings had been unloofed, in order to empty the tu 
he darted overboard, The fhip brought to, and a man 
placed in the main chains to catch him, which he perceivil 


























































Fa" Ron Tet 4 sah 
ed. under water, and rifing again at a diftance from the fhip, ae 
de figns, which words cannot delcribe, expreffive of bis bap- ne 
eft. in efeaping. Ue then went down, and was ieen no oe ear 
Ire, Lhis circumf{tance deterred the captain from trying the ‘4 ea 
pedient any more, and therefore he refolved for the future eae 
‘be faw they were determined to throw them/elves overboard) 
keep a ftritt watch ; notwithitanding which, fome after- g 
rds contrived to unloofe the lefhing, fo that two aétually t 
ew themfelves into the fea, and were loft; another Was € 
ight when about three parts overboard. 

All the above incidents. defcribed as to have Tacaense on 5 
|} Middle Paffage, are amply correborated by the other evi- a 

aces. - The flaves he on the bare boards, {ays Surgeon Wil- ee he 
. They are frequent/y bruifed, and the prominent parts of ee 
body excoriated. adds the iame gentleman, as alfo Trotter ee 

t Newton. Their being daked together, their quarreling, ; 

L the dificulty of g getting to their tubs, ave additionally men- i Y 

ned by Halland Newton. They have been feen by More- 
wallowing ii in their blood and excrement, Claxton, Ellifon, 
it Hall deferibe them as refufing luftenance, and compelled ta 
by the whip. Morley has feen the pannekin dafhed againit 
ir teeth, and the rice held in their mouths, to make them 
silow it, till they were almoft ftrangled, and they have even 
pn thud Jorewed * wiih this view in the ihips of ‘Town and 
lar. 

lhe man allo, fays the former, ftolen at Galenas River, (p. 
) retufed to eat, and per/jied tll be died — 

' woman fays the latter, who was brought on board, refufed 
fenance, neither would the {peak. She was then ordered 
thumb fcrews, fufpended in.the mizen rigging, and every 
empt was made with th ic cat to compell her to eat, dué to 
purpofe. she died in three or four days after voaede Mr. 
! liar was told that fhe had faid the night before ihe diced, 
the was going to her friends.” 

Asa hicd | feeritich itlance, in another veffel, may be men- 
ned that related by Mr. ifaac Parker. ‘lhere was a 
| ld, fays he, on board of nine mvaths old. which refufed ta eed 
, for which the captain tuck it up in his -hand, and flogged pat 
ith a cat, faying at the fame time, ‘* Damn you, Ill make 
Va or Pil kill you.” ‘Lhe fame child having, {weed 



































To fhew the feverity of this punifiment, Mr, Dove fays, that while 
im flaves Were under che torture cf ‘he thumb-ic: ews, the iweat ran Niel 
Hh} their f ces, and they trembled as under a violent ague fit, and \ iN 
Pllifon } as known inftane:s of rheir dying, a mortification having 
Pu place im their cuumbs a coiiequence of theie icrews. 








ncidenis on the Pal/age. 


feet, the captain ordered them to be put into water, thon} 
the /bip’s cook told him it was too hot. This brought off th 
£cin and nails. He then orderd fweet oil and cloths, whik 
Ifaac Parker himfelf applied to the feet; and as the child 
mefs time again refufed to eat, the captain again took it 1, 
and flogged it, and tied a log of mango-wood eighteen or twe: 
ty inches long, and of twelve or thirteen pounds weight roun 
tts neck, as a punifhment, He repeated the flogging for fou 
days together at mefs time. The laft time after flogging i. 
he let it drep out of his hand, with the fame expreffion as bt 
fore, and accordingly in about three quarters of an hour th 
child died. He then called its mother to heave it overboan 
and beat her for refufing. He however forced her to take 
up, and go to the fhip’s fide, where holding her'head on On. 
Jide to avoid the fight, fhe dropped her child overboard, afte 
which fhe cried for many hours. : 4 
Befides inftances of flaves refufing to eat, with the view ¢ 
deftroying themfelves, and dying in confequence of it, thol 
ef their going mad, are confirmed by ‘Town, and of their jump. 
ing overboard, or attempting to do it, by Town, Millar, El 
fon, and Hall. s 
Other incidents on the paflage, mentioned by fome of the evi 
dences in their examination, may be divided into three kinds 
The firft kind confifts of infurre€tions on the part of th 
flaves. Some of thefe frequently attempted to rife, but wer 
prevented, (Wilfon, Town, Trotter, Newton, Dalrymple, 
lifon,) others rofe, but were quelled, (Ellifon, Newton, Fal 
| conbridge,) and others rofe, and fucceeded, killing almoft al 
the whites, (Falconbridge and Town).—Mr. Town fays, tha 
inquiring of the flaves intothe caufe of thefe infurreétions, hy 
he has been afked, what bufinefe he had to carry them froy 
their country ? They had wives and children, whom they 
ted to be with, =, 
After an infurreion, Mr. Ellifon fays, he has feen then 
flogged, and the cook’s tormentors and tongs heated to bur 
4a their jlefb. Mx. Newton alfo adds, that it is ufual for cap. 
Wl ! tains, after infurreCtions and plots happen, to flog the {lave 
0 Some captains, on board whofe fhips he has been, added the 
thumb-fcrew, and one in particular told him repeatedly 
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Mt | of torture, 

! hi | ‘ The fecond fort of incident on the paflage is mentioned by 

me Mr. Falconbridge in the inftance of an Englith veflel S/owing 
‘ tp off Galenas, and moft of the men-flaves, entangled in thet 


trons, pertfbing, 
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y i i ie: he had put flaves to death after an infurretlion by various mode 
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Incidents on the Pajaze. ii 
he third fort is deferibed by Mr. Hercules Rofs as fol- | 


loWs. One inftance, fays he, marked with peculiar circumftan- ; 
4 ene occurs :—About twenty years ago a fhip from | 
Africa, with about four hundred ilaves on board, ftruck upon 
fome fhoals, called the Morant Keys, diftant eleven leagues, 
5. S. E. off the eaft end of Jamaica. ‘The officers and fea- 
en of the thip landed in their boats, carrying with them arms } 
and provifions. ‘Che flaves were left on board in their irons 
and thackles. This happened in the night time. ~ The Mo- 
rant Keys confit of three {mall fandy iflands, and he under- i 
tood that the fhip had {truck upon the fhoals, at about half 
league to windward of them. When morning came, it was 
toe that the negroes had got out of their irons, and 
vere bufy making rafts, upon which they placed the women 
nd children, whilft the men, and others capable ot {wimming, ii 
Blended upon the rafts, whilft they drifted before the wind } 
powards the ifland where the feamen had landed. From an ap- 
presenfion that the negroes would confume the water and provi- 
pons which the feamen had landed, they came to the refolu-° 
jon of deftroying them, by means of their fire-arms and o- 
[her weapons. As the poor wretches approachéd the fhore; 
hey atually doftroyed between three and four hundred of them. 
Sut of the whole cargo only thirty-three or thirty four were ne 
ved, and brought to Kingfton, where Mr. Rols faw them _ fia 
lold at public vendue. This fhip, to the beft.of his recollec- 
jon, was configned to a Mr. Hugh Wallace, of the parifh of ‘i 
Bt. Elizabeth’s. | 
Mr. Rofs fays, in extenuation of this maffacre, that the crew 
sere probably drunk, or they would not have aGted fo, but he 
hoes not know it to have been the cafe. 
| ‘When the fhips arrive at their deftined ports, the flaves are 
xpofed tofale, They are fold either by fevamble or by ven- 
he. (1. €.) publick au@ion, or by lots. The fale by fcram- 
ble is thus deferibed by Mr. Falconbridge. “In the Emilia, 
fays he) at Jamaica, the fhip was darkened with fails, and 
overed round. ‘The men flaves were placed on the main 
eck, and the women on the quarter deck. The purchafers 
n fhore were informed a gun would be fired when they were 
ady to open the fale. A great number of people came on * 
oard with tallies or cards in their hands, with their own names 
on them, and rufked throngh the barricado door with the 
rocity of brutes. “Some had three or four handkerchiefs tied 
gether, to enircle as many as they thought fit for their pur- 
ple. In the yard at Grenada, he adds, (where another of 
is thips, the Alexander, fold by {crambie) the women were 
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them— Relatives feparated. 
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Manner of Sellins 


fo terrified, that feveral of them got out of the yard, and ra | 
about St. Georae! s town as if they were mad. In his fecon¢ 
voyage, while lying at Kinetton, he faw a fale by fcramble ot! 
board the Tryal, Captain Macdonald. Forty or fifty of th¢ 
dlaves leaped into the fea, 4s of which, however, he believes, 
were taken up again.” This is a very general mode of fale’ 
Mr. Baillie fays, it was the common mode in America where, 
he has been. Mr. Fitzmaurice has been at twenty fales by 
{cramblein Jamaica. Mr. Clappefon never faw any other mode: 
of fale during his refidence there, and it is mentioned as hay. 
ing been practifed under the infpection of Morley and of Trot, 
ter. 

The flaves fold by publick au€tion or-vendue are generally 
the refufe, or fickly flaves. Thefe are in fuch a ftate of health, 
that they fell, fays Baillie, greatly under price. Falconbridge, 
has known them fold for five dollars each, Town for a guinea, 
and Mr. Hercules Rofs as low as a fingle ‘dollar, 

The ftate of fuch is defcribed to be very deplorable by, Ge. 
neral Tottenham and Mr. Hercules Rofs. The former fays, 
that he once obferved at Barbadoes a number of flaves that, 
had been landed from‘a fhip. ‘They were brought into the, 
yard adjoining the place of fale. Thofe that were not - | 
ill were put into little huts, and thofe that were worfe were. 
left in the yard to die, for ‘nabody gave them any thing to cat. 
or drink; and fome of them hived three days in that Situations 
‘The latter has frequently feen the very refu/fe (as they are 
vermed) of the flaves of Guinea fhips landed and carried to. 
the vendue-mafters in a very wretched ftate; fometimes in 
the agonies of death; and he has known inftances of their extn 
piring in the piazza of the vendue.mafer. 

Mr. Newton fays, that in none of the fales he faw was 
there any care ever taken to prevent fuch flaves as were rel 
tions from being feparated. They were feparated as /heep and 
lambs by the butchenda Lis feparation of relations and friends 
is confirmed by Davifon, ‘Trotter, Clappefon, and Town. Fitze, 
maurice alfo mentions the fame, with an exception only to i 
fants; but Mr. Falconbridge fays, that. one of his captains 
(Frazer) recommended it to the planters, never to feparalll 
relations and friends, He fays he once heard of a perfon r 
fufing to purchafe a man’s wife, and was next day inform 
the man had hanged himfelf. - 

With relpedt to the mortality of flaves in the paflage, Mg! 
Fal iconbudae a fays, that in three voyages he purchafed 110 
eand loft 191; Trotter,’ in one voyage, about 600, and loft 
bout 70; Millar, in ane voyage, 490, and loft 180; Ellifon, 











Deplorabie State of the Refufe or Sickly Slaves. 5 
m three voyages, where he recolleéts the mortality, bought 
a and loft 3 56. In one of thefe voyages, fays the latter, 
he flaves had the fmall-pox. In this cafe he has feen the plat- 
lorm one continued {cab: eight or ten of them were hauled up 
lead in a morning, and the fle éfh and fkin peeled off their wrifis 
phen taken ee oF 
| Mr. Morley fays, that in four voyages he purchafed about 
'325, and loft about 313. Mr. Town, in two voyages, 630, 
nd loft 115. Mr. Claxton, in one voyage, 250, and loft 132.: 
n this voyage, he fays, they were fo ftraitened for provi- 
lons, that if they had been ten days more at fea, they muft 
ke have eaten the flaves that died, or have made the liv- 
g flaves walk the plank, a term in ufe among Guinea captains 
pr making the flaves throw themfelves overboard. He fays alfo 
at he fell in with the Hero, Captain Withers, which had: 
mt 360 flaves, or more than half her cargo, by the fmaall- -pox, 
The furgeon of the Hero told him, that when the flaves were: 
bmoved from one place to another, they left marks of their 
un and blood upon the deck, and it was the moft horrid Bent: 
2 had ever feen. 
‘Mr. Wilfon ftates, that in his fhip, and three others, wal 
ging to the fame concern, they purchafed among them 2064’ 
aves, and loft 586. He adds, that he fell in with the Hero, 
he Withers, at St. Thoras’ s, which had loft 159 flaves 
the fmall-pox. Capt. Hall, in two voyages, purchafed 5 50, 
}d loft 110. He adds, that he has known fonie {hips in the: 
Ive trade bury @ quarter, fome a third, and others half of 
eir cargo. It as very uncommon to find [hips without fome- 
: * in their flaves. 
9 Befides thofe which die on the paflage, it muft be noticed 
re, that feveral die foon after they are fold. . Sixteen, fays’ 
. Falconbridge, were fold by auétion out of the Alexander, 
| cidom died before the fhip left the Weft Indies. Out 
fourteen, fays Mr. Claxton, fold from his fhip in an infec- 
us ftate, only four hved; and though in the four voyages 
intioned by Mr, Wilfon no lefs than 586 perifhed on the 
Pige out of 2064, yet 220 additionally died of the fmall- 
in a very little time after their delivery in the River Plate, 
Bking the total lofs for thofe fhips not lefs than 836, out of* 
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Total purchafed 7904, loft 2053, exclufive of the Hero, being above 
fourth of the number purchafed, The reader will obferee, that” 
Claxton fell in with the Hero on one voyage, and Mr. Wilfon on. 
her, 
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52 , Caufes ofthe Mortality on Board and after Sale. 


The caufes of the diforders which carry off the flaves in fue 
numbers, are afcribed by Mr. Falconbridge to a difeafed mind! 
fudden tranfitions from heat to cold, a putrid atmofphere, wah: 
Jowing in their own exerements, and being fhackled together: 
AA dileafed mind, he fays, is undoubtedly one of the caufes;’ 
for many of the flaves on board refuled medicines, giving as 
a reafon that they wanted to die, and could never be cured! 
Some few on the other hand, who did not appear to think 4 
much of their fituation, recovered. That fhackling together is’ 
alfo another caufe, was evident from the circumttance of the’ 
men dying 7m twice the proportion the women did; and fo long’ 
as the trade continues, he adds, they mu/? be thackled together’ 
for nc man will attempt to carry them out of irons, 3g 

Surgeon Wilfon, examined on the fame topick {peaks near.’ 
ly in the fame manner. He fays, that of the death of two! 
thirds of thofe who died in his thip, the primary caufe 
melancholy. This was evident not only from the /ymptoms of 
the diforder, and the circumftance that no one who had it was 
ever cured, whereas thofe who had it not, and yet were ill; 
recovered, but from the language of the flaves themfelves, who 
declared that they wifhed to die, as alfo from Captain Smith’s! 
own declaration, who faid, their deaths were to be aferibed ta 
their thinking fo much of their fituation. Though feveral died 
of the flux, he attributes their death primarily to the caufe be 
fore afligned; for, fays he, their original diforder was a /ixea' 
melancholy, and the fymptoms lownefs of fpirits and defpon: 
dency. Hence they refufed food. This only increafed the 
fymptoms. ‘The ftomach afterwards got weak. Hence the’ 
belly ached, fluxes enfued, and they were carried off. 3 

Mr. Town, the only other perfon who {peaks of the cauf 
of the diforders of the flaves, fays, “ they often fall fick, fome 
times owing to their crowded ttate but moflly to grief for e 
ing carried away from their country and friends.” °'Vhis 
knows from inquiring frequently (which he was enabled te 
do by underftanding their language) into the circumftances 0! 
their grievous complaints *. 

As the trade may be faid to end on the delivery of the flaves 
in the Weft Indies, it may not be imroper to ftate the opi 
of fome of the Evidence concerning it. 





*It is evident from hence, that no Rerulation of the Trade can hi 
the evils in this branch of the fubje&. It can never cure melancholy 
w difecfed mind. \t can never prevent an injured people from ri ing 
out of roms, nor can it take away corrupted air, unlels it reduce | 
number to be carried fo low, as not to make it worth the while of 


flave-merghants to tranfport them, 
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Opinions of feveral of the Evidences refpecting the Trade. 53 


Mr. Wilfon ftates, that his reafon for quitting his late em- 
loyment was, that he did not like to continue in a trade, 
that did not perfectly coincide with his ideas, and was not to 
his fatisfaQtion, being ob/iged to make ufe of means for the pre- 
fervation of the cargo, contrary to his feelings and fenfe of hu- 
manity. 

| Mk. Falconbridge declares, that in his firft and fecond voy- 
ace he refleGted but little on the juftice or injuftice of the 
D hae. In his laft voyage he reflected more, and the more he 
oe Jo, the more he was convinced it wasan unnatural, imquitous, 





nd villainous trade, and he could not reconcile it to bis confci- 
ence. ‘This was the reafon for his leaving it. He adds, that 
he believes at the time he left it, he could have gone again 
with Capt. Frazer, if be had chofen it, and he was afterwards 
repeatedly folicited to go to the Gold Coaft by Captain Thomp- 
fon. 

Captain Wilfon declares from the whole of his experience, 
as an impartial man, he has long fince formed an opinion, 
(which each fucceeding day’s experience has jufiified and confirm- 
ed) that it is a trade evidently founded on injujfitce and treach- 
ery, manifefily carried on by opprefion and cruelty, and not un- 
frequently terminating in murder. 

Captain Hall makes a declaration alfo, that when he left’ 
the trade he could have obtained the command of a ship in it, 
which command at that time wou/d have been.a very /ucrative 
one, but that he quitted it from a conviction that wt was perfett- 
ly dlegal, and founded in blood, 


i 











' 





GP APRAD EV, 
“fricans, when bought, their general Efumation and Treats 
ment—Thefe become either Plantation or In and Out-Doore , 
Slaves—Labour of the Planiation Slaves in and out of Crop. q 
— Their Days of Refl—Food— Clothing —Houfes—Propert % 
—Situation of the In and Out Door Slaves—Ordinary Punifhe 
ment of the Slaves by the Whip and Cow-/kin—Frequeney — 
and feverity of thefe Pumifhments-— Extraordinary Punifha 
ments of many Kinds—The Concern which the very Wome | 
take .in thefe Ordinary and Extraordinary Punifhbments— , 
| — The different nominal Offences mentioned in the Evidence, 
which Occafion them—Capital Offences and Punifhmenis—_ 
Slaves turned off to feal, beg, or flarve, when incapable of 
Labour—Slaves have little or no Redrefs againft ill Ufage of 
any fort—Laws lately enaGed, but not with an Intention to . 
Jerve the Staves, and of little or no Ufe. . | 
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Pes Natives of Africa, when bought by the European Co- 
loniits, are generally elteemed, fays Dr. Jackfon, a /pecies of | 
inferior beings, whom the right of purchafe gives the owner @ 
power of ufing at bis will, Coniiitently with this definition, 
we find the evidence afferting with one voice, that they” 
““ have no legal protection againft their matters,” and 
courfe that “ their treatment varies according to the difpo 
fition of their Mafters.” If their mafters be good men, 
fays the Dean of Middleham, they are well off, but, if not 
they fuffer. The general treatment, however, is defcribed 
to be very fevere. Some fpeak more moderately than others 
upon it, but a// concur in the general ufage as being bad. Mr. 
Woolrich, examined upon this point, fays, that he never 
knew the beft mafter in the Weft Indies ule his flaves fo well 
as the worlt matter his fervants in England ; that their ftate 
is inconceivable ; that it cannot be defcribed to the full un- 
deritanding of thofe who have never feen it, and that a fight 
of fome gangs would convince more than all words. Others 
again make ufe of the words, “ ufed with great cruelty,— 
** like beafts or worfe :” and the Dean of Middleham, afte 
balancing in his mipd all his knowledge upon this fubject, 
cannot fay, (fetting afide on one hand particular inftances of 
great feverity, and on the other hand particular inftances of 
great humanity) that treatment altogether humane and prope: 
was the lot of fuch as he had either obferved or heard of. 








Labour of the Field Slaves out of Crop. * 55 


To come to a more particular defcription of their treat- 
iment, it will be proper to divide them into different clafles. 
The firft may be faid to confift of thofe who are bought for 
he plantation ufe. ‘Vhefe will be artificers of various defcrip- 
ions, and the * field flaves. ‘The fecond will confift of what 
lay be termed Jw or Out-door flaves. ‘The former are do- 
heticks both in town and country, and the latter porters, 
dhermen, boatmen, and the like. 
The field flaves, whofe cafe is the firft to be confidered, 
te called out by day-light to their work. For this purpofe 
ne fhell blows, and they hurry into the field. If they are 
ot there in time they are flogged! When put to their work, 
1 perform it in rows, and without exception under the whip 
drivers, a certain number of whom are allotted to each 
ang. By thefe means the weak are made to keep up with 
ne ftrong. Mr. Fitzmaurice is forry to fay, that from this 
aufe many of them are hurried to the grave, as, the able, 
wen if placed with the weakly to bring them up, will leave 
jem behind, and then the weakly are generally flogged ap 
y the driver. ‘This, however, is the mode of their labour. 
.s to the time of it, they begin, as before faid, at day-light, 
nd continue, with two intermiflions, (one for half an hour’ 





be morning, and the other for two hours at noon) till fun- 


|The above defcription, howéver, does not include the 
Ri of their operations for the day, tor it is expected that 
ey fhall range about and pick grails for the cattle. It is 
ear, from the different evidences, that the cuftom of grafs- 
cking varies, as to the time in which it is to be done, on 
fferent eftates, for on fome it is to be done within the in- 
rvals of rett faid to be allowed at noon, and on others after 
le labour of the day. It is complained of, however, in ei- 
ler cafe, as a great grievance, inafmuch as it lengthens the 
e of work ; as alfo becaufe, particularly in droughts, it is 
ry didicult to find grafs at all, and becaule if they do not 
ing it in fufficient quantities, they are punifhed.- Grafs- 
king, fays Capt. Smith, is one of the moft frequent caufes 
‘punithment. He has feen fome flogged for not getting fo 
cat a quantity of it as others, and that at a time, when he 
s thought it zmpoffible they could have gotten half the quan- 
y, having been upon the {pot. ord 
it is impoffible to pafs over in filence the almoft total want 
indulgence which the women {laves frequently experience 
: Among thefe are again included watchmen, drivers, and head | 
RrOes,; © ‘ it 




















56 Hard cafe of the Women Slaves. 


| 
during the operations in the field. It is afferted by Dalrymple,, 
that the drivers in ufing their whip never diftinguith fex. As. 
to pregnant women, and fuch as had children, Mr. Davies, 
believes they were allowed to come into the field a little later, 
than the reft. They did little work after they were four. 
months gone with child, in the experience of Mr. Duncan, 
Dr. Harrifon alfo has known fome overfeers allow complain- 
ing pregnant women to retire from work, but he has feen. 
them labouring in the field, when they feemed to have but a: 
few months to go; they were generally worked as long as. 
able. Much the fame work, fays Mr. Cook, was expected, 
from pregnant women as others. He has feen them holing, 
till a few hours of their delivery, and has known them re-, 
ceive thirty-nine lafhes while in this ftate. Mr. Woolrich. 
thinks the pregnant women had fome little indulgencies, but. 
it was cuftomary for them to work in the field till near their 
time. The whip was occafionally ufed upon them, but not: 
fo feverely as upon the men. Mr. Rees obferving the gangs, 
at work, faw a pregnant woman rather behind the reft. The, 
driver called her to come on, and going back ftruck her with. 
the whip up towards her fhoulders. He aiked another preg-, 
nant woman, if fhe was forced to work like the reft, and the, 
faid, Yes. Sir G. Young adds, that women were confider-, 
ed to milcarry in general from their hard field labour ; and 
Captain Hall fays, that, where they had children, they were, 
fent again after the month to labour with the children upon, 
their backs, and fo little time afforded them to attend their, 
wants, that he has feen a woman feated to give fuck to her 
child, roufed from that fituation by a fevere blow from the, 
cart whip.* 

The above accounts of the mode and duration of the la-, 
bour of the field flaves, are confined to that feafon of the year, 
which is termed, ‘* Out of Crop,” or the time in which they 
are preparing the lands for the erop. In the crop feafon,, 
however, the labour is of much longer duration. Weakly 
handed eftates, fays Mr. Fitzmaurice, which are far the molt 
numerous, form their negroes in crop into two fpells, which gee. 


- nerally change at twelve at noon, and twelve at night. The, 


boilers and others about the works, relieved at twelve at; 
noon, cut canes from fhell-blow, (half paft one) till dark, 
when they carry cane-tops or grals to the cattle pens, and then! 


* In fome eftates, it is ufual to dig a hole in the ground, in which 
they put the bellies of pregnant women, while they whip them, that. 
they may not excufe perkton, Li nor yet endanger the life of the W 


man or child, (Dr. Jackfon, Lieutenant Dayifon.) ' 


















The Labour of the Slaves in Crop Seafon. 


hey may reft till twelve at night, when they relieve the fpell 
n the boiling-houfe, by which they themfelves had been re- 
ieved at twelve in the day. On all the eftates the boiling 
roes on night and day without intermiffion: but well handed 
pltates have three fpells, and intermiffions accordingly. . 
Mr. Dalrymple, {peaking alfo of their labour in time of 





s as long as they can keep awake, or fland on their legs. 
Sometimes they fall afleep, through excefs of fatigue, when 
heir arms are caught in the mill, and torn off. He faw. fe- 
re who had loft their arms in that way. 
- Mr. Cook ftates, on the fame fubje&t, that in crop-time 
hey work in general about eighteen hours out of the twenty- 
‘our, and are often hurt through mere fatigue and want of 
Weep. He knew a girl lofe her hand by the mill while feed- 
ng it, for being overcome by fleep, fhe dropped again{t the 
rollers. He has heard of feveral inftances of this kind. 
} To this account of the labour of the flaves, both in and 
but of crop, it muft be added here, that on fome eftates, it 
hppears by the evidence, they have Sunday and Saturday af- 
ernoon out of crop to themfelves, that is, to cultivate their 
»wn grounds for their fupport; on others, Sunday only; and 
pn others, Sunday only in part, for fome people, fays the 
ean of Middleham, required meat for the cattle on Sundays 
o be gathered twice in the day; and Licutenant Davilon 
ays he has known them forced to work on Sundays for their 
afters. It appears again, that in crop, on no eftates, have 
hey more than Sunday for the cultivation of their lands.. 
The Dean of Middleham has known them continue boiling 
he fugar till late on Saturday night, and in one inftance re- 
members it to have been protraéted till fun-rife off Sunday * 
Pens : and the care afterwards of fetting up the fugar-jars 
nuft have required feveral hours. 
| The point, which may be confidered next, may be that of 
he flaves food. ‘This appears by the evidence to be fubject 
ono rule. On fome eftates they are allowed land, which 
they cultivate fur themfelves at the times mentioned above, 
but they have no provifions allowed them, except perhaps a 








n others they are allowed provifions, but no land : and on 
bee again they are allowed Jand and provifions jointly. 
Vithout enumerating the different ratios mentioned to be al- 
lowed them by the different evidences, it may be fuflicient to 





he days are not fpecified, ' 





trop, fays they are obliged to work as feng as they can, which — 


Pe. prefent of falt filh or beef, or falt pork, at Chriitmas. 


_ * It appears, that they have three or four holidays in the year, but. 






























































































58 The Foéd of ibe Plantation Slaves, \ 
take the higheft. The beft allowance is evidently at Barbas, 
does, and the following is the account of it. The flaves in. 
general, fays General Tottenham, appeared to be ill fed : each | 
flave had a pint of grain for twenty-four hours, and fometimes, 
half a rotten herring when to be had. “ When the herrings. 
were unfit for the whites, they were bought up by the planters 
Jor the faves. Mr. Davis fays, that on thofe eftates in Bare, 
badoes where he has‘feen the flaves allowance dealt out, a, 
grown negro had nine pints of corn, and about one pound of, 
falt filh a week, but the grain of the Weft-Indies is much, 
lighter than wheat. He is of opinion, that in general they, 
were too {paringly fed. he Dean of Middleham alfo men. || 
tions nine pints per week as the quantity given, but that he 
has known matters abridge it in the time of crop. This is the 
greatelt allowance mentioned throughout the whole of the e 
vidence, and this is one of the cafes in which the flaves had | 
provifions but no land. Where, on the other hand, they have: | 
land and no provifions, all the evidences agree that it is quite , 
ample to their fupport, but that they have not fuficient time to 
cultivate it. Their lands too are often at the diltance of three | 
males from their houfes, and Mr. Giles thinks the flaves were 
often fo fatigued by the labour of the week as fearcely to be | 
capac of working in them on Sunday for their own ufer tis . 
allo mentioned as a great hardfhip, that often when they had 
cleared thefe lands, their mafter has taken them away for canes, | 
giving them new wood-land in their ftead, to be cleared a- 
freth. This circumftance, together with the removal of their : 
houfes, many of them have fo taken to heart, as to have died. i 

Whether or no their food may be confidered as fufficient in - 
general for their fupport, may be better feen from the follow- 
ing than the preceding account. Mr. Cook fays, that they | 
have not fufficient food. He has known both Africansand * 
Creoles eat the putrid carcafes of animals, and is convinced! ! 
they did it through want. Mr. J. Terry has known them, on_ | 
eltates where they have been worfe fed than on others, eat the. 
putrid carcafes ofanimalsalfo. Dead mules, horfes, and cows, 
fays Mr. Coor, were all burnt under the inipection of a white 
man. Had they been buried, the negroes would have du 
them up in the night toeat them ¢hrough hunger. It was ge- 
nerally faid to be done to prevent the negroes from eatin 


them, left it fhould breed diftempers. a i 
* All thofeborn iz the #/lands, are called Creoles. Some have attributed’ 
the eating of the putrid carcafes of Animals to the ortiated tafie of the® ; 
flaves contracted in their own country, but the circumftance of thofe 
eating them, who are born in the iflands, totally difproves the allegas — 
tion, and points out the real caufe as afligned above. : 






4, 


. 5 +. een % igee. PY gags 
their Clothing and Houfes. i. 


59 
Befides thefe, there are proofs ofa different nature. Giles, 
oor, Captain Giles, Captain Smith, Davifon, Duncan, Har- A 
Hfon, and Dalrymple, agree, that many of the flaves in the ae 
W eit Indies were thieves, but they all agree alfo inafferting, that 
hey ftole in confequence of hunger, or being ill fed. The 
{ual objetts of their theft are faid by Terry, Clappefon, Dun- 
an, Harrifon, and the Dean of Middleham, to be provi/ions 
ir food. Where they were well fed, on the other hand, fay 
Davifon and Captain Giles, they} did not /leal, and where 
ney where ill fed, fay Terry and Duncan, they ftole at she 
ery bazard of ther fives. The Dean of Middleham and 
larrifon confirm this, by ftating that feveral in confequence 
ff attempting to fteal provifions, have been brought home 
rounded, and almoft cut to pieces, by the watchmen. — 
On the fubjeét of their clothing, there is the fame variation 
; to quantity, asin their food. It depends on the difpofition 
ad circumftances. of their maflers. ‘ The largeft allowance in 
c evidence is that which is mentioned by Dr. Harrifon. 
he men, he fays, at Chriftmas, are allowed two frocks, and 








, f 

) 

y 
vo pair of Ofnaburgh trowfers, and the women two coats and 
id two (hifts a-piece. Some alfo have two hankerchiefs for 
le head. They have no other clothes than thefe, except they Ngee: 
tt them by their own extra labour. Woolrich and Coor a- “re Be 
jee, that as far as their experience went, the mafters did 
bt expend for the clothing of their flaves more than half a Mig atte 
own or three fhillings a year; and Cook fays that they are oo 
general but very indifferently clothed, and that one halfof . 
em go .almoft naked tn the field. 
| With refpeét to their houfes and lodging, the accounts of 
le three following gentlemen will fuffice. 
Mr. Woolrich ftates their houfes to be fmall fquare huts, g 
ilt with poles, and thatched at the top and fides with a kind q 
bamboo, and built by the flaves themfelves. He defcribes 
em as lying ir the middle of thefe huts before a {mall fire, | 
t to have no bedding. Seme, he fays, obtain a board or 
\t to lie on before the fire. A few of the head-flaves have eo 
pins of boards raifed from the floor, but no bedding, except  g 
1@, who have:-a coarfe blanket. 
The Reverend Mr. Rees, defcribing their houfes nearly in q 
t fame manner, obferves that, their furniture confifts of ftools be 


i benches, that they had no beds or bedding in the houfes 














' There is a faying in the Weft Indies, “ that you never feea negre Ener eM genta) 
you fee a thief ;”—a faying which has a tendency to hurt the ne- essay Pet 
yes in the eftimation of thofe who hear it, but which it is eafy to ex- (us 
jin from the above accounts. 
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60 How far Slaves may acquire Property. 


he was in, but that fome of them flept on the ground, and q 
thers on a board raifed from it. i 
Some of the new flaves, fays Dr. Harrifon, havea few blank 
ets, but it isnot the general practice : for in general they hav! 
no bedding at all. ft 
_ Ofthe property of the freld flaves, (the next article to bi 
confidered) the following teftimonies will give a fufficient il! 
luftration. - 
Many field flaves, fays Mr. Woolrich, have it not in thei. 
power to earn any thing, exclufive of their mafler’s w i 
Some few raife fowls, and fome few pigs, and fell them, bu 
their number is very few. q 
Mr. Dalrymple does not fay, that flaves never henaid pol: 
fefled of much property, but he never knew an inflance of it 
nor can he conceive how they can have time for tt. | 
The Dean of Middleham obferves, that the quantity © 
ground allowed to field flaves for raifing provifions does ms 
adnut of ther frequently poffeffing any confiderable prope 
It is not likely they can [pare much of their produce for fa 
Sometimes they poffefs a pig, and twoor three fowls, and j 
‘they have alfo a few plantain trees, thefe may be the means o: 
fupplying them with knives, iron pots, and fuch other co ¥ 
niencies, as their matters do not allow them. | 
The greateft property Mr. M. Terry ever knew a field flay; 
to poflels was two pigs, and a little poultry, raat a) 
not the means of getting much property. 
Mr. J. Terry has known the field flaves fo poor as nai 
be able to have poultry, They were not allowed to keep thee 
on any eftate he knew. On fome they might keep two ’ 
three ‘goats, but very few allowed it. Some keep pigs am 
poultry, if able to buy any. ‘ 7 
To thefe teftimonies it may be added, that all the evid , | 
ces, to whom the queftion has been propofed, agree in anfw 
ing, that they never knew nor heard of a ficld flave ever 
maffing fuch a fum, as enabled him to purchafe Ais Own fr 
dom. : 
- With rebel to the artificers, fuch as houfe carpent 
coopers, and mafons, andthe drivers and head-flaves who fe 
the remaining part of the plantation flaves, they are defcrik 
as having in.general a more certain allowance of proving 
and as being better off. 
Having now defcribed the ftate of the p/antation, it Ww 
‘be proper to fay a few words on that of the In and Out-d 
faves. The In-door flaves, or domefticks, are allowed 
all the evidences to be better clothed, and lefs worked 
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Comparative Situation of the In and Out-door Slaves. 6r 


the others, and invariably to look better. Some, however, 
complain of their being much pinched for food,* and the 
women often fo as to be driven to proftitution, but the gene- 
tal account is, that they are better fed than the field flaves. 
‘Their life, however, is deferibed to be often wretched by 
sing continually under the eye of their mafters and milz 
relfes, and therefore continually fubje&i to be teized and 
mortified atetheir caprice, fo that Forfter, (as will be explain- 
d hereafter) thinks their fituation even harder in this re- 
(pect than that of the field flaves, and Coor has known many 
fthem with to be fent into the field. ; 
With refpeé& to the Out-door flaves, feveral perfons, whe 
ave a few flaves, and little work, allow them to work out, 
and oblige them to bring home three or four bits a day. The 
ituation of thefe is confidered to be very hard, for they are 
often unable to find work, and to earn the ftated fum, and 
et, if they fail, they are feverely punithed. 
as known them fteal grafs, and fell it, to make up the fum re- 
juired, 
_ In this defcription may be ranked fuch as follow the occu- 
ve of porters. Thefe are allowed to work out, and at the 
end: of the week obliged to bring home to their matters a cer- 
ain weekly fum. heir fituation is much aggravated by hay- 
ng no fixed rates. If, fays+ Forfter, on being offered too 
ittle for their work they remonftrate, they are often beaten, 
ind receive nothing, and fhould they refufe the next call from 
he fame perfon, they are fummoned before a magiftrate, and 
punifhed on the parade for refufal, and he has known them fa 
punifhed. ; 


_ To the fame defeription belong thofe unhappy females, who 
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eir owners a certain payment per week. Handfome women 
re expected to bring home. more money than the ordinary. 
hey are punifhed if they return without the Sull wages of their 
Ir oftitutton, oe 

Having now defcribed the labour, food, clothing, houfes, 
roperty, and different kinds of employment of the plantation, 
well as the fituation of the In and Out-door flaves, as far ag 
ne evidence will warrant, it may be proper to advert to their 


nifhments; and firft, to thofe that are infli@ed by the cow- 
sin or the whip. 





* Some give them one, two, or three bits a week to maintain thents 


Ives upon, but the mode of feeding them, as well as their allowance, 
fubje& to no rule. 


+ Mr. Forfter fpeaks of Antigua, 
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Mr. Clappefon. 


‘5 leave to go out for proftitution, and are obliged to bring . 









































































62 Ordinary Pumjlinents of the Slaves 


In the towns many people have their flaves flogged upon, 
their own premifes, in which, cafe it is performed by a man, 
who is paid for it, and who goes round the town in quett of 
delinquents. But thofe, fays Mr. H. Rofs, who do not chufe’ 
to dilturb their neighbours with the flaves cries, fend themto 
the warfs or goal, where they are ~corre¢ted allo by perfons 
paid. At other times they are whipped publickly round the 
town, and at others tied down, or made to ftand in fome pub- 
lick place, and receive it there. 

When they are flogged on the wharfs, to which they go for 
the convenience of the cranes and weights, they are defcrib- 
ed by H. Rofs, Morley, Jeffreys, Town, and Captain Scott, 
to have their arms tied to the hooks of the crane, and weights 
of fitfy-fix pounds applied to their feet. In this fituation the’ 
crane is wound up, fo that it lifts them nearly from the ground | 

) and keeps them in a ftretched pofture, when the whip or cows 
| fkin is ufed. After this they are again whipped, but withe., 
Lony bufhes (which are more prickly than the thorn bufhes in 

this country) in order to det out the congealed blood, Captain’ 

Scott, defcribing it fays, that he faw a white man puriue a, 

negro into the water, bring him out, and take him to the 

wharf, where he had him hung up to a crane by the hands, | 
which were tied together, and weights tied to his feet. When 
thus hoifted up, but fo as ftill to touch the ground, another: 
negro was ordered to whip him with afprickly bufh, He walk-’ 
ed away from the difagreeable fight, The next day he faw. 
the fame negro lying on the beach, and, with the afliftance of 
another, taking the prickles out of his breech, feemingly fwel- 
led and bloody. ‘The negro affigned as a reafon for the whip- | 
ping, the wharfinger thought he had ftaid too long on an er-. 
rand. ; | 
Refpe@ting the whippings in goal and round the town, Dr, | 
Harrifon thought them too fevere to be inflicted on any of the | 
Shuman fpecies. He attended a man, who had been flogged in 
goal, who was ill in confequence five or fix weeks, It was by 
his mafter’s order for not coming when he was called. He 
could lay two or three fingers in the wounds made by the whip, 
On the other mode General Tottenham obferyes, that he 
was at a planter’s houfe when the Jumper came. He heard | 
him afk the mafter, if he had any commands for him. ‘The 
Matter replied, No. The Jumper then afked the Miftvels, 
who replied, Yes. She directed him to take out two vefryi] 
decent women, who attended at table, and to give each’ of 
them a dozen lafhes. General Tottenham expoftulated with’ 
her, but in vain. They were taken out to the publick paradg, 
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Cow-fkine 63 
and he had the curiofity to go with them. ‘The Jumper car- 
nied a long whip like our waggoners. He ordered one of the 
women to turn her back, and to take up her clothes entirely, 
and he gave her a dozen on the breech. Every ftroke brought 
cthfromher. She behaved with altonifhing fortitude. Attter 
he punifhment, fhe, according to cuftom, curtfied.and thank- 
* him: the other had the fame punifhment, and behaved in 
the fame way. 

_ The punithments ia the country by means of the whip and 
eow-fkin appear to differ, except in one inflance, from thofe 
which have been mentioned of the town. 

It is ufual for thofe, fays Mr. Coor, who do not come into 
the field in time to be punifhed. In this cafe a few fteps be- 
Fore they join the gang they throw down the hoe, clap both 
hands on their heads, and patiently take ten, fifteen, or twen- 
ty lafhes. 

| The mode of punifhment, as feen by Captain Smith and 
feveral others (and which is the general mode} waé as follows : 
A negro was ftretched on his belly.on the ground, with 
i flave to hold each hand and leg, or each hand and leg was 


# r . 
by the Whip and 


with a long whip tapering from the fize of a man’s thumb ta 
i fmall lath. At every ftroke a piece of flefh was drawn out, 
ind that with much unconcern to the director of the punith- 
ment. 
| There is another mode defcribed by Mr. Coor. About 
ght o’clock, fays he, the overfeer goes to breakfaft, and if 
ne has any criminals at home, he orders a black man to fol- 
w him; for it is then ufual to take fuch out of the ftocks, 
nd flog them before the overfeer’s houfe. The method is 
senerally this: —The delinquent is ftripped and tied on a lad- 
ler, his legs on the fides and his arms above. his head, and 
pmetimes a rope is tied round his middle. The driver whips 
him on the bare fkin, and if the overfeer thinks he does not 
Bey it on hard enough, he fometimes knocks him down with 
His own hand, or makes him change places with the delin- 
@vent, and be feverely whipped. Mr. Coor has known many 
ceive on the ladder, from one hundred to one hundred and 
fty lafhes, and fome two cool hundreds, as they are gene- 
ally called. He has known many returned to confinement, 
ndin one, two, or three days, brought to the ladder, and re- 
*e the fame compliment, or thereabouts, asbefore. ‘They 
Idom take them off the ladder, until all the fkin, from the 
ams to the fmall of the back, appears only raw flefh and blood, 
nd then they wath the parts with falt pickle. ‘Thisappeared 
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fiaftened to a ftake. The punifhment was inflicted by a negro | 
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Frequency and Severity 
to him, from the convulfions it occafioned, more cruel than. 
the whipping, but it was done to prevent mortification. He® 
has known many after fuch whipping fent to the field undera! 
guard and worked all day, with no food but what their friends! 
might give them, out of their own poor pittance. He hag! 
known them returned to the ftocks at night, and worked next’ 
day fucceflively. This cruel whipping, hard working, and! 
ftarving has, to his knowledge, made many commit fuicide, ' 
He remembers fourteen flaves, who, from bad treatment, ree 
belled on a Sunday, ran into the woods, and all cut their throats "| 
together, , 

In fpeaking of the punifhments of the flaves by means of | 
the whip and cow-fkin, it is impoffible to pafs over the fres'| 
quency and feverity of them as defcribed in the evidence, as! 
well as the lengths to which fome of their owners go upon | 
thefe occafions, | 

On the frequency of thefe punithments fomething may be! 
deduced from the different expreflions which the different evis 
dences adopt according to their different opportunities of obfers ! 
vation. Many of the field flaves are faid by Duncan, Dale 
rymple, Fitzmaurice, and Rees, to be marked with the whip, ‘ 
“4 great proportion of them is the term ufed by Captain. Wils 4 
jon, ‘That they are marked commonly or generally, or that the " 
generality of them are marked, are the expreflions agreed in by + 
the Dean of Middleham, Lieutenant Simpfon, Captain Rofsg, | 
Captain Hall (Navy) Captain Giles, Captain Smith, and Lieu- Hl 
tenant Davifon. Yhe greater part of them, fays Jeffreys, 
mofl of them, fay Coor and Woolrich, bear the marks of the :| 
whip. = | 

With re(pe&t to the /everity of thefe punifhments, it may be} 
fhewn by defcribing the nature of the inftrument with which 4 


duces wherever it is ferioufly applied. 1 

The whip, fays Woolrich, is generally made of plaited | 
cow-fkin, with a thick ftrong lath. It is fo formidable an ine 4 
ftrument in the hands of fome of the overfeers, that by means | 
of it they can take the fisin off a horfe’s back. He has heard | 
them boatt of laying the marks of it in a deal board, and he y 
has feen it done. On its application on a flave’s back he hag’ 
feen the blood fpurt out immediately on the firft {troke, * | 


i 


| 
+ Nearly the fame account of its conftruétion is given by 4 


that for the negroes cuts out the fleth. ; ; 
+ Dr. Jackfon and others mention another kind of whip in ufe whi 
they defcribe to be like what our waggoners ufe, and to be thrown at 


3 
* The military whip, fays General Tottenham, cuts the fkin, whereas » 











of thefe Punifhments. 65 


other evidences, and its power and effcéts are thus defcribed. 
t every ftroke, fays Captain Smith, a peice of flesh was — 
hawn-out. Dalrymple avers the fame thing. It will even 
bring blood through the breeches, fays J. Terry ; and fuch is 
the effufion of blood on thofe occations, adds Fitzmaurice, as 
fo make their frocks, if immediately put on, appear as /riff as 
Buckram ; and Coor obferves, that at his firft going to Jamai- 
ca, a fight of common flogging would put him in a tremble, fo 
bat he did not feel right for the reft of the day. It is oblerved 
Ifo by Dr. Harrifon and the Dean of Middleham, that the 
meifions are fometimes fo deep that you may lay your fingers 
m the wounds. ‘There are allo wheals, fays Mr. Coor, from 
her hams to the fntall of their backs. ‘Thefe wheals, cuts, or 
marks, are defcribed by Captain Thompfon, Dean of Middle- 
jam, Mr. Jeffreys, and General Tottenham, as imdelible, as 
lating to old age, or as fach as no time can erafe, and Wool- 
‘iy has often feen their backs ove undiftinguifbed mafs of 
umps, boles, and furrows. 
| As farther proofs of the feverity of thefe punifhments by the 
whip or cow-fkin, the following fats may be adduced. Dun- 
ran and Falconbridge have known them fo whipped that tdey 
could not liedown. Vitemaurice has often known pregnant wo- 
en fo feverely whipped as to have mifcarried in confequence of 
Y. Clappefon alfo knew a pregnant woman whipped and de/- 
pered on ibe fpot. Davifon was once fent for to awoman flave, 
rho mifearried from fevere flogging, when beth fhe and the 
thild died, He knewalfoa new negro girl die of'a mortification 
f her wounds two days after the whippihg had taken place. 
A cafe fimilar to the laftis alfo mentioned by Mr. Rees. Find- 
mg one day in his walks a woman lying down and groaning,’ 
pqpaderiood from her that fhe had been fo feverely whipped 
for running away, that fhe could hardly move from the place 
where fhe was. Her left fide, where fhe had been moit whip- 
ped, appeared in a mortifying flate, and almoft covered with 
orms. He relieved her, as {he was hungry, and in a da 
br two-afterwards going to vifit her again, found fhe was dead 
ind buried. ‘To mention other inftances: a planter flogged 
bs driver to death, and even boafted of it to the perfon from 
whom Mr. Dalrymple had the account. Captain Hall alfo 
“of the Navy) Knows by an inftance that fell under his eye, 
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he diftance of three or four paces, which the former obferves greatly 
ncreates the weight of the lathes. To this whip Captain Cook alludes, 
yhen he fays, a dextrous flogger could ftrike fo exactly as to lodge the: 

int of the lath juit within the fleth, where it would remain till picked. 


hut with his finger and thumb, 
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that a flave’s death may be occafioned by. fevere punifhment, 
Dr. Jackfon thinks alfo fevere whippings are fometimes the. 
occafion of their death. He recolleéts a negro dying under 
the lafb or foon afterwards; and Captain Rofs avers, that they 
ofien die in a few days after their fevere punifhments, for hav-. 
ing but little food,: and little care being taken to keep the; 
fores clean after the whipping, their death is often the conte- { 
quence. Ft 
Having now colle@ed what is faid on the punifhments by 
the whip and cow-fkin,-it will be proper to mention thefe o- | 
ther modes with which the evidence prefents us. Thefe, hows, 
ever, are not eafily fubjeCt toa divifion from the great, varies ; 
ty of their kinds. : Tt 
x. Captain Cook, {peaking of the towns, fays, he has been , 
fhocked to fee a girl of fixteen or feventeen, a domeftick flavel 
running in the ftreets on her ordinary bufinels with an iro 
collar, having two hooks projetiig feveral inches boih before an 
behind, , 

Captain Rofs, fpeaking of the country, has known flav 
feverely punifhed, then put into the Stocks, a cattle chain - 
of fixty or feventy pounds weight put on them, and a darge | 
collar about their necks, and a weight of fifty-fix pounds fafa | 
tened to the chain when they were drove a-field. ; 

Mr. ‘Cook flates that, when runaways are brought in, they 
are generally feverely flogged, and fometimes have an iron book. | 
put on one or both legs, and @ chein or collar round their neck, 
The chain is locked, the collar faftened on by arivet. When 
the collar is with three projeCiions, it is impofible for them to 
fie down to fleep: even with iwo, they muft he uneafily. He | 

vhas feen collars with four projections. -He never knew any in 

jury from the chain and collar, but leverely galling their necks 

He has, however, known a negro of his leg from wearing 
the tron boot. 

2. Mr. Dalrymple, in June 1789, faw a negroefs brought 
to St. George’s, Grenada, to have her fingers cut off. She 
had committed a fault, and ran away to avoid punifhment; 
but being taken, her matter /ujpended her by the hands, flog. 
ged and cut her cruelly on the back, belly, breaft, and thighs, 
and then left her fufpended ull her fingers mortiped. In this 
iiate Mr, Dalrymple faw her at Dr. Gilpin’s houfe. 

3. Captain Rofs has feen a negro woman, in Jamaica, flog. 
ged with ebony bufbes (mauch wore than our own thorn-bu 
es) fo that the fein of her back was taken off, down to her heelgae 
She was then turned round and flogged from her brea? downy 
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. of many Kinds. 

to her wait, and in eonfequence he faw her afterwards wa/z- 
ing upon all fours, and unable to get up. 

| (4. Captain;Cook being ona vifit to General Frere at an 
eftate of his in Barbadoes, and riding one morning with the 
General and two other officers, they faw near a houfe, upon. 
a dunghill, a naked negro nearly /u/pended, by firings from his 
elbows backwards, to the bough of a tree, with his feet barely 
upon the ground, and an iron weight round bis neck, at leait, 
to appearance of r4lb. weight: and-thus wethout one creature 
near him, or apparently near the houfe, was this wretch left, 
expofed to the noon-day fun. Returning a few hours after, 
they found him fill in the fame fiate, and wauld have releafed 
him, but for the advice of General Frere, who had an eftate 
inthe neighbourhood. ‘The gentlemen, through difguf, fhort- 
ened their vifit, and returned the next morning. 

5. Lieutenant Davifon and Mr. Woolrich mention the 
thumb-fcrew, and Mr. Woolrich, Captain Rofs, Mr. Clappe- 
fon, and Dr. Harrifon, mention the picke/, as inflruments of 
punifhment. A negro man, in Jamaica, fays Dr, Harrifon, 
was put on the picket fo long as to caufe a mortification of bis 
foot and hand, on {ufpicion of robbing his matter, a publick. 
officer, of a fum of money, which it afterwards appeared, the 
wnafter had taken bimfelf. Yet the mafter was privy to the 
punifhment, and the flave had no compenfation,. He was pu- 
nithed Sy order of the mafier, who did not then chufe to make it 
known that he himfelf had made ufe of the money. 
>| 6. Jeffreys, Captain Rofs, M. Terry, and Coor, mention 
the cutting off of ears, as another {pecies of punithment. The 
laft gentleman gives the following inftance in Jamaica. One 
Jof the houfe:girls hawing broken a plate, or fpilt a cup of tea, 
Athe door, (with whom Mr. Coor boarded) nailed her ear 
toa po. Mr. Coor remonftrated with him in vain. They 
went to bed, and left herthere. Inthe morning fhe was gone, 
Paving torn the bead of the nail through ber ear, She was foon 
Bbrought back, and when Mr. Coor came to breakfait, he 
found fhe*had been feverely whipped by the doétor, who ia 
his fury, clipped both her cars off clofe to her head, withapair of | 
large f{ciffars, and fhe was fent to pick feeds out of cotton, a-, 
mong three or four more, emaciated by his cruelties, until 
they were fit for nothing elle. : 
| 4. Mr. M. Cook, while in Jamaica, knew a runaway flave 
brought in, with part of a turkey with him, which he had 
ftolen, and which, Mr. Cook thinks, be had flolen from hung- 
er, as be was nothing but fein and bone. His matter immedi- 
lately made two negroes hold him down, and with a hammer 
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68 Extrasrdinary Punifhments 
a 


ei 
anda punch, knocked out two of bis upper, and two of hiv ume, 
der teeth, F 
Mr. Dalrymple was informed by a young, woman flave, in, 
Grenada, who had no teeth, that her miftrefs had, with her. 
own hands, pulled them out, and given her a fevere flogging bee 
fides, the marks of which fhe then bore. This relation was 
confirmed by feveral town’s people of whom he inquired cone 
cerning it. wy 
8. Mr. Jeffereys has feen flaves with one of their handy ff 
which he underftood to have been cut of for lifting it up againfe 
@ white man. Captain Lloyd alfo faw at Mrs. Winue’s at Mam. } 
mee Bay in Jamaica, a female flave, with but one hand only, ; 
the other having been cut off for the fame offence. Mrs, , 
Winne had endeavoured to prevent the amputation, but im ¢ 
vain, for her indented white woman could not be difluaded | 
from {wearing that the flave had ftruck her, and the hand was 
accordingly cut off. 
g. Captain Giles, Doétor Jackfon, Mr. Fitzmaurice, and . 
Mr. M. ‘Terry, have feen negroes whofe /egs had been cut ,q 
éy their majfters orders, for running away, and Mr. Dalrym- | 
ple gives the following account: A French planter, fays he ; 
in the Englith ifland of Grenada, fent for a furgeon to cut off 
the leg of a negro who had run away. On the furgeon’s re. 
fufing to do it, the planter ook an iron bar, and broke the leg 
i pieces, and then the furgeon cut it of. This planter did 
many fuch a¢ts of cruelty, and all with impunity. 
19. Mr. Fitzmaurice mentions, among other inftances of 
cruelty, that of dropping’ hot lead upon négroes, which he of 
ten faw praélifed by a planter of the name of Ruthie, during if 
his refidence in’ Jamaica. 
11. Mr, Hercules Rofs, hearing one day, in Jamaica, from 
an inclofure, the cries of fome poor wretch under torture, he ; 
looked through, and faw a young female /i/pended by the 
wryis to a tree, fwinging to and fro. Her toes could barel 
touch the ground, and her body was exceedingly agitated 
The fight rather confounded him, as there was no whipping, 
and the mafter was juit by feemingly motionle{s; but, on look- 
ing more attentively, he faw in his hand a fick of fire, which 
be held fo as occafionally to touch her about her private part 
as fhe fwung. He continued ¢his torture with unmoved coun 
tenance, until Mr. H. Rofs, calling on him to defift, and 
throwing ftones at him over the fence, ftopped it, 
12. Mr, Fitzmaurice ence found Ruthie, the Jamaica plans 
ter before mentioned, im the at of hanging a negro. Mr, 
Fitzmaurice begged leave to intercede, as he was doing an 








of many Kinds. 







,@tion that, in a few minutes, he would repent of. Ruthie, 
Fn this, being a paflionate man, ordered him off his eftate. 
Mr. Fitzmaurice accordingly went, but returned early the 
next morning, before Ruthie was up, and going into the cur- 
Ing-houfe, beheld the fame negro /ying dead upon a board. Itwas 
notorious that Ruthie had killed many of his negroes, and de- 
fiitroyed them fo fait, that he was obliged to fell his eftate.—— 
Captain Rofs fays alfo, that there was a certain planter in the 
ame ifland, who had hanged a negro on a poft, clofe to his 
a and in three years deflroyed forty negroes, out of fixty, 
feverity.* The reft of the conduét of this planter, as de- 
Icribed by Captain Rofs, was, after a debate, cancelled by the 
Committee of the Houfe of Commons who took the evidence, 
B Boutzining circumftances too horrible to be given to the 
world: and therefore the reader will find their places fuppli- 
ed by afterifks, in the evidence at large. 
‘13. On Shrewsbury eftate, in Jamaica, fays Mr. Coor, the 
overfeer fent for a flave, and in talking with him, he haftily 
fruck him on the head, with a fmall hanger, and gave him iwe 
abs about the waif. he flave faid, ‘‘ Overfeer, you have 
killed me.” He pufhed him out of the piazza. . The flave 
went home, and died that night. He was buried, and no 
more faid about it.—A manager of an eftate, fays Mr. Wool- 
Irich, in Tortola, whofe owner did not refide on the ifland, 
fitting at dinner, ina fudden refentment at his cook, went di- 
re€tly to his fword, and ran the negro woman through the bo- 
dy, and fhe died upon the floor immediately, and the negroes 
were called in to take her away and bury her. 

14. Mr. Giles recolle&ts feveral fhocking inftances of pu- 
nifhment. In particular, on the eftate where he lived, in 
Montferrat, the driver at day-break once informed the overfeer, 
that one of the four or five negroes, chained in the dungeon, 
would not rife. He accompanied the overfeer to the dungeon, 
who fet the others to drag him out, and not rifing when out, 
he ordered a bundle of cane tra/h to be put round him, and fet 
fire to. As he ftill did not rife, he had a imall foldering irom 
heated, and thruff between his teeth, As the man did not yet 
rife, he had the chain taken off, and fent him to the holpital, 
where he /anguz/hed {ome days and died. 

ts5. An overfeer, on the eftate where Mr. J. Terry was in 
Grenada, (Mr. Coghlan) threw a flave into the boiling cane- 
I juice, who died in four days. Mr. J. ‘Terry was told of this 
| 
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“It is not improbable, but that Captain Rofs, and Mr. Fitzmaurice, 
allude to the.fame perfon, 
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70 The Part which the very Women q 

by the owner’s fon, by the carpenter, and by many flaves on' 

the eftate. He has heard it often. q 

16. Mr. Woolrich fays, a negro ran away from a planter in) 

Tortola, with whom he was well acquainted. The overfeer! 

having orders ¢o take him dead or alive, a while after found" 

him in one of his huts, faft afleep, in the day-time, and /bot' 

him through the body. 'The negro jumping up, faid, “ What,! 

you kill me afleep;” and dropped dead immediately, The* 

overfeer took of his head, and carried it to the owner. Mr. 

Woolrich knew another inftance in the fame ifland. A plan-* 

ter, ofended with his waiting man, a mulatto, ftepped fud-'] 

denly to Sis gun, on which the man ran off, but his matter! 

Soot bum through the head with a fingle ball. i 

From the above accounts, there are no lefs than Sixteen ’ 

) forts of extraordinary punifhments, which the imagination hag "§ 

i invented in the moments of paffion and caprice. It is much: 

to be lamented, that there are others in the evidence not yet | 
mentioned. But as it is neceflary to infert a new head, un- 

der which will be explained the concern which che very * won" 

men take, both in the ordinary and extraordinary punifhments 

of the flaves, and as fome of the latter not yet mentioned are \§ 

infeparably connefted with it, it was thought proper to cite’ 

them under this new divifion rather than continue them une iff 

der the old. | 

It will appear extraordinary to the reader, that many wo- ‘§ 

men, living in the colonies, fhould not only order, and often ‘| 

Juperintend, but fometimes actually inflif with their own hands | 

fome fevere punifhments upon their flaves, and that thefe 


fhould not always be women of a low order, but frequently of 
refpectability and rank. : 
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, In the initance of whipping, mentioned by General Tot- i 
Pk tenham, (p. 62.) we find the order for it given by the wi of } 
\ a a planter, whom the General was vifiting, though the huf \§ 
\ a band fad declined it on his part. 4 lady is reprefented by ji 
€ ing. Capt. Cook reprefents a woman of refpefable condition 


as fending her fervant to be flogged for a mifiake only. Lieute- 
nant Davifon has often known the miftrefs fend her domeftics 
to be punithed, and without telling them Jor what. He has 


| 
=I 
‘th : : ; 
/ | MrvCook as having her domeftics flogged every Monday morn- 
{een a flave alfo, both whofe nofirils had been futby ber miftrefre 





4 * The Editor feels a relu@ance in mentioning women on this ocgafion, © 
ae but when he confiders how much the explanation of their condué will 
x i fhew the iniquity of the fyftem of flavery, and its baneful influence on 
r thofe moft difpofed to benevolence and compadfion, he feels it a duty ta 
; proceed in the narration without any farther apology. 
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der, who was of fome confequence, being the wife of the Chief 
Et Bog of the ifland, and he allo remembers a new negro 





inl, flogged by che order of her miftrefs, who ded in two days 
ifterwards of her wounds. 

| Lieutenant Davifon, Captain Smith, and Dr. Jackfon, all 
gree, that it was common for adits of refpetiability and rank 
Nic fuperintend the punifbments of thew flaves. Conformably 
‘ee this, we find Dr. Harrifon ftating to the Committee, 
hat a negro, in Jamaica, was fogged to death by her miftrefs’s 
prder, who flood by to fee the punifhment. Lieutenant Da- 
ke alfo ftates, that in the fame ifland, he has feen feveral 











































negro girls at work with the needle, in the prefence of their 
iniftrefics, with a thumb-fcrew on their left thumbs, and he 

has feen the blood gufh out from the ends of them. He has 

nifo feen a negro girl made to kneel with her bare knees on 
pebbles, and to work there at the fame time ; a fort of punifh- 

ment, he fays, among the domeftics, which he knows to be F 
in common ule. ' 
On the fubje&t of women becoming the executioners of their 
own fury, Do&or Jackfon oblerves, that the firft thing that 
(hocked him in Jamaica, was a creole lady, of /ome confequence, 
fuperintending the puni/bment of her flaves, male and female, 
ordering the number of lafhes, and, with her own hands, flogg- 
ing the negro driver, if be did not punifh properly. 

Capt. Cook relates, that two young ladies of fortune, in 
Barbadoes, fifters, one of whom was difpleafed at the preg- 
Tnancy of a female flave belonging to the other, by the fon of 
he furgeon attending the eftate, proceeded to fome very de- 
rogatory acts of cruelty. With their own garters they tied the 
young woman neck and heels, and then deat her almoft to 
death with the heels of their thoes. One of her eyes conti- 
nued a long while afterwards in danger of being loft. ‘They 
Jefter this continued to ufevher ill, confining and degrading her. 
Captain Cook came in during the beating, and was an eye 
witnefs to it himfelf. 

| Captain Cook ftates farther, that he faw a woman, named 
| Rachel Lauder, beat a female flave moft unmercifully. Having 
bruifed her head almoft to a jelly, with the heel of her fhoe, 
fhe threw her with great force on the feat of the child’s ne- 
ceflary, and then iried to flamp her bead through the hole, and 
Wwould have murdered her, if not prevented by two officers. 
The girl’s crime was the not bringing money enough from on 
‘board thip, where fhe was fent by her miftrefs, for the pur- 


A pofe of pryfitution. 
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ye THICT tWomen take in thefe Punirments. 
Lieutenant Davifon ftates, in his evidence, that the clergy) 
man’s wite at Port Royal, was remarkably cruel. She ufec| 
to drop hot /ealing wax on her negroes, after flogging them|| 
e was fent as furgeon to one of them, whofe breaft was ter, 
ribly burnt with fealing wax. He was alfo once called in te 
a woman flave, who had been tied up al/ night by her hands, 
and had been abufed with cayenne pepper, by the fame miftrefs, 
and in a way too horrid and indecent to mention, He live, 
next door, he flates alfo, to a wafher-woman at Port Royal, 
who was almoft continually flogging her negroes, He has of, 
ten gone in and remonilrated againft her cruelty, when he ha: 
feen the negro women chained to the wa/bing tubs, aknoft nakea 
with their thighs and backs in a gore of blood, from Jlogging,, 
He could mention various other capricious punifiments, it new 
ceflary, i 
Mc. Forfter, examined onthe fame fubje&, fays, he has 
known a creole woman, in Antigua, drop hot fealing wax ona, 
girl’s back, aftera flogging. Heand many others faw a young! 
woman of fortune and character flogging a negro man very fe., 
verely with her own hands, Many fimilar inflances he could, 


relate if neceflary. They are almof innumerable among the@ 
domeftick flaves. 

It it thould be afked for what offences the 
ments now cited have taken place, 
be given, 

The flaves appear to have been punifhed, as far as can bed 
alcertained from the evidence under the head of ordinary pus,| 
nifhments, for not coming into the field zy time, not picking a. 
Juficient quantity 9 gra/s, not appearing willing to work, when, 
in fact fick and not able, for flaying too /ong on an errand, for,§. 
not coming w#nmediately when called, for not bringing home,§ 
(the women) the full weekly fum enjoined by their owners, 
for running away, and for theft, to which they were often driv-if 
en by hunger. 

Under the head of “ extraordinary punifhments,” fome ap-,f 
pear to have fuffered for running away or for lifting up a hand, 
againit a white man, or for breaking a plate or /pilling a cup. 
of tea, or to extort confeffion. Others again in the moments of § 
Sudden refentment, and one on a diabolical pretext, which the; 
mafter held out to the world to conceal his own villany, am 
which be knew to be falfe. os 

Under the head of “ the part which the very women take; 
in thefe punifhments,” a female flave is punifhed for being 1 
Jeund pregnant; another for not bringing home the fu// wages | 
of brolitution; another Sor Jealoufy on the part of her mif J 
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different punifh- 
the following anfwer may} 
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Offences and 


}trefs; others again from an opinion that flaves could not be 
naged without feverity ; and others in the moments of 


without even the allegation of a fault. In fhort, it appears that 
| ti 


they are often puniihed as caprice and paflion di@ates, and to 
fuel lengths do people go, whofe minds are depraved by the 
exercife of unlimited power, that we find an inftance in the e- 
idence related by Dr. Harrifon, (who knows alfo others of the 
ind) of a man buying a negro, who belonged to another man, 
ut who mimicked him, for the purpele of sratifying his re. 
enge. After having bought him, he ordered him to be punith- 
d, and the confequence was, that the flave cut bis own throat. 
On the fubjeét of capital offences and punithments, a man 
nd a woman flave are mentioned to have been hanged 
an for * running away, and the woman for having fecreted 
im. The Dean of Middleham faw two inflances of flaves 
deing gibbetted alive in chains, but he does not fay for what, 
nly that this is the punifhment for enormous crimes: and Mr. 
belive s, the only other perfon who fpeaks on this fubje&, fays, 
hat he was in one of the iflands, whén fome of the flaves 
nurdered a white man, and deftroyed fome property on the 
Mate. The execution of thefe he deferibes as follows: 
He was prefent, he fays, at the execution of feven ne 
n Tobago, in the year 1774, whofe right arms were chopped 
Hf; they were then dragged to feven ftakes, and a fire, con- 
‘ting of trafh and dry wood, was lighted about them, They 
pere there burnt to death. He does not remember hearing 
ne of them murmur, complain, ery, or do any thing that ine 
icated fear. One of them in particular, named Chubb, was 
Weeken in the woods that morning, was tried about noon, and 

yas thus executed with the ret in the evening. Mr. Jeffreys 
ggcod clofe by Chubb, when his arm was cut off. He ftretch- 
Bic his arm out, and laid it upon the block, pulled u 


| 


Punilbments. 


Capital 73 
Ma- 


, the 


Zrces 








p the fleeve 
his fhirt, with more coolnefs than he, (Mr. Jefferys) thould 


fave done, if he had been to be let blocd. He afterwards 
ould not fuffer himfelf to be dragged to the flake, as the o- 
ters had been, but got upon his feet, and walked to it. As 
‘ was going to the {take he turned about, and addrefled him- 
i to Mr. Jeffreys, who was ftanding within two or three yards 
him, and faid, “ Buckra, you fee me now, but to-morrow 
By! thall be like that,” kicking up the duft with his foot. 
itlere Mr. Jeffreys folemnly added in his evidence the words 
So help me God.”) The impreffion this made upon his 


ind, Mr. Jeffreys declared, no time ever could erafe, Samp- 


* Slaves running away are punifhed varioufly, but on abfenting them- 


Ives for a certain time, they may be punifhed with death, 








pafhion, 
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4 Slaves turned Adrift 


fon, who made the eight, and a negro, whofe name Mr. Jef-:% 
freys does not recollect, was prefent at this execution. Samp. | 
fon, next morning, was hung in chains alive, and there he hung! 
till he was dead, which to the beit of his recollection, was feven | 
days. The other negro was fentenced to be fent to the mines inj 
South America, and he believes, was fent accordingly. Neither; 
of thofe two, during the time of the execution, fhewed any marks | 
of concern or difmay that he could obferve. A ftronger inflance|§) 
of human fortitude, he declared, he never faw. 
Having now ftated the fabftance of the evidence on the fub-| 
ject of offences and punifhments, we come to a cuftom which, 
appears too general to be pafled over in filence. ( 
Dalrymple, Forfter, Captain Smith, Captain Wilfon, and 
General Tottenham, aflert that 2 2 20 uncommon thing fox 
perfons to neglect and turn off their flaves when pait labour.§ 
They are turned off, fay Captain Wilfon, Lieutenant Davi- 
fon, and General Tottenham, fo plunder, beg, or flarve. Capt, 
Cook has known fome take care of them; but fays, others 
Jeave them to flarve and die. They are often defired when 
old, fays Mr. Fitzmaurice, ¢o provide for themfelves, and they, 
faffer much. Mr. Clappefon knew a man who had an old, 
decrepid woman flave, to whom he would allow nothing. Wher 
pat labour, the owner did not feed them, fays Giles; and. 
Cook ftates that, within his experience, they had no food dui}; 
avhat they could get from fuch relations as they might have} 
had. ‘Uhis is the account given by the different witnelles sf; 
and accordingly we find fome of the fuperanuated flaves on 
the different eftates, who wanted every thing (Harrifon) 3 Of: 
thers decging (Rees); others digging in the dunghill for food, 
(Dalrymple); and others lying, miferable objects, about thr, 
avharfs and beaches, and in the roads and fireets (Jefireys,sJ.§ 
"Woodward, 2nd Cook). General Tottenham has often mes, 
¢hem, and, once in particular, an old woman, paft labour, whif; 
told him that her mafter had /et her adrift to /bift for herfelpt, 
He faw her about three days afterwards, /ing dead in thi} 





































































fame place. This cuftom of turning them off when old 
helplefs is called in the iflands (Captain Wilfon and Captan§ 
Lloyd) “ Giving them free.” - 
As a proof how little the hfe of an old flave 1s regardé 
the Weft Indies, we may make the following extract from 
evidence of Mr. Coor. Once when he was dining wit 
overfeer, an old woman who had run away a few days, 
brought home, with her hands tied behind. After dinner, 
overleer, with the clerk, named Bakewell, took the womat,} 
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thus tied, to the hot-houfe, a place for the fick, and wher, 
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the ftocks are in one of the rooms. Mr. Coor went to work 
m the mill, about one’hundred yards off, and hearing a moft 
diftrefsful cry from that houfe, he afked his men, who and 
what it was. They faid they thought it was old Quafheba. 
[About five o’clock. the noife ceafed, and about the time he 
was leaving work, Bakewell came to him, apparently in great 
pirits, and faid, “‘ Well, Mr. Coor, Old Quafheba is dead. 
Ve took her to the focke-room 5 ; the overfeer threw a rope 
pver the beam; I was Jack Ketch, and hauled her up, till her 
feet were off the ground. The overfeer lockedthe door, and took 
y key with him, till my return juft now, with a flave for the 
ocks, when I found her dead.*? Mr, Coor faid, ‘“* You have 
silled her, I heard her cry all the afternoon.” He anfwered, 
| D—n ber for an old b—b, fhe was good for nothing ; what 
tonifies killing fuch an old woman as ber? Myr. Coor faid, 
. Bakewell, you fhock me,” and left him. The next morn- 
ing his men told him, they had helped to bury her. 
_ But it appears that the aged are not the only perfons whofe 
fate is to be commiferated, when they become of no value; 
or people in yauth, ifdifabled, are abandoned.to equal mifery. 
Seneral Tottenham, about three weeks before the hurricane, 
law a youth, about nineteen walking in the tireets, in a motft 
Meplorable fituation, entirely naked, ‘and with an iron cellar a- 
pout his neck, with hoe long projecting fpikes, Fis body, before and 
Wechind, his breech, belly, and thighs, were almoft cut to pieces, 
yd with runmng ‘fores all over them, and you mught put your 
Wager in fome of the wheals. He could not fit down, owing to 
pes breech being ina flaie of mortification, and tt was impoff nble 
cr bim to fe down, from the projection of the prongs. The 
boy came.to the General and afked relief. He was /hocked 
We dir appearance, and akked him what he had done to fuffer’ 
Bich a punt/bment, and who inflitted it. _He faid it was his 
Poafter, who.lived about two miles from town, and that as he 
Would not work, he would give hint nothing to eat. 








Bhan it has already appeared in on the fubject of the treatment 
f the flaves when difabled from labour, it may be done by 


erfon of veracity, when in the Weft Indies, but whom he 


| his old worn out ilaves, in order get the * ifland allowance. 


And it was fuppofed that he dealt largely in that way. 









* The ifland allowance in Jamaica to the mafter is gol. currency for 
ny one of his flaves if executed for a breach of theglaws., 


G. ij, 





aire. incapable of Labour. vas 


| [fit be poffible to vrew human depravity in a worfe light: 


leferring to the evidence of Capt. Lloyd, who was told by a. 


id not wifh to name in his evidence, that it was the practice. 
f a certain planter to “‘ frame pretences for the execution of 
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- “ flogging a negro three times in one day, namely at break. it 




























76 Slaves have little or no Redrefs 


Having now cited both the ordinary and extraordinary pu- 
nithments inflitted upon the flaves, it may be prefumed thats 
fome one will afk here, whether, under thefe various aéts of: 
cruelty, they are wholly without redrefs? ‘To this the follow-@ 
ing an{wer may be given—That, with refpect to the ordinary 
punifhments, by the whip and cow-fkin (where they do notill 
terminate in death) the power oi the mafter or overfeer is un- 
der little or no controul. i 

Firft, Becanfe, as we have already feen, they can order or\ 
infli@ punifhment for any, even imaginary, offences. 7 

Secondly, Becaufe the law of thirty-nine lathes (the greateft: ff 
number allowed to be given to a flave, at any one time) is aij 
mere farce, and never attended to by mafters or owners, -if; 
they {hould think it proper to infli more; for, Woolrich fays, | 
that the chief whipper lays on their back forty, ffiy, jixty, ori 
more lathes, at the pleafure of the owner or overfeer. Captaimill 
Rofs has known negroes receive ‘wo hundred lathes where theif 
law would give only ¢hirty-nine. Mr. Cook has known a field iff; 
flave receive two hundred lathes by order of the overfeer, and)! 
a domettick fifty, by order of pis mujtre/s. Mr. M. Terry! 
alfo obferves, that the law was reftriGted to thirty-nine, but! 
it was not zz the /eaf attended to during his experience.) 
He has, in fhort, /een it broken repeatedly. his fame language: 
is alfo fpoken by others. q 

Thirdly, Becaufe, if there fhould be fome, who bear the, 
law in their minds, at the time of punifhing, they evade it/ 
by various means. Whipping, fays Mr. Fitzmaurice, was jh) 
underftood to be limited to ¢hurty-nine lathes ; but it was, 
often evaded, by putting the negroe into the ftocks, and giving if; 
bim thirty-nine for the fame offence, next day. We find alfo,,}, 
by Captain Rofs’s account, a magi/rate, and of courfe, @\jf 
guardian of the laws, evading it in like manner, for that gem=,f 
tleman has feen John Sackle, Efq; a magiftrate in Jamaica, if 


‘“ falt, dinner, and at fix in the evening: but the negro was, 
** in the ftocks between the floggings.”? Captain Cook alfa , 
exprefsly fays, that the law may be evaded dy /p/itting a crime , 
into many, and, by intervals, dividing the times of punifhment, 4 
and of this, where flaves are punithed at home, he fays there § 
are daily infiances, Returning home one evening late with, 
Major Fitch of the goth regt. they heard moft dreadful cries, | 
and, on approaching the fquare at Bridge-town, found they ,} 
proceeded from the houfe of a man that fold liquor, and heard , 
the repeated lafhes of a whip, on a creature whom they come , 
ceived to be dying. On their requeiling admiilion, the cruel J. 
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ty feemed to be wantonly increafed, which fo provoked them 
that they broke open the door, and found a negro girl of a- 
bout nineteen chained to the floor, almoft expiring with ago- 
gony and lofs of blood. ‘The man taking refuge behind his 
counter from their indignation, and thinking himfelf free 
from the law, immediately cried out with exultation, that he 
bad only given her thirty-nine da/hes.at one time, and that on- 





breatened them for breaking his door, and “ interfering be- 


* for all any one,” and he would give her the fourth shzrty- 
wae lathes before morning, which muft have killed her, as 
he feemed then to be dying. In fhort, to ufe the language 





egal redrefs, in the cafe alluded to, againft their mafters and 
nittrefles, the latter of whom, even when they become the ex- 
cutioners on fuch occafions, are “‘ not received for it the worfe 
* in focicty.”” Perhaps, fays Dr. Jackfon, “ fuch aone might 
}) be called a termagant, but fhe was not the lefs refpeGted. 


‘ 
he 















be rigid in the puni{hment of her flaves.” It is impoffible 


nat he complained to a magiftrate, who faid be had nothing 
i) do with it. 

With refpect to the-overfeer, whom we have feen alfo ex- 
reifing a dilcretionary power, he is certainly fubject to the 
entroul of the maiter, if he refides, and in cafe of his non« 
}ridence, to that of the attorney of the eftate: but then, 
qys J. Terry, the flaves, if feverely punifhed for trifling 
fats, dare not complain of him to the mafter for fear of 
jorfe treatment. J. Terry has known them pumi/bed by their 
after for fo doing, and fent back to the plantation, though, 





| 
} punithed for complaining to the matter,” and, in his ab-. 
Ince, to “the attorney againft the overfeer,” for ill ufage. . 
. 6, fays Coor, the flaves complain to the attorney, and 
e attorney liftens, the overfeer fays he will /eave the effate. 
le has alfo feen the attorney wink at the oppreffion of the 
ives, becaufe he has a per centage on the crop, and the more 


me per centage on the crop is acknowledged alfo.by Lient. 
avifon, Captain Rofs neverthelefs ftates that overfeers are 
ten turned away for fevere whippings, but he is the only | 
nc of the evidences who fays fo, and it appears that there» 
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ly three times fince the beginning of the night. He then. 


| tween him and his flave,” whom he ‘ would flog to death - 


pf the different evidences, it appears that the flaves have no - 


' It was indeed thought neceflary for an induftrious wife to . 


jo omit mentioning here that Lieutenant Davifon was fo hurt . 
t the fevere and frequent whippings of one of thefe women, . 


elr complaints were juft. Mr. Cook has alfo known flaves . 


.e overfeer pufhes them, the more the attorney gains, The ~ 
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muft be frequently great obftacles to this; for it is obferved 
by Davifon, Fitzmaurice, and Cook, that fome attornies live | 
*‘ thirty, forty, or fifty miles from the eftate,” and of courfe 
that the flaves * “ cannot go to complain,” and that the fame: 
three gentlemen, together with Coor, J. Terry, and Duncan,’ 
flate that on fome eitates one perfon holds the office of attor-( 
ney and overfeer at the fame tifwe, where his power is of courfe'} 
under no controul. 

As to fuch of the extraordinary punifhments before men-' 
tioned, as did not terminate in death, fuch as picketing, drop. 
ping hot fealing-wax on the flefh, cutting off ears and the’ 
like, it appears that flaves had no redrefs whatever, for 
that thefe aGions alfo on the part of the mafters were noti} 
deemed within the reach of the law. In the inftance cited J 
of the, Do¢tor clipping off the ears of a female flave, “’no’ 
more notice was taken of it, fays Coor, than if a dog’s ears J 
had been cut off,” though it muft “ have been known to the J 
magiftrates.”” In the dreadful inflance alfo cited of a plant- 
er’s breaking his flave’s leg by an iron bar, to induce the fur- |} 
geon to cut it off, as a punifhment, Mr. Dalrymple obfervesi#} 
that it was not the publick opinion, ‘ that any punifhment'f 
was due to him on that account,” for though it was “ gene. 
rally known, he was equally well received in fociety afterwards” 
* as before ;”? and in the cafe alfo mentioned of the owner'} 
torturing his female flave by the application of a lighted torch 
to her body, Mr. H. Rofs ftates, only that this owner wasilp 
not a manof character: with refpe¢t to his fuffering by the law, 
he obfervesthat he was “ never brought to any trial for it 5” and | 
he did not know that the law then “ extended tothe punifh-iff 
ment of whites for fuch aéts as thefe.” rf 

With refpedt to fuch of the punifhments as have terminated | 
in death, the reader will be able to colle&, what power the iil 
mafters and overfeers, and what proteétion the flaves had bya 
the law, from the following accounts. 

There are no lefs then /even /pecijick inflances mentioned inf) 
the evidence, in which flaves died in confequence of the whip-( 
ping they received, and yet “ in noone of them was the mure yh 
“« derer brought to an account.” Qne of the perpetrators is (fj 
mentioned by Mr. Dalrymple as having doa/led of what hes) 
had done; and Dr. Jackfon {peaks of the other in thefe words. |) 
“« No attempts, fays he, were madé to bring him to juftices if) 
“ people faid it was an unfortunate thing, and were furprifed ‘I 
“he was not more cautious, as it was not the firft thing of |), 

* If a flave fhould be feen any day except Sunday wandering about, 


and even then without a ticket, he would be taken up, put into goal, ! 
and advertifed as a runaway. 








againft I! Ufage of any fort. 


“ the kind that had happened to him, but they dwelt chiefly 
‘on the proprietor’s lofs.” __ 
In fuch of the extraordinary punifhments, as terminated in 


evidence. In one of them, viz. that of throwing the flave into 
the boiling cane-juice, we find from Mr. J. ‘Terry, the over- 
feer punithed, but his punifhment confifted only of “ replacing 
\** the flave and leaving his owner’s fervice.””? In that of kil- 
Jing the flave by lighting a fire round him putting a hot fol- 


dering iron into his mouth, the overfeer’s condua, fays Mr. 


Giles, was not even Condemned by his mafter, nor in any of the 
reft were any means whatfoever ufed to punith the offenders. 
In the three mentioned by Mr. Woolrich, he particularly fays, 
| ‘* all the white people in the ifland were acquainted with thefe 
“* faéts. Neither of the offenders, however, were called to an 
-““ account, nor were they fhunned in fociety for it, or confi- 
“dered as in difgrace.” 

In going over the evidence we find three or four other in- 
flances, not’yet cited inthis chapter. The firft is that of an 
Ihuckfter in Antigua, who murdered his woman flave with cir- 
cumitances “ of the moft atrocious barbarity.”” ‘This man 
however was tried, convifted, and fined. He is reprefent- 
led by Mr. Forfter, as having been univerfally blamed, but he 
“ was.dealt with as ufual in the courfe of trade.” 

_ At’Grenada in the town of St. George, a mafon named Cham- 
bers, killed a negro in the middle of the day, and Mr. Dal- 
pele believes inthe church- yard, but no notice was taken of it. 

Two flaves, fays Captain Cook, were murdered and thrown 
into the road during his tefidente-i in Barbadoes : yet no legad 
inguiry ever took place that be beard of. 

He was repeatedly informed by the inhabitants that they 
did not chufe to make examples of white men there, fearing it 





Wi might be attended with dangerous confequences. 


Going over the evidence we come at laft to an inflance 


| |(and the only inftance of the kind mentioned) of a white man 


| being hanged for the murder of another’s flave: and it is very 
remarkable, that he fhould be reprefented as having been 
hanged more becaufe he was an obnoxious man, than that the 
murder of a flave was confidered as a crime: for Mr. Dalrym- 
ie, he believed if this murderer, whofe name was Bacchus 
Prefton, had been a man of good charatter, or had had friends 
or money to dave paid for the flave, he would not have been 
brought to trial. He was of a very bad charaéter and had 





death, there are no lefs than /even /pecifick inflances alfo in the » 


ple ftates that the Chief Juftice of the Ifland (Grenada) told. 


been ealiges to leave Barbadoes upon that account, At Gre-. 
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Slaves have little or no Redrefs 


nada he had been a Bash#fs follower, and, from brs rigour itty 
executing his othce and bad charaéter, he was particularly obs | 
noxious to the inhabitants of the town of St. George. 4 
Such appears to have been, in the experience of the diffes J 
rent evidences cited, the forlorn and wretched fituation of the || 
flaves. ‘They often complain, fays Dr. Jackfon, that they are 
an opprefied people: that they /uffer in this world, but expe@ 
happinefs in the next ; whillt they denounce the “ vengeance - 
“of God on the white men their oppreflors :” if you {peak to: 
them of future puniihments they fay, “‘ Why thould a poor. 
“ negro be punilhed; he does no wrong; fiery cauldrons,” and ff 
fuch things, are referved “ for white people, as punifhments» if 
* for the oppreffion of flaves.” 
If it fhould be afked here, whether fome new laws have not late- 
ly pafied the legiflature of fome of the iflands with a view of a. 
mending the fituation of the flaves, it muft beanfwered in the’ | 
atirmative. The firft is the celebrated confolidated a& of Ja~ if 
maica, and the other is an a¢t of the aflembly of Grenada, en- 
titled “ an act for the better prote¢tion and promoting the ine jh 
creafe and population of flaves.”? Thefe adis, however, the » 
evidence obliges us to obferve, “ never originated in any ine 
tention to ferve the flaves, and are in reality of little orno ufe. | 
Captain Giles, who was in Jamaica both before and fince 
the paffing of the confolidated aét, gives his evidence without. 
any diitinction of this epoch, and “ as if no difference had 
‘‘ happened” in the treatment of the flaves. 
Mr Cook, long refident alfo in the fame ifland, and fince” 
the pafiing of the a&, knows of “ no legal proteétion that { 
“ flaves have againft injuries from their matters.” 
Mr, Clappefon, examined exprefsly on the fubje&, fays that of 
he was in Jamaica when’'the aflembly pafled the confolidated 
law. He has often heard it was paffed becaufe of “ the fir » 
“in England about the flave-trade.”” He never heard that 
any regard was paid to it, flaves being “ ftill treated as before :’? 
nor did he ever hear of-any profecution for fuch difregard, 
He recolleéts an inftance of dilregard to it, which came under 
his eye. The owner of an old and decrepid female flave would | 
allow her neither victuals nor clothing; upon which he advif- «h: 
ed a fon of the woman to complain to a magiftrate, who would 
pethaps order her to be taken care of, if he regarded the laws 'f 
but he believes *‘ he was deterred from fear of punifhment,™ ‘fh 
as that owner treated his flaves very harfhly in general. ,* 
With refpedt to the other act, namely that pafled in Gree jh 
nada, Mr. J. Terry fays, that the opinion there upon paffing | 
it was, that “ it never would have the intended effe4t.”” He 7 
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did not obferve it make any difference, except in the half days 
in the week. ‘The clergyman of the parifh where he refided, 
never performed the duty she ac? impefed on them, and he ne- 
ver heard of any complaints againit them for the non-perform- 
ance of it. 

| Mr. Dalrymple flates he was in Grenada, in 1788, when 
Sijthe act was pafled. The principal objeCtion, and which he 
repeatedly heard, to its pafling was, that it might make the 
jlaves believe, “‘ that the authority of their matters was lef- 
fened :” but.otherwife, many thought it would be of hitt/e 
ufe, as it was a law “made by themfelves againit themfelves, 
and to be executed by themfelves:” they obferved befides, 
that fuch laws were unneceflary for the protetion of ne- 
groes who were treated well; and that others had “ fo many 
opportunities of evading the law (the evidence of negroes not 
‘being admitted’) that it would be of no w/e. At the time 
of paffing the faid aét, the propofal in the Britifh Parliament 
for the abolition of the flave-trade was a matter of general 
Wcifcuffion in the ifland: and he believes “ was a principal rea- 
"fon for pafling it.” Mr. Dalrymple believes “ it will prove 
* ineffectual :” becaufe, as “no negro evidence is admitted,” 
thofe who abufe them “ will {till do it with impunity ;” end 
eople, who live on terms of intimacy, would dillike the idea 
“of becoming fpies and informers againit each other.” 
| All the facts having been now cited, and the cbfervations 
made, which it was intended to introduce into this chapter, it 
may be concluded in the words of the Rey. Mr. Stuart, and 
(General Tottenham. , 


7 


The former fays, he is warranted in declaring the negroes 


ition than labouring cattle, and every defcription of their treat- 
bes he has met with “ falls thort of their real eftate.” He 
read Mr. Ramfay’s Effay in manufcript, at. St. Kitt’s, and 
omparing “it on the fpot” with the treatment of the flaves, 
he “ thought it too favourable.” 

_The latter ftated to the.Committee, that he thought the 
flaves in Barbadoes were treated with the “ greateft barbarity,” 
ie that he was very po/fitive that the impreflion concerning 


heir treatment was made on his mind “ at the time and on 





“ the fpot,”? for he repeatedly told the people of Bridge-town, 
hat he hoped to live to fee the unfortunate fituation of thefe 
poor wretches taken up by ‘“ fome member of Parliament,” and 
hat fhould fuch.an event take place, “ he fhould look upon 
“it as his duty to offer a voluntary declaration of what he 
* Knew of the matter.” bemralt + 


Men oppreffed and much injured race, and in no better eftima- 
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CHAP. 


Me 

Whether the Natives of Africa, thus procured, tranfported,, | 
and enflaved, are not equad to the pride pesine an C ‘opacity, 
Feeling, Affection, and Moral Chara&er, and whether f.@ 
Individuals Seould be found inferior in Moral Charaéter, 
at be not owing to their Conne€tion with the latter, or #0: 
the Trade in Slaves. 


| 


M,. W apstrom shes the underftandings of the na-’ 
tives of Africa capable of equal emprovement with thofe. 
of the Whites, and,, as a proof, he ftates feveral of the’ 
manufactures, which they carry on from the River Sencgal J 
to the River Sallum. 

The natives, fays he, are particularly fkilful in manue'§! 
fudturing gold and iron. The art of working the former, 
he be lieves, they derived from the Moors, but they are:| 
now almoft the fole artifts themielves, having never feen | 
but one Moor working in that branch. They are equal 
to any European goldfmith in filagree or trinket work, 
and even in other articles, fuch as buckles, except in che 
chafles, tongues, and anchors, which they do not manuf 
faéture fo well. The iron which they forge is on anvils’ 
of a remarkable hard and heavy wood, when they caunot 
get {tone for the purpofe. d | 

They manufucture alfo cloth and /eather with uncom= } 
mon neatnefs, The former they dye alfo blue, yellow, | 
brown, and orange. ‘The cloth is made beft at Sallam’ H 
Tie latter they tan and work into fandals, and into a vae’ 
riety of ufeful and ornamental articles. 

Befides the above, they are fkilfulin making indigo and | 
foap. They make allo pottery ware, and prepare /alt for’ Z| 
their own ule from the fea water. i 

They make alfo canoes, but as wood of a fufficient clofe | 
texture is feldom found on the fea thore, they make them ‘| 
principally in the interior parts. Here they fhape, but | 
do not hollow them. When fhaped, they are dragged by "| 
a number of the natives for weeks together (each village '}} 
generally undertaking to drag them to the next, and re 4 
ceiving in returo partly European merchandife, and part+ |p 
ly fifh and falt) till they come to the fea thore. The ropes, 
with which they drag them, are made of akind of aloe. 


\ | 
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growing abundantly in the country, and when well made 
by the natives, they are exceeding ftrong and goud. 
"Mr. Waditrom offered to produce, if necetlary, fpeci- 
Imens of feveral of the above manutactures, which he had 
brought with him from the coait. 

Nearly the fame accounts are given of their manufac 
tures by Dalrymple, Kiernan, and Captain Wilfon: and 
JHall, Newton, Surgeon Willon, Sir George Young, Fal. 
iconbridge, Captain Thompfon, and Town, (without enu- 
merating many of their manufadtures like the former) de- 
Iclare their capacities, either to be good, or equal to thofe of 
the Europeans. 
_ With refpect to their feeling and affection, one inflance 
may be taken from Mr. Falconbridge. Being fent to 
choofe fome flaves out of a yard at Cape Coatt Caflle, 
the objefed to one that was meagre, and put him afide. 
Mr. Falconbridge obferving a tear fteal down the man’s 
Icheek, which the man alfo endeavoured to conceal, in- 
quired of him the reafon,—upon which he faid he was go- 
ng to be parted from his brother. 
_ As a fecond inftlance, Surgeon Wilfon fays, that at 
Bonny, one of the people called Breechies, of the higher 
clafs, was brought on board. He feemed to take his 
ifituation to heart, and became ill; but from indulgencies, 
swhich none of the reft had, he partly recovered. When 
he was convalefcent, a young woman was alfo brought 
Mion board, who proved to be his fifter. On their firft 
meeting, they ftood in filence, and looked at each other 
apparently with the greateft affection ;—they rufhed into 
Meach others arms—-embraced——feparated themfelves again, 
——and again embraced. Surgeon Wilfon perceived the 
Mitears to run down the female’s cheeks. ‘The man had a 
Msetura of his former complaint, and his fifter attended him 
Hwith the greateft care. The firft thing the did of a morning, 
was to come to Surgeon Wilfon, and afk how her brother 
Ndid. He at length died—on the news of this, his fitter 
I wept bitterly, tore her hair, and fhewed other figns of dif- > 
traGtion. They carried her fafe to South America, and 
there delivered her as a flave. 
As a third inftance, that mentioned by J. Parker may 
be introduced, (page 48.) of the poor woman turning her 
head on one fide, when obliged by the whip to drop her 
dead child over board, and weeping afierwards for many 
hours. 
Mr. Wadftrom is clearly convinced, that the natives of 
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Africa actually /urpa/s in affeQion fuch of the Europeans as he, 
has knowa. 
On the moral character of the natives, Mr. Wadfrom' 
fays, that they are very honeft and hofpitable. He has often. 
pafled days and nights alone with them without the leaft fear, 
and was treated with all civility and kindnefs. 7 
Captain Wilfon calls them grateful and affePionate.— 
They treated him moft kindly, he fays, when many miles’ 
up their country, and unproteéted, vying with each other, 
in entertaining him, and numbers fhed tears at his depar-, 
ture. f 
Captain Thompfon, in fpeaking of them, calls them: 
harmle/s and innocent. Storey, Dalrymple, Howe, Town, 
and Bowman, join in the epithets of “ Friendly and bofpi.' 
table ;”? to which the latter adds, “ ju/? and pun€lual in their, 
dealings; ’? and they are defcribed by Hall to be as capab { 
of virtue as the whites. ( ‘ 
Such appears to be the moral charaGter of the Africans’ 
when they have but little intercourfe with the Europea 
or the trade in flaves; but as they become conneéed wi 
thefe, it appears by the evidence, that it becomes propor= 
tionably changed. 4 
In proof of this, Mr. Newton obferves, that the natives are 
often friendly, and may be trufted, where not previoufly de. 
ceived by the Europeans. He has lived in fafety, among 
them when the only white man there. The bef people be 
ever met with were on the River Gaboon and at Cape 
Loptez. Thefe bad then the /eaf intercourfe with Europ 
and he believes no trade in flaves, for their trade was 7vor) 
and wax, and he has heard them fpeak in emphatic term 
againft the other. ; 


Dr. Trotter fays, they are /u/cepzible of all the fociak 


3 


virtues, and: he has feen no bad habits, but among thofe sf 


(one inflance excepted)-who were engaged in trade with the | 
whites. 4 SF 
Lieutenant Storey fays, that they are more honeft zu/a1 
than upon the /hore. : Me 

‘They are alfo defcribed by Mr. Town to be in gener 
hofpitable and kind, but to differ as our own people © 
character. Thofe who live zn/and are innocent : Thofe on 
the coaff learn to be rngui/h, which he alcribes zo the 
intercourfe wrth the Europeans. 

The fame accounts are alfo given of them after th 


al 
atrival in the Weft Indies. Giles and Woolrich obfer th 


their intelle€ts to be gocd, and Harrifon, Jackfon, Dun 
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Stuart, Cook, the Dean of Middleham, and Rees, to be 
equal to thofe of the Europeans. The fame equality to 
the whites is mentioned by Harrifon, Cook, Duncan, 
and Davies, to hold good with refpe to their difpofitions 
alfo. Generofity, Jidelity, and gratitude, are allowed them 
by Stuart. Thefé virtues Dr Jackfon enumerates, and 
adds charity to all in diftrefs, and a {trong attachment on 
the part of the parents to their children. Baillie in fits on 
_ the fame, of which he gives fome inftances, and Woolrich, 
after flating that he knows of no exception to their poflefling 
the foctal affections as flrongly as the whites, fays, that he 
never knew an African, who could exprefs himfelf, Suz 
_ Glowed of a Supreme Being. 

To this account may be added the words of Captain 
Smith, who fays, he always confidered them as a Keen, 
fenfible, well-difpofed people, where their habits were nat 
vtiated.by cruel ufage on the part of the Europeans. 


Cc H AP. VI. 


| Whether the Nazives of Africa have not many and valuable 
| Productions in their own Country, in which they could 
| fer a Trade to the Europeans in the Place of the Trade 


a2 Slaves. 





| A Mone the productions of Africa, mentioned by 
i. the different evidences, may be reckoned m//et of 
various forts, pul/e, Indian corn, and rice *. OF the latt of 
thefe articles, it appears to have been proved often by expe- 
riment, that it is much heartier and better than the Carolina. 
} Inthe next clafs may be reckoned cotton, indigo, tobacco, 
fend the fugar cane. Dalrymple fays of the cotton, that it 
His efteemed far fupertor to that from the Weft Indies. Ge 
Ways the fame of the fugar cane, and as to the indigo, it is 
confidered to be equal to thai from Guatimala. . 

In the next clafs may be mentioned b/ack pepper, the 
fame as from the Eatt Indies, /ong pepper, Malaguetta, 
or grains of Paradife, red pepper of various forts, but parti- 
rularly the Cayenne, a {pecies of ginger, cardamums, wild 











* The African rice has a red hulk, but is beautiully white when the 
wk is taken off, 
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$6 Produétions of Africa. 
nutmegs, and cinnamon. Mr How fays of the cinnamon, 

that one fort of itis ‘not infertor to that imported from the 

Eaft Indies. Some of the fortner brought to England 

fetched a better price than the latter. He has feen the real» 
cinnamon both at Bombay and Cambay, brought there as 

prefents from Ceylon, and fays, that the bark, léaves, and 

whole ftruGure of the tree, are alike in Africa and the Eaft 

Indies. He has no doubt whatever ‘but that * {pices in ges 
‘feral might be cultivated with great fuccefs in the African 

foil and climate. 

In the fourth clafS it may be mentioned that there are 
gums of ‘various kinds, but particularly the gum copal 
Affafetida a\fo is to be found in Africa; and Mr Wadftrom 
iafferts, that the celebrated Dr Spaarman, his fellow- 
travellér, among nearly three thoufand ‘plants, which he 
collected there for the Cabinet of Natural Hiftory of the 
Royal Academy at Stockholm, found -a great part, if not 
the whole, of the Materia Medica, as well as drugs for vae | 
rious manufacturing ufes. 

Inthe fifth clafs may be included woods and roots. Among 
thefe are mentioned zrom, wood, bar-wood, cam-wood, and | 
, ebony: allo various woods, roots, and vegetables for dying : 
the root of a plant called Fooden, dyes fcarlet, and the {talks 
vf it a beautiful yellow. There are alfo orange and brown 
dyes produced from’ vegetable produétions, which ‘grow in 
fach abundance, fays Mr Wadftrom, in the dominions of 
Damél, that his whole army is dreffed incloth that 1s dyed 
from thefe. The fame gentleman mentions allova kind of 
bean, in his pofleflion, which is alfo ufed in dying, and 
carried on camels for this purpole, in quantities, to Moroecos | 
There are alo timber trees. Of the latter a fpecies of the 
Ticktonia graridis is found in plenty all over the Gold | 
Coaft. ‘This wood is confidered as the bef in the world for 
fip-building, the worm neither touching, nor the iron 
corroding it. Sir George Young fays, in addition to this, 
that he has found a great deal of finetimber fit for fhip- 
building on other parts of the coatt, and he once taw@ 
vellel a@tually built of the woods of Sierra Leon. Befides | 

thefe, it is alerted by’ feveral of the evidences, that there ! 
ate beautiful woods for cabinet-work ; and Mr How flates, 
that there are many parts of Africa, where the foil is the’ 
fame ‘as that in the Province of Guzzerat in the Eaft Indies, 
where he found the real fandal-wood. | 
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%* Captain Thompfon only heard of the wild nutmegs being there, 
avhereas the other articles have been both feen and collected. re 
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To the produétions above may be added; in a Gxth clafs, 
wax, honey, palm owl, ivory, and gold ; and in a feventh, p/an- 
tanes, yams, fweet potatoes, eddoes, caffada, cocoa nuts, 
bananas, pine apples, oranges, limes, wild grapes, and all 
other tropical productions. 


Oe ees ae ea ap aS 


Whether the Natives of Africa have not a fufficient fpirit 
of Commerce, as well as a fufficient Portion of Induftry 
among them, to embark ina new Trade in the Produc- 
tions of their own Country ; hut whether the Slave-trade 
be not am infuperable Impediment thereto. 


nv Wapsrtrom obferves of the natives of Africa, that 
WR they have an extraordinary genius for commerce, and 
that their induftry is in all regards proportionate to their de- 
mands. 

Confiftently with this idea, we find {ome of them not only 
cultivating fuficient provifions for themfelves, but an. over- 
plus for certain towns, (Kiernan, Wadftrom, Wilfon, and 


| Howe) ; others cultivating. corn and rice for the thipping 


that come among them, (Kiernan, Falconbridge, Dove, Bow- 
man, Wadftrom, Hall, Newton)-; others bringing large 
bundles of rice on their heads, of forty or fifty pounds weight, 
from the inland country to the fea-fhore, and then travelling 


| back loaded with European goods, (Hall, Storey, Bowman) ; 
others going in armed bodies, even a month’s journey inland, 


with various articles for trade, (Storey); others wooding 


| and watering the thips, (Falconbridge) ; and others hiring 


themfelves out to the Europeans to work at a low price both 
in boats and on the fhore, (Newton, Sir George Young, and 
Thomfon. : y 

In fhort, fays Hall, they were never indolent when them 
could work to advantage. They were willing to do any thing, 
fays Morley, for which they had a profped of being paid. 
They were always induftrious, fays Baleranss: where there 
was a demand. Bowman believes they would have put more 


Jand into cultivation than they did when he was there, sad 


a greater fupply of rice been wanted by the thipping—they 
told him that they fhould like to trade more in their own’ 
preduce; and Falconbridge is fo fure, that, 7f properly encou- 

my oie raged, 
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raged, they would make any change the Europeans pleated, 
that he is Aim/felf going again to Ajrica to make the experi- 
ment. 

Mr Kiernan fpeaks in the fine terms. They cultivate, 
fays he, cotton, indigo, and tobacco, but this they do for thenm 
Selves only 3 for though they are never backward when en- 
couraged, yet the Europeans have encouraged them only to 
raife provifions, and never the other articles. 

it is evident then, from the above accounts, that the want 
of encouragement is at leaft one reafon why the natives of 
Africa’ do not eftablifh a trade in the productions of their 
own country, as enumerated in the laft chapter. Now this 
want of encouragement we trace from Wadftrom finally to 
proceed from the trade in flaves; for fuch conftant encourage- 
ment, he obferves, is given by the merchants to the flave- 
trade, and the minds of the natives are in coniequence fo 
wholly occupied in it, that little or no encouragement re 
mains for the other, 

Sir George Young, and Liutenant Storey, both come to — 
the fame conclufion ; and Lieutenant ae avers, that on 
repeatedly afking the black traders what they would do tf 

the /lave-trade were abolifhed ? he was repeatedly aniwered 
that they would /oon find cut another trade. 

Mr Waditrom alfo' mentions the /lave-trade as an zmpedi- 
mient to a trade in the natural productions of the country, 
not only becaufe it diminifhes the encouragement of the lat- 
ter as juft explained, but becaufe it fubjects the natives, who 
might be willing to follow it, to be made flaves; for, as he 

~ oblerves, they “dare. never go out into the fields unlefs well 
armed. 

Mr Wadftrom is fupported in this fecond circumftance as 
a caufe by Captain Wilfon, who, in giving a reafon why the | 
flave-trade ob{tructs the civilization and commerce of the’ | 
natives, fays, they will not for a temporary gratification ri/R 
the being ktdnapped, and carrted into perpetual flavery. 

That the flave-trade then, either by diminithing the pro- 
per encouragement to the natives, or endangering their per- 
fons, or by doing both, is the real caufe why they do not or ~ 
cannot exert their induftry in cultivating the various articles, — 
which their country has been proved to produce, can be af- 
certained from facts ; for Mr Dalrymple has remarked, that 
in thofe parts of the coaft where therets Little arcno trade Sor 

flaves, they are actually more indufirious than in thofe places | 
where the trade ts carried on. 


Captain 
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‘Spirit. of the Africans. 


_ Captain Hall fays alfo, that he found cultivation in dy far 
the higheft fate at the ifland of Fernandipo, fo that the yams, 
which were the principal produce there, were made to run 
up like vines upon fticks. But here he obferves, firft, that 
the natives had great encouragement, for all the fhips from 
Calabar, Del Rey, and the Cameroons, fent their boats 
there for thefe articles, as to the regular market ; and, fe- 


-eondly, that they bad no trade in flaves. 


Mr Falconbridge alfo has occafion to obferve, that at Bon-. 
ny, the moft confiderable place for flaves, there was a time 
in the late war when the flave-trade was fo interrupted, as 
to ceafe to be carried on, and that on his afking the black 
traders what they had done during this interval, they an- 
fwered they had been obliged to cultivate the earth for ther 
Support. 

Mr How adds, that he has been almoft upon every fettle- 
ment, that belongs to the Englith, on the coaft of Africa,. 
and that he found the culture always in a higher degree, 
where there was but little of the flave-trade, andjuft the reuerfe 
where the Nave-trade was carried on more at large. 


€H AP VUE. 


Whether the Slave-Trade be not a Grave for the Seamen 
employed tn it,—and whether a Trade in the Natural 
Productions of Africa would be the fame. 


“HANHE ftatements, made by the different evidences of the 
iofs of feamen while on board their refpeCtive fhips, 
unquetlionably prove the flave.trade to be the grave of our 
marine: But as an account has been fince made for the 
Houfe of Commons exprefsly upon this point, taking all 
the flave-fhips promifcuoufly from the ports of Liverpool 
and Briftol for a number of years back, and made up from 
the mufter-rolls of each thip, it will be more proper to quote 
from fo general and eXtenfive an account, than ‘from the: 
teftimony of a few, even the beft informed individuals. 
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§o The Slave-Trade the Grave of 


Azstracr of fuch of the Mufter-rolls of Liverpool and 
Britto] Slave-Ships as were returned into the Cuftom- 
Houtes there, from September, 1784, to January sth, 
































1790. 
eee a ak ameail genteel i hads tae 
PERIODS. | pepe. | Giotue, | eran | original 
sei Neve Ne tbo a 
From 1784 to 1785, —— 74 4 615} 1279 
From 198'5 to.1786,. —— 62) 2163] 436] 944 
Frown 1786 to:1787,, ——- | 66 2136} 433; 1073 
‘From 1787 to-1788, ——- |" 68] + 2422|. 623) 1114 
From 1788 toJan. 5, 1790, ld, Raisin 536 ‘350 
3501 12,263) 2643 5760 


Total, | 








Tt appears firft then, thatif we look at the feamen while 
employed on board their refpective fhips, and judge of them. 
from the above accounts, we fhall fee the deftruétive nature 
of the flave-trade, for it appears that in 350 veffels 12,263 
feamen were employed, out of whom 2643 were loft, that is. 
to fay, that more than a fifth of the whole nuimber employed, 
gr more than feven in every fingle voyage, perifhed. 

If again we look at fuch of them as are difcharged or de- 
fert in the Weft Indies, where the mufter-rolls ceafe to take- 
an account of them, (for fo fyftematical does the management 
of the trade appear by the fecondand fourthcolumns, that mear-. 
ty one-half of thofe who go out with the fhips are conftantly * left 
behind), and judge of them by what the different evidences. 
have to fay of them there, we fhall fee great reafon to ap-. 

rehend another very fevere lols befides that already fated to 
Ps ee among them while on board their refpeétive fhips. 


* Some of thefe are again taken up by other Guinea-men, but very: 
few. When a veffel has once fold her flaves, fhe. requires but few feamen 
to bring her home, 
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the Seamen employed in tthe * Ox 


To thew this in the moft unqueftionable manner, we may 
begin with Captain Hall (of the merchants fervice). The 
.erews of the African thips, fays he, when they arrive in the 
Weft Indies, are generally (he does not know a fingle inflance 
to the contrary) ina fickly, debilitated flate, and the feamen, 
who are difcharged or defert from thofe fhips in the Weft 
Indies, are the mof? muferable objects he ever met with in any 
country in his life. He has frequently. feen them with shezr 
toes rotted off, their legs /welled to the fize of their thighs, and 
in an ulcerated ftate all over. He has feen them on the dif- 
ferent wharfs: in the iflands of Antigua, Barbadoes, and Ja- 
maica, particularly at the two laft iflands. He has alfo feen 
them lying under the cranes and balconies of the houfes near 
the water-fide in Barbadoes and Jamaica expirzng, and fome 
guite dead. He met with an inftance laft July (1789) of a 
dead feaman \ying on one of the wharfs in Bridge Town, 
Barbadoes, who had been /anded out of an African fhip. 

To confirm the aflertion of Captain Hall, of the merchants 
fervice, that the crews of Guinea-men generally arrive 
at their deftined ports of fale in a fickly, debilitated flate, we 
may appeal to Captain Hall, of the navy, who afferts, that 
in taking men (while in the Weft Indies) out of merchant- 


_ fhips for the king’s fervice, he has, in taking a part of the 


crew of a Guinea fhip, whofe number then confifted of fever- 


I ty, been able to fele& but stdzrty, who could have been 


thought capable of ferving on board any thips of war, and 


_when thofe thirty were furveyed by order of the admiral, 
_ Ae was reprimanded for bringing fuch men into the fervice, 


who were more likely to breed diflempers than to be of any 


_ufe, and this at a time when feamen were fo much wanted, 


that almoft any thing would have been taken. He adds alfo, 
that this was not a_/gu/ar inftance, but that it was generally 
the cafe; for he had many opportunities between the years 
1769 and 1773 of feeing the great diflreffes of crews of Guinea 


| foips, when they arrived in the Weft Indies. 


We may appeal alfo to Captain Smith, of: the navy, who 
afferts, that though he may have boarded near twenty of thefe 
veflels in the Welt Indies, for the purpole of imprefling men, 
/he was never able to get more than two men. The princi- 

pal reafon was. the fear of infection, having feen many of 
them ina very di/ordered and ulcerated fate. 


relative to their fituation after their arrival at their deftined 
| ports of fale, is confirmed by the reft of the evidences in the 


“Ininyteft manner; for the feamen belonging to the mets 
YOucis .. 





| The affertion alfo of Captain Hall, of the merchants fervice, - 
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The Slave-Trade more deftru€tive of Seamen 


veffels are there defcribed, as /ying about the wharfs and 
cranes, or wandering about the ftreets or iflands * ull of 
fores and ulcers, by Jeflreys, Dalrymple, Elhion, Morley, , 
Davifon, Baillie, Towne, Bowman, H. Rofs, Douglas, Simp- 
fon, Thomfon, and Forfter. The epithets alfo of jck/y, emacia- 
ted, abje, deplorable objects, are applied to them. They are 
mentioned again to be defiitute, and /larving, and wathout 
the means of fupport, no merchantmen taking them in becaufe 
they are unable to work, and men of war-refufing them for 
fear of infeftion. Many of them are alfo deferibed to be 
lying about in a dying flate ; and others have been actually 
found dead, and the bodies of others have been feen carrying 
by the negroes to be interred. 

As a farther proof, and that an undeniable one, that the 
above defcription of perfons is notorious in the iflands, it 
appears by the evidence, that they are marked by a pecu- 
liar and cant-name, according to the fort of place which they 
ufually haunt. When they are feen lying about the cranes 
and wharfs, they are termed wharjngers, when on the 
beach, and where there are no wharfs, Beach-Horners, and 
they are known by the appellation of Scowbankers, at Domi- 
nique. 

It may be remarked here, that this difeafed and forlorn 
ftate of the feamen 2s fo infeparable from the flave-trade, that 
the different evidences have not only witnefled it at Jamaica, } 
Antigua, and Barbadoes, (the places mentioned by Captaim j 
Hall). but wherever they have feen Guineamen arrive, | 
namely at St. Vincents, Grenada, Dominique, and in North | 
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America alfo.+ 


Having now traced the bad effets of the flave-trade as 
vifible among the feamen, while employed in it, and among _ 


thofe alfo who leave it at the port of delivery, it may - 
proper to add, that they are perceptible among many 


EM eT IA 


oe 
vi 


} 
oa 
* It is aflerted by the evidences, that they never faw any other thay i 
‘Guinea feamen in that flate in the Wett Indies. | 


+ The reafons why fuch immenfe numbers are left behind in the Welk 
Indies, as are found in this deplorable ftate, are the following, The 
feamen leave their fhips from ill ufage, fays Ellifon. It is ufual for 
Captains, fay Clappefon and Young, to treat them ill, that they may _ 
defert and forfeit their wages. Three oth: ss fate, they are left behind 
purpofely by their Captains ; and Mr H. Rots adds, in thee emphatical / 
words, “ that -it was no uncomméin thing fir the Captains to fend om | 
fhore, a few hours before they fail, their lame, emaciated, and fick feas }) 


men, leaying them to perifh.” , 
them, 
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than a Trade in the ProduGions of Africa. 93 
them, even after their return to their native country: for Mr 
Falconbridge fays, that he was a pupil in the Briftol infir- 
mary for twelve months, and that the greate/? part of the dif- 


_eafed feamen there, in that time, were feamen who had be- 


longed ¢o the flave-veffels, and though thefe generally went out 
of the infirmary better than when they came in, yet their 
health appeared to be fo far deftroyed as never to be able 
to be perfectly reftored. 

As tothe queftion, whether the trade in the natural pro- 
ductions of Africa would be equally deftructive to the fea- 
men employed in it as the trade in flaves, there cannot, in 
the nature of things, be that fort of pofitive evidence as in 
the former cafe. There are, however, three fpecies . of 
prefumption, from whence fome conclufion may be drawn. 

The firft is the following. Captain Thompfon, when on 
the Coaft of Africa, lay for feveral weeks near a veffel, 


| which traded in wood, ivory, and gum, (which ts a cafe in 


point), and: he had the beft accounts from his officers of the 


_ bealthine/s and good order of this fhip. This, however, is 
_ the only vefiel of the kind, which any of the evidences have 


feen. . 
A fecond fpecies of prefumption is to be entertained from 


} the opinion of thofe, who have vifited the Coaft of Africa. 
‘The fame Captain Thompfon fays, that he does not think a 
_ trade in the natural productions of Africa would be fo de- 


trimental to the health of the feamen as the flave-trade, 


for they would not be liable to fo much unpleafant and 


hard work, or fuch expofure to dews and weather. Mr 
Newton afferts alfo, that fuch a trade might be carried 
on without much expofure to weather and ill treatment, 
the * natural attendants of the flave-trade: and Sir George. 


| Young is of opinion, that a trade in the natural produc- 


tions of Africa would not be attended with more incon- 
venience to the health of the feamen employed in it than the 


| prefent + Weft India trade. 


* It is evident, that infurrections and contagious diforders from the 
flaves muft be natural caufes of mortality to feamen in flave-fhips, which 
could not exift in fhips in the other trade. 


+ It was formerly urged by the enemies of the abolition, that the 
Weft India trade was as deftructive to feamen as the flave-trade ; but by 
an account made up for the Houfe of Commons, from the Mufter-Rolls 


of Weft Indiamen, it appears, that out of 462 veffels, carrying 7640 
| feamen, only 118 were loft, or about one in 65. 
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The third fpecies confifts in certain veflels going to the i 
fame coait, viz. men of war, which do not experience the , 
fame proportion of lofs. ; 

Captain Scott, of the Merlin, which carried 109 men, .§f 
loft eight, of whom only four died. of the diforders of the 
country. : 

Sir George Young, in the fhip he commanded, which had _, 
roo men, lofl two, who were fickly when they left Eng. | 
Yand, and a boy by accident. 

Captain Thompfon, of the Nautilus, out of 100 buried 
one, who died by his own negle&. 

Captain Hills, of the Zephyr, out of go buried none. | 
And Captain Wilfon, of the Race-Horfe, out of 100, did | 
not lofe aman. Thus, out of 490 in the thips of war, only | 

twelve were buried. * 
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Whether the Seamen employed in the Slave-Trade be not 
barbaroufly ufed in general, and whether fuch barbarous 
ufuge be not peculiar to, or {pring out of the very nature 
of, this Trade. ; | 

8 Be HAT the feamew employed in the flave-trade are worfe | 

Jed, both in point of quantity and quality of provifions, 
than the feamen in other trades, is allowed by moft of the 
evidences, and that they have Atle or no _fbelier might or day 
from the inclemency of the weather, during the whole of the 
Middle Paffage, is acknowledged by them ail. 

With refpect to their perfonal ill ufage, the following ex- 
tracts may fuftice. 

Mr Morely afferts that the feamen in all the Guinea-men 
he failed in, except one, were generally treated with great 
rigour, and many with cruelty. He recolleéts many in- 
ftances: Mathews, the chief mate of the Venus, Captain 
Forbes, would knock a man down for any frivolous thing 

..With a cat, a piece of wood, or a cook’s axe, with which he 
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* mutt be remarked, that when Captain Seott loft eight out of 100, |} 
it was in the year 1769, fince which great improvements have been made — 
for the health of the feamen; and the Editor knows, that the men of 
War, now going to Africa, feldom lofe a man. 
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Barharous Usage of Seamen tn Slave-Jbips. : 65 


@nce cut a man down the fhoulder, by throwing it at him in 


a paffion. Captain Dixon likewife, in the Amelia, tied up 
the men, and gave them four or five dozen lafhes at.a time, 
and then rubbing them with pickles, made ufe of certain 


_ yulgar expreflions. Mr Morely alfo himfelf, when he was 


Dixon’s cabin boy, for accidentally breaking a glafs, was tied 
to the tiller by the hands, flogged with a cat, and kept hang- 
ing for fome time. 

Mr Morley has feen the feamen lie and die upon deck. 

hey are generally, he fays, treated ill when fick. He has 
known mea afk to have their wounds or ulcers dreffed 5 
and has heard the doctor, with oaths, tell them to rake their 
own dung and drefs them. 

Mr Ellifon alfo, in defcribing the treatment in the Briton, 


| fays, there was a boy on board, whom Willon, the chief 


mate, was always beating. One morning, in the paflage out, 


| he had not got the tea-kettle boiled in time for his.breakfaft, 


upon which, when it was brought, Wilfon told him he would 
feverely flog him after breakfaft. The boy, for fear of this, 


| went into the Jee fore chains. When Wilfon came from the 


cabin, and called for Paddy, (the name he went by, being 


an Irith boy), he would not come, but remained in the fore 
chains; on which Wilfon going forward, and attempting 


to haul bim in, the boy jumped overboard, and was drown- 
ed. , 
Another time, on the Middle Paffage, the fame Wilfon 


-sordered one James Allifon, (a man he had been continually 


ibeating for trifles) to go into the women’s room.to ferape it. 
Allifon faid he was not able, for he was very unwell; upon 


which Wilfon obliged him to go down. Obferving, however, 


that the man did not work,.he afked him the reafon, and was 
an{wered as before, ‘‘ that he was not able.’ Upon this, Wilfon 
threw a handf{pike at him, which ftruck him on the breaft, 
and he dropped down to appearance dead.—Allifon recovered 
vafterwards a little, but died the next day. 

Mr Ellifon relates other inftances of ill ufage on board 
his own {hip, and with refpect to inftances in others, he fays, 


| that za all flave-/fbips they are moft commonly beaten and 
} knocked about tor nothing. He recalleéts that on board 


the Phoenix,’a Briftol fhip, while lying en the coaft, the boat- 
fwain and five of the crew made their efeape inthe yawl, 
but were taken up by the natives. When Captain Bifhop 
heard it, he ordered them to be kept on fhore at Forje, a 


- {mall town at the mouth of Calabar River, chained by the 
mecks, legs, and hands, and to have each a plantain a day 


only. 
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only. The boat{wian, whofe name was Tom Jones, and an 
old thipmate of his, and a very good feamen, dted raving mad 
in bis chains there. The other five died in their chains aljo. 
Mr Towne, in fpeaking of the treatment on board the 
Peggy, Captain Davifon, fays, that their chefts were brought 
upon deck, and ftaved and burnt, and themielves turned 
eut from lying below; and if any murmurs were heard 
among them, they were inhumanly beaten with any thing 
that came in the way, or flogged, both legs put in irons, and 
chained abaft to the pumps, and there made to work points 
and gafkets during the Captain’s pleafure; and very often 
beat juft as the Captain thought proper. He himfelf has 
often feen the Captain as he has walked by, kick them repeat- 
edly, and if they have faid any thing that he might deem 
offenfive, he has immediately called for a ftick to beat them 
with ; they, at the fame time, having both legs in irons, an 
iron collar about their necks, and a chain; and when on the 
Coaft of ‘Guinea, if not relealed before their arrival there 
from their confinement, they were put into the boats, and made 
to row backwards and forwards, either with the Captain from | 
fhip to fhip, or on any other duty, ‘till both legs in irons, an_ | 
iron collar about their necks, with a chain locked to the boat, 
and taken out when no other duty was required of them at 
night, and locked faft upon the open deck, expofed to the 
heavy rains and dews, without any thing to lie upon, or any 
thing to cover them. This was a practice on board the Peg- 











"He fays alfo, that fimilar treatment prevailed on board 
the Sally, another of the fhips in which he failed. One of 
‘the feamen had beth legs in irons, and a collar about his 
‘neck, and was chained to the boat for three months, and 
very often moft inhumanly beaten for complaining of his 
fituarion, both by the Captain and other officers. At laft 
he became lo weak, that he could not fit upon the thwart or 
‘feat of the boat to row, or do any thing elfe. ‘They then 
put him out of the boat, and made him pick oakum on board 
‘the fhip, with only three pounds of bread a week, and -half 
a pound of falt beef per day. He remained in that fituatien, | 
with both his legs in irous, but the latter part of the time — 
without a collar. One evening he came aft, during the Mid- : 
dle Paflage, to beg fomething to eat, or he fhould die. The | 
Captain on’this inhumanly beat him, and uled a great num-_ | 
ber of reproaches, and’ordered him to go forward, and die ~ 
and be damned. ‘The man died in the night. The ill treat- | 
ment on board the Sally was general. a 
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of Seamen -in Stave:/bip te oF 

As another particular inftance, a landman, one Edward 
Hilton, was in the boat watering, and complained of his be- 
ing long in the boat without meat or drink. The boat{wain, 
being the officer, beat him with the boat’s tiller, having no- 
thing elfe, and cut his head in feveral places, fo that when 
he came on board he was all over blood. Mr Towne afked 
Inm the reafon of it. Hilton began to tell -him, but before 
he could properly tell the ftory, the mate came forward, 
(by order of the Captain) the furgeon and the boat{wain, 


_’and all of them together, fell to beating him with their 


‘canes. ‘The furgeon ftruck him on the fide of his eye, fo 


‘that it afterwards mortified, and was loft. He immediately — 


had both his legs put in irons, after he had been {o beat, 
that he could not fand. The next morning he was put into 
the boat on the fame duty as before, ftill remaining with 
both legs in irons, and locked with a chain to the boat, until 
fuch time as he became fo weak, that he was not able to re= 
main any longer there. He was then put on board the thip, 
and laid forwards ftill in irons, very ill. His allowance was 
immediately ftopped, as it was the furgeon’s opinion it was 
the only method of curing any one of them who complained 
of illnefs. -He remained in that fituation, after being taken 
out of the boat, for fame wecks after. During this time, 
Mr Towne. was obliged to go to Junk River, and on his re- 
turn he inguired for Hilton, and was told that he was lying 
before the foremaft, almoft dead. He went and {poke to 
him, but Hilton feemed infenfible. The fame day: Mr Towne 
received his orderes to go a fecond time in the thallop to 
Junk River. After he had gotten under weigh, the com- 
mander of the fhallop was ordered to bring to, and take 
Hilton in, and /eave him on fhore any where. He lived that 
evening and night out, and died early the next morning, 
‘and was thrown overboard off Cape Mezzurado. ; 

Mr Falconbridge, being called upon alfo to {peak to the ill 
ufage of {feamen, fays that on board the Alexander, Captain 
M‘Taggart, he has feen them tied up and flogged with the 
cat frequently. He remembers alfo an inftance of an old 
man, who was boat/wain of the Alexander, having one night 


fome word: with the mate, when the boatfwain was feverely 


beaten,-and had one or two of his teeth knocked out. The 


boatfwain faid he would jump overboard s upon which he was. 


tied to the rail of the quarter-deck, and a pump bolt put 
ato his mouth by way of gagging him. He was then untied, 
put under the half-deck, and a centinel put over him all 


night—in the morning he was relealed. Mr Falconbridge 
: . I 
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always confidered him as a quiet, inoffenfive man. In the 
fame voyage a black boy was beaten every day, and one 
day, after he was fo beaten, he jumped through one of the 
gun-ports of the cabin into the river. A canoe was l,ing 
along-fide, which dropped aftern, and picked him up. Mr 
Falconbridge gave him one of his own fhirts to put on, and 
afked him if he did not expeé& to be devoured by the fharks. 
The boy faid he did, and that it would be much better for 
him to be killed at once, than to be daily treated with fo 
much cruelty. 

Mr Falconbridge remembers alfo, on board the fame fhip, 
that the black cook one day broke a plate. For this he had 
a fifh-gig darted at him, which would certainly have de- 
ftroyed him if he had not ftooped or dropped down. At 
another time alfo, the carpenter’s mate had let his pitch- pot 
catch fire. He and the cook were accordingly both tied up, 
ftripped, and flogged, but the cook with the greateft feveri- 
ty. After that, the cook had falt water and cayenne pepper 
rubbed upon his back. A man alfo came on board at Bonny, 
belonging to a little thip, (Mr Falconbridge believes the 
captain’s name was Dodfon, of Liverpool) which had been 
overfet at New Calabar. This man, when he came on board, 
was in a convalefcent ftate. He was feverely beaten. one 
night, but for what caufe Mr Falconbridge knows not, upon 
which he came and applied to Mr Falconbridge for fome- 
thing to rub his back with, Mr Falconbridge was told by 
thé captain not to give him any thing, and the man was de- 
fired to go forward. He went accordingly, and lay under 
the forecaftle. Mr Falconbridge vifited him very often, at 
which times he complained of his bruifes. After this, he had 
a return of his flux, and died in about three weeks from the 
time he was beaten, The laft words he ever fpoke to Mr 
Falconbridge were (after fhedding tears) “ I cannot punifb 
him,” (meaning the captain) ‘ but God will”? ‘Thefe are 
the mott remarkable inftances which Mr Falconbridge recol- 
Je&s. He fays, however, that the ill treatment was fo gene- 
ral, that only three in this fhip efcaped being beaten out of 
fifty perfons. 

To thefe inftances, which fell under the eyes of the evi- 
dences now cited, we may add the obfervations of a gentle- © 
man, who. though rever in the flave trade, had yet great 
opportunities of obtaining information upon this fubjeét. © 
Sir George Young remarks, that thofe feamen, whom he faw 
in the flave-trade, while on the coaft in a man of war, com- ~ 
plained of their ill treatment, bad-feeding, and cruel i 
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the very Nature of the Slave- Trade. 





jpringing from 


They a// of them wanted to enter on board his fhip. -It was 
likewile the cuftom for the feamen of every fhip he faw at 
a diftance, to come on board him with their boats; moft of 
them quite naked, and threatening to tura prrates, if he did 
not take them. This they told him openly. He is perfuaded, 
if he had given them encouragement, and had had a fhip of 
the line to have manned, he could have done it in a very 
fhort time, for they would all have left their /hips. He has 
alfo received {everal {eamen on board his fhip from the woods, 
where they had no fubfiftence, but to which they had fled 
for refuge from their refpective veffels. 

That the above are not the only inftances of barbarity 
contained in the evidence, and that this barbarous ufage is 
peculiar to, or {pringing out of the very nature of the trade 
in flaves, may be infifted on from the following accounts : 

Captain Hall (of the merchants fervice) believes the fea- 

‘men are in general treated with great barbarity ia the flave- 
fhips, and he does not know of their being ill treated zn any 
other ferviee. . 
_ Captain Thompfgn concludes, from the many complaints 
Ae received from feamen, while on the coaft, that they are 
far from: being well treated on board the fave-/hips. One 
Bowden fwam from the Fifher, of Liverpool, Captain Ken- 
dal, to the Nautilus, amidft a number of fharks, to claim his 
protection. Kendal wrote for the man, who refufed to re- 
turn, faying his life would be endangered. He therefore 
kept him in the Nautilus, till fhe was paid off, and found 
him’a diligent, willing, aétive feamen. Several ot the crew, 
he thinks, of the Brothers, of Liverpool, Captain Clark, 
fwam towards the Nautilus, when peafling by. Two only 
reached her. The reft, he believes, regained their own fhip. 
The majority of the crew had the day before come on board 
the Nautilus in ayboat to complain of ill ufuage, but he had 
returned them with an officer to enquire into and redrefs 
their complaints. He received many letters from feamen 
in flave-fhips, complaining of ijl ufage, and defiring him to 
protect them, or take them on board. He is inclined to 
think, that /Bips tracing in the produce of Africa, are not fo 
wll ufed as thofe in the flave-/brps. Several of his own officers 
gave him the’beft accounts of the ¢reatment in the Iris, a 
veflel trading for wood, gums, and ivory, near which the 
Nautilus lay for fome weeks. j 

Lieutenant Simpfon fays, that on his firft voyage, when 
lying at Fort Appolonia, the Fly. Guineaman was in the 
roads. On the return of the Adventure’s boat from the 
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fort, they were hailed by fome feamen belonginz to the 
Fly, requefting that they might be taken from on board 
the Guieneaman, and put on board the man of war, for 
that their treatment was luch as to make their lives mifer- 
able. The boat by the direétion of Captain Parry, was 
fent to the Fly, and one or two men were brought on 
board him. In his fecond voyage, he reccolleéts, that 
on firft feeing the Albion Guineaman, fhe carried a prefs. 
of fail, feemingly to avoid them, but finding it imprac- 
ticable, fhe fpoke them; the day after which the Captain 
of the Albion brought a feaman on board the Adventure, 
whom he wifhed to be lefe there, complaining that he 
was a very riotous and diforderly man. The man, on 
the contrary, proved very peaceable and well-behaved, 
nor was there one fingle in{itance of his conduct. from 
which he could fuppofe he merited the charadter given 
him. fe feemed to. rejoice at quitting the Albion, and 
informed Mr Simpfon, that he was cruelly beaten both 
by the captain and furgeon, that he was half ftarved; 
and that the furgeon neglected the fick feamen, alleging 
that he was only paid for attending the flaves. He alfo 
informed Mr Simpfon, that their allowance of provifions. 
was increafed, and their treatment fomewhat better when 
a man of war was on the coaft. He recolleéts another 
inftance of a feaman, with a lez thockingly ulcerated, 
requeftng a paflage in the Adventure to England; 
alleging that he was left behind from a Guineaman. He 
alleged various inftances of ill treatment he had received, 
and confirmed the failor of the Albion’s account, that their 
allowance of provifions was increafed, and treatment 
better, when a man of war was on the coaft. During 
Mr Simplon’s ftay at C. Coaft Caftle, the Advevture’s 
boat was fent to Annamaboe to the Spy Guineaman; oa 
her return, three men were concealed under her fails, 
who had left the flaye-fhip—they complained thrir treat- 
ment was fo bad, that their lives were miferable on 
board—beaten and half ftarved.—There were various other 
inftances which efcape his memory. Mr Simpion ays, how- 
ever, that he has never beard any complaints from We/l-India~ 
men or other merchant-/bips ;—on the contrary, they wifhed 
to avoid a man of war; whereas, if the captain of the 
Adventure had liftened to all the complaints made to him 
from failors of flave-fhips, and removed them, he mutt dave 
greatly diftrefed the African trade. F 
Captaia 


















Jpringiug from the very Nature of the Slave-Trade. 10% 

Captain Hall, of the navy, fpeaking on the fame fubject, 
aflerts, that as to peculiar modes of punifhment adopted in 
Guineaman, he once faw aman chained by the neck in the 
main top of a flave-thip, when paffiag under the ftern of his 
Majefty’s thip Crefcent, in Kingfton-Bay, St. Vincent’s ; and 
was told by part of the crew, taken out of the thip, at their 
own requeft, that the man had been there one hundred and 
twenty days. He fays he has great reafon to believe, that 
in no trade are Jeamen fo badly treated as in the Jlave-trade, 
from their always flying to men of war for redrefs, and 
whenever they come within reach ; whereas men from Weft 
Indian or other trades feldom apply to a {kip of war, * 

The laft evidence, whom perhaps it will appear necef- 
fary to cite on this occafion, is the Rev. Mr Newton. 
This gentleman agrees in the + ill ufage of the feamen 
alluded to, and believes that the flave-trade itfelf is a great 
caufe of it, for he thinks that the real or fuppoled neceflity 
of treating the negroes with rigour gradually brings a numb- 
nefs upon the heart, and renders moft of thofe who are engaged 
in it too indifferent to the fufferings of their fellow-creatures 5 
and be fuppoles there is mo trade in which feamen are treat-: 
ed with fo little humanity as in the African flave-trade. He 
has himfelf feen the failors, when /ick, beaten for being /azy 
till they have died under the blows. : 


* The circumftance of feamen in the flave-trade being defirous of 
leaving their thips, and of thofe in other trades ftaying by them, when 
in fight of men of war, is confirmed alfo by Captains Smith and Wilfon, 
of the navy. 


t Tt will be proper to mention here, that feveral fpecific facts of the. 
ill treatment of feamen in the flave-trade have been omitted'in thefe 


| accounts, as well as that this ill ufage is confirmed by more of the wit- 


neffes, viz. Trotter, Bove, Parker, Sturey, arid Forfter ; on the other hand, 
about feven eaptains may be traced, three of whofe names only are mene’ 


tioned, (viz. Butler, Smith, and Frazer) who have had the merit of gos. 


ing againft the current of bad example in the abule of feamen in this” 
trade. If it fhould be afked, how it happens that feamen enter for flave~ 


_veflels, when fuch general ill ufage there can hardly fail of being known, 


the reply muft be taken from the evidence, ‘* that whereas fome of them 


W enter voluntarily, the greater part of them are trepanned ; for that it is 


the bufisefs of certain landlords to make them intoxicated, and get them 
into debt, after which their only alternative is.a Guiacaman or @ goal.” 


CHAP, 





















. 
os 


a 


rr 


ar 





i ame 


Hat l 


a 


Cc 


fl a tl 





CC? FD PA ree 


Whether it be true, as fome fay, that the Natives of Africa: 
are happier in the European Colonies than, in their own 
Country. 


F there be any of the flaves happier in the colonies than 
they were at home, they muft be fuch as were formerly 
flaves in their own country ; and if fo, the African muft be. 
fhewn to be more oppreflive than the colonial flavery. 

This, however, is fo far from being the cafe, that, as Mr. 
H. Rofs obferves, though on another occafion any compari- 
fon between the ftate of the two is an * infult to common 
fenfe. The flaves in Aftica are mentioned by Mr. ‘Towne as. 
never ill ufed by their own people. They are treated, fays 
Mr Kiernan, as Europeans treat people of their own family. 
They are defcribed again by Hall and Dalrymple as eating 
and drinking with their mafters. Captain Willon fays alfo. 
they live with their maflers and are not diftinguifhable from 
them.. Mr Falconbridge never. faw aay whom by their treat- 
maent be could fay were flaves. Mr Waditrom ‘peaks of them. 
cs well ufed, and Mr Morley, as treated with hindne/s, and. 
Setter than in the Weft Indtes. 

Now, if the ves of the flaves in Africa, fhould be fo. 
much happier (as may be feen by comparing the above ac- 
counts with thofe in Chap, IV.) than the lives of the flaves. 
in the European colonies, it will not be doubted that- 
freemen in the former parts of the world muft be happier 
than flaves in the latter. 


Though the obfervations already made might be fuf-o9 


fivient (both with. refpe€@ to fuch.as haying been originally 


* Some. have. even. gone fo far. as to fay.that they are happier than 
the labouring poor of this country: but it has been moft amply refuted 


by Woolrich, Captain Wilfon, Jeffreys, Rees, Dean of Middleham, and_. 


H. Rofs, the latter of whom, though he compared the differe \t circum- 
frances in their refpective fituations at the requelt of the Committee, pre~. 
aged it by faying, that any comparifon between the ftate of the two was, 
an infuult to common fenfes 
freameny, 
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freemen, and fuch as having been originally * flaves in their 
ewn country, are fent to the European colonies) to dif- 
prove the affertion infinuated in the title to this chapter, 
yet as there are other very ftrong proofs in the evidence, 
it would be unpardonable not to cite them in the prefent 


eafe. 
Mr M. Cook has often heard Africans in the Weft 


Indies exprefs their praife of their own country and their 


regret at leaving it. Lieutenant Davilon obferves. it is 
common for fick Africans to fay, with p/eafure, they are 
going to die, and are going home from this Buccra (or White 
man’s) country. st is alo noterious that the Africans, when: 
brought into the colonies, frequently deftroy themfelves. 
Dr Harrifon, Coor, M. Terry, Cook, Fitzmaurice, Clap- 
pefon, Baillie, Dalrymple, Davi‘on, Dean of Middleham, 
Captain Rofs, and Woolrich, all agree in this tact. The 
caufes of it are deicribed in general to be s// treatment, 
the defire of returning home, and the preference of death: 
to life when in the fituation of flaves, all of which are 
fo many proofs of their fupertor happinefs in their own 


‘country. It is alfo very remarkable, as we find from, 


Mr Coor, that thefe aéts of defperation fhould have been 
fo frequent as to.have occafioned it to have pafied into am 


obfervation, “ that the Gold Coaft negroes, when driven to. _ 
defpair, afways cut thetr throats, and thofe of the moft.inland 


country voftly hang themfelves. 

To give a few extracts from the evidences on this oce. 
cafion. A negro boy of his, fays Dr Harrifon, detefted 
flavery fo much that he refufed all fupport; which brought 
on a dropfy that killed him. Another negro, who had 
been a great man in his own country, refufid to work 
for any white man, and being therefore punifhed by the: 


‘overfeer, he defired him to tell his mafter that he would 


be a flave to mo man. His mafter ordered him to be re- 
moved to another eftate. His hands were tied behind him, 
and in going over a bridge he. jumped into the water and. 
appeared no more. Thef- are two faéts of Dr Harrifon’s. 
own knowledge, out of a great. many,which he cannot now 

recollect. 
Mr Fitzmaurice has. known too many fuicides, among: 
new negroes, elpecially, both by hanging themfelves and: 
dirt-: 


% Very few flaves in the. Weft Indies are fuch as have been: flaves in, 
Africa, for, fays Dalrymple and Waditrom, there are very few flaves in, 
Africa. at all, and thofe whe have them, fays Morley, do not like to felk, 


1 RCT, 


ae 


y ie 


is Be pa 
<- Se gecer ts a 

Ge Se iene ea 
. Mes, fe ~<a Tn a dhe: 















































‘xs 
104 = Africans exprefs great joy at the Funerals 





dirt-eating which they knew to be fatal. He loft one year 
twelve new negroes by it, though he fed them well. On 
his remonftrating they conftantly told him they preferred 
dying to ving. . A great proportion of the new negroes that 
go on lugar-eftates, die in this way. 

A planter, fays Mr Woolrich, purchafed fix men flaves 
out of a Guinea fhip, and put them on a {mall ifland to plant 
cotton. They had a white man with them as overtcer, 
who left them of a Saturday night. There were no white in- 
habitants on the ifland. On the Monday following the over- 
feer returned, when he found a// the fix hanging near together 
tn the woods. Mr Woolrich often inquired of the moft fen. 
fible negroes what could be the caufe of fuch a@tions, and the 
anfwer was, ‘‘ that they would rather die than live in the Atu- 
i ation they were in.” / 

' As the lait proof in the evidence, and that an irrefragable 
one, how much happier the Africans are in their own 
country than in the colonies, may be aduced the great joy 
which is difcovered at their funerals by their fellow-flaves, 
and which joy is faid to proceed from the idea that the de- 
ceafed are returning home. 

Mr Douglas faw three funerals of Gurnea flaves in the 
Weft Indies. At thefe funerals, fays he, they fing, and are 
merry, and naming the deceated, fay, he 7s gone to Guinea. 

Great rejoicings, {ays Cook, are made by African negroes 
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& _ at the funerals of each other, from a belief that the decealed 
le are gone to their own country again. 
alte African negroes, fays Fofter, thewed the moft extravagant 
‘ae Joy at their friends funerals, from believing the deceafed 
if gone back to their country. 
+ fall Captain Wilfon confirms the above by ftating, that he 
; on never (aw any figns of happinefs among the imported flaves, 
» > except at their funera's when they thew extravagant jay, 
ih | from a perfuafion that the deceafed 7s e/caped from flavery to 
yo bis own country. Captain Wilfon, however, does not ftop 


are attended with the moft mournful crics. 

It is impoflible to conclude this chapter better than by an 

extract from the evidence of Mr Dalrymple.—That gentleman 
wl fays, he might have had the means of putting his eftate in 
lig Grenada under cultivation, as he might have had flaves from 
ef the houfe of Backhoute and Tarlton, but hgving had an op- ; 
= portunity when on the coaft of Africa, of kuowing how happy | 
re the negroes were in their own country, and knowing the unjufti- 
, fiablesmeans by which they were made flaves there, their ne 
ufage 


} | here, for he goes on to declare, that zz Africa their funerals 
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ufage when on board fhip,. and their fevere ufage when in 
the Weft. Indies; he could not confiftently with hits ideas of 


what was right, purchafe any flaves, and particularly as he 
did not intend to remain on the plantation himfelf. 
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Whether the Africans by good ufage have not in feveral in- 
Jftances increafed by births in the Colonies ; and whether 
tt be not clear from other fats, as well as the opinions of 
perfons in the Evidence, that they would increafe by po- 

_pulation generally in confequence of general good Usage, 
fo as to fuperfede entirely the neceffity of the Slave- 


Trade. 





Sey Ross fays, he knows.of three eftates in the 
ifland of Jamaica, one belonging to Lord Dudley, an- 
other to Meffrs Muir and Atkinfon, and athirdto Mr 
Malcolm, on which there was a confiderable increafe of the 
fraves by birth. 
Lieutenant Davifon confirms the account given of Mr 
Malcolm’s eftate : that gentleman, he fays, had not bought 
a negro for ten or twelve years, during which time the flaves 
had confiderably increafed. Lieutenant Davilon alio knew 
an eftate, where the negroes were all Creo/es. 
Mr M. Cook knew two’ eftates in the fame ifland, on 
Mwhich he really believes the negroes to. have increafed by 
| births. 
} Mr Coor fays, there was a plantation in Jamaica belong- 
ing toa Mr Dunn, which, when he Mr Coor firft went there 
was a {mall ove, not for want of land but of negroes. This 
eftate at that time made about fifty hogfheads of fugar year- 
ly. Ina confequence, however, of good uiage, the negroes in- 
creafcd fo faft (the children feeming to. {warm on this eftate) 
ithat before Mr Coor quitted the ifland, Mr Dunn had not 
Jonly doubled the produce, but had fettled another eftate out 
of zt, which made fixty hogfheads per year. aid he had never 
bought but fix new negroes in the whole time. 
In the fame ifland, and parith of Clarendon, the negroes on 
Ramfbury eftate increafed {fo faft, fays Mr Fitzmaurice, that 
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a gang of them was drawn off to fettle a new eftate, called . 



















“he bad juft fucceeded, had increafed fo much by birth, that 
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Yarmouth, which he had then the care of, but the fettlement 

was dilcontinued from the change of the attorney. On Q- A | 
range, in St. James’s, no negroes were bought for at leaft J 
fifteen years, aid they increafed ; as alfoon Eden in the fame 
parifh. He lived on both thele eftares. .| 

Mr Foriter, {peaking of the ifland of Antigua, fays, that 
‘on the whole of Colonel Farley’s plantations they had no J, 
need of new negroes. He has heard the Colonel fay there | 
was a confiderable increafe, but on one particularly. Me 
Thomas Gravenor’s negroes alfo increafed. He knew Cap- 
tain Thompfon, of Seacow Bay, Tortola, who wanted no, 
new negroes for many years. : 

Mr Duncan obferves, that the treatment on the eftate 
that he lived on, which was in the ifland of Antigua, was — 
better-than common: the eff was that the flaves in- 
creaied. The flaves alfo on Sir G. Thomas’s Belfaft eflate, 
and Carlifle’s, and feveral others he cannot now: name, -ine 
creafed, or kept up their numbers without any addition. by 
purchafe. ; 

Mr Giles fays, that on two eftates where he lived, the in- |’ 
cereale of the flaves, under a milder treatment in the ifland 
of St. Croix, exceeded their decreafe by one per cent. 

Capt. Hall, of the navy, mentions an eftate, belonging to 
the Marquis de Rouvray, in the ifland of St Domingo, 
where in confequence of good ufage the flaves increaled fa 
faft as to have rendered any farther purcha’es unneceffary. __| 

Mr Bifhop told Mr Town, that in a plantation of his, in | 
Barbadoes, they had not bought a Guinea negro for upwards |. 
of forty years, and that by good ufage there were a great i} 
many more now there than formerly. 

The Reverend Mr Dayies fays, that on Kendal plantation, 
in the ifland of Barbadoes, belonging to Mr Steel, the ftock | 
of flaves was kept up by births. He knew alfo a few other 
eftates which kept up their numbers without importation. — 

The Dean of Midd'eham, while in Barbadoes, underftood 
from Dr Mapp’s fon, that the ftock on the eftate, to which 





’ 


there was a reduaodance fufficient nearly to ftock another 
eftate. The Reverend Mr Carter’s flaves alfo increafed con= 
fiderably, and thefe cultivated his glebe and planted canes." 
The Dean’s brother alfo informed him, that his own negroes | 
had doubled their number by natural increife in twenty 
years, and they were employed, he believes, in common 
field-bufine(fs as other negroes. The Dean had heard of fe 
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on Eftates where they are tolerably treated. 104 


veral others of his acquaintance, who had kept up their 
ftocks by the natural increafe, without purchafe. 

_ Having now mentioned thofe eftates, on which it appears 
)that the flaves have increafed by birth, it will be proper 
|to mention thofe other facts in the evidence, by which it 
will be clear, that the Africans by general good ulage will 
increafe fo generally as to fuperfede the neceflity of the 
flave-trade. ; 

| 1. In the ifland of Barbadoes the field-flaves appear to 
be better treated than elfwhere. Accordingly we find from Mr 
Woodward, that while refident there, in the years 1782 and 
1783, he never heard any-complaint of the want of negroes to 





not recollect the fale of a fingle cargo of faves during that 
time. 

2. Field-flaves cultivating cotton, pimento, and coffee, are 
deferibed by Mr Cook as being treated better, and as in- 
creajing fafter by birth than thofe employed on fugar-e- 
flates. . 
| 3+ Domefiics are univerfally faid to be treated better on 
the whole than fe/dflaves, and thefe are generally {aid to 
increafe. "There are many more children, {ays Jetireys, a- 
‘mong doméftics than feld-flaves. Captain Hall fays, that in 
his time the domefiics were underflood to increafe by birth, 
and Lieutenant Davifon, that ¢hey did aually increafe. Mr 
Forfter gives an inftance of rapid increafe among the dome- 
ftics. A widow Shervington was left in debt with five or 
fix negroes, who by kind treatment in fifteen or twenty years 
jncrealed to fifteen or more. He knows ‘feveral inflances of 
this kind. : hh. : 
| 4. The Maroon negroes, originally Africans, who live in 
mall communities in Jamaica, as free people, and who of 
courfe are not /ubjeE to ill ufage like the flaves, are {aid to in- 
ereafe allo. M. Cook believes the Marcon negroes to be 


i 
i 


increafing very faft. Lieutenant Davifon afferts, that in 
his time they zncrea/ed moft certainly. He has often been in 
all their towns, and always faw great numbers of children. 
‘Their numbers were confiderably more when he left, than 
when he came to the ifland. It was impoflible for them to 
have received any addition of number from other quarters. 
5. African negroes alfo, when tranf{ported to the Eaf In- 
dies, have, by good ufage, increased there. Mr Botham fays, 
that m the year 1764, the Eaft India Company fent flave-thips 
to Africa and Madagafear, aid traofported to Bencoolen, 
for their public and other works, nearly a thoufand flaves, 
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carry on the plantation or other bufinefS. And yet he does’ 
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and in much the fame proportion of men, women, and chile. 
dren, as they are carried froin Africa to the Weft Indies, that 
is, more men than women and children. Thele flaves, on the | 
firft years of their arrival, from the unbealthinefs of the | 
chmate, and other caufes, decreafed: but when they had | 
been at Beucoolen a few years, where they were humanely 
treated, they began axnually to increafe 3 notwith{tanding ; 
from the Jitrle attention that was paid to their way of life, 
both men and women lived in the moft abandoned ways 
The wonder was, that they did increafe, as the young wo- 
meo flaves were common proftitutes to the foldiers and J 
failors. “a 

6. African negroes alfo, tran{ported to different parts of ‘J 
North America, have, in confequence of being * better u/ed, 
increafed by population there. 4 

Dr Harrifon’s diftin@ion between the difference of the 
treatment of the negroes by the Weft Indians and Ameri- 
cans, is as follows: In Jamaica, he {ays, flaves were generally 
treated ill, and only individuals treated them well ; m Caras 
lina, on the other hand, they were generally treated well, 
and only individuals ufed them ill.—Let us now fee the con- 
fequences. 

Mr Dove fays, that from 1774 to 1783, there were no 
importations of flaves to Bofton or New York, and yet he 3] 
thinks that they did not decreafe in their number during 5}; 
that time. aft 

It was generally believed, fays Mr Stuart, that the Caro= 3}; 
linan flaves increafed without importation. » tt 

Mr Savage lays allo, that whcre they were well ufed in | 
Carolina they increafed greatly. A friend of his, Gabriel 
Manigault, Efg; informed him, that in 1737, he had on his {fj 
eftate cighty-fix negroes, of which twelve or fourteeo were | 
fuperannuated. The latter he replaced by others. With 1 
no more addition than this, they had increaled to two hune 
dred and feventy about a year or two (1773) before he left | 
the country + 

Mr Baillie alfo, {peaking of Carolina, believes the negroes «+, 
are raifed there in as great a proportion as children in Ewe} 
rope, when they are in healthy fituations, notwithftanding jf 
which he obferves, that the cu/tryation of rice 1s as laborious \ 


as that of fugar, and that the climate of Jamaica is much more sy, 
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* The evidences unanimoufly maintain, that their ulage is better in | 
America than in the Welt Indies, 4 
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wherever the y are moderately well ufed. 109 


Javourable to the confitution of the negroes than that of Caro- 
dina. . 

Dr Harrifon alfo gives his opinion as a medical man, that 
the climate of Jamaica is more favourable to the increafe of 
flaves than that of Carolina; notwithftanding which difad- 
vantage Carolina increafed in flaves, while. thofe in Famaica 
decreafed. ’ ‘ 

Mr Irving mentions the increafed population of flaves by 
birth in Carolina to have been reckoned in his time at from 
| #wo to ten per cent. and yet he {peaks of the climate zn the 
Yame manner as the refi. The breeding of flaves, he fays, 
1] was confidered /o advantageous, that the planter generally 
valued a child, on the day of its birth, at five pounds. 

Mr Clapham, examined on this fubje@, for Maryland, 
_fays, the negroes kept up their numbers there by propa- 
gation, and imcreafed, fo that she overplus, in fome inftances, 
_ were Jbipped to the Weft Indies. He has known an hundred- 
fales, where proprietors have had too many for their ufe, in 
confequence of increafe by propagation, yet they were not 
thought to be * well treated, though better than to the 

fouthward, and the climate was /ubjeG to great and fudden 
| varrety of heat andceld. - 

Mr Beverly, examined refpecting Virginia, ftates, that 
the negroes there always kept up their numbers, and gene- 
rally increafed. His father’s more than doubled their num- 
bers. In 1761 he had about two hundred, and in 1788 he 
paid taxes on above five hundred and forty, of whom not 
above twenty or thirty had been added by purchafe. 

Mr Beverley was told in’ America, that when the aboli- 
tion of the flave-trade was firft agitated in 1774, many 
doubted the practicability of keeping up the numbers by 
births, and the perfons fo doubting have, fince the abolition 
of the flave-trade, exprefled to him a@ convition that their 
fears were groundlefs. . 
| Mr Crew ftates alfo, that the negroes in Virginia increafed 
rapidly without importation, fo much fo, that it was a gene- 
ral opinion that zt was profitable to hold flaves on this account, 
iexclufive of the profits of their labour. He thinks, at the 
ame time, that the cw/ture of tvbacco 7s nearly as laborious 
aes that of fugar, and that the climate of Virginia zs not fo 
favourable as that of the Weft Indies to African confiitutions 








-.® The evidence warrants us in fayiug, that a flave in America, faid to 
pe not well ufed, would be confidered as well ufed. in the Weft Indies.° 
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110 No Importation of Africans watted, were the 


on account of the /evere * cold in the winter. Mr Crew ob- 
ferves, that the importation of African flaves into Virginia 
has been generally difcontinued fince 1772. 

From the above accounts, (by which the natives of Africa 
have been viewed in different climates and fituations), but 
particularly from the Jaft, it is evident that if they were in 
general well ufed in the European colonies, they would fo 
generally increafe, as to fuperfede the neceffity of the flave- 
trade ; for if in the American climate, totally uncongenial to | 
their conflitutions, they have generally increafed by births, | 
much more would they in the Weft Indian, which 1s repre- 
sented as much more favourable to their propagation. ‘This 
will be ftill more evident, if we prove that they are prolific 
in their own country, and that the Weft Indian climate is 
the fame as their own at home. Mr Falconbridge fays, that 
the females are more prolific than thofe of other countriés. 
Out of four or five deliveries, at which he was prefent, 
there were twice twins. Captain Hall has feen as many 
children in the towns and villages in Africa in proportion to 
the grown people, as he has met with in this country. Sir 
G. Young declares, that the negro women on the coaft of 
Africa appeared to him as pro/ific as any race of people 
he ever faw in any part of the world, and the climate of the 
Weft Indies to be not le/s favourable to them than ther own. 
Hence he fays, the ftock of flaves might be kept up or in- 
creafed without any importations from africa. At firft the 
deficiencies might be felt for a few, perbaps twenty years, 
but after a while, they would double their numbers, for he 
fees no phyfical caufe to prevent a black man and woman 
being equally prolific in the Weft Indies as in Africa. 

There are others, who from their experience in the Weft 
Indies are of a fimilar opinfon. Dr Jackfon cannot conceive, 
sf flaves were well ufed, why they fhould not keep up their 
numbers. They are naturally prolific, and the tflands in 
general congenial to their conftitutions.—it is the opinion of* 
Mr Coor, that, with kind and judicious treatment of the in- 
fants, the flaves in Jamaica would increale w2thout any im- 
portations from Africa. Mr Davies fays the fame thing | 
for Barbadoes. .Mr Woodward is not apprehenfive that the | 
abolition of the flave-trade would ruin 47s We/t-/ndian. pro- 
perty. He thinks it would be of advantage to Barbadoess 





* Asa farther proof, that the climate of North America is not con- 1 
genial to the African conftitution, it appears from Baillie and Beverly that- 
the negroes are always healthier x the /ummer than in the winter. ; 
















By ufing them well, and by good management, the flock of 
flaves would naturally increafe without importation. Aud Mr 
Giles believes, that, if they were properly treated, their 
ancreafe would be general throughout the sflands. 


CT At Pe NAL. 


What appear to have been the principal caufes, implied in 
the term Good U/age, of the Increafe by Births, in the in- 

_ ftances mentioned, and what Regulations ought to take 

_ place in the general practice of the Colonies, to infure 
an univerfal increase. 


6 Baw caufes of the increafe by births, om one of the 
eftates mentioned, viz. on the Marquis de Rouvray’s 
of St Domingo, are defcribed by Captain Hall as follows: 
The flaves were never hard prefled in their work, The 
Marquis fuffered no improper intercourfe between the males 
and females: every man had his own wife, and no white was 


fuffered to disjoin that union. Hofpitals were built for the 


fick and pregnant. ‘The latter, when far advanced, were 


taken in there, and.employed in trifling work, till the time 


of their delivery. Here they might remain, feparated from 
their hufbands, and exculed from field labour, till the child 
could be fupported without the mother’s help, or when their 


firength would permit, return with the child to their buf- 
| bands, and take the chance of work. In confequence, the 


Marquis had not, for fome years, occafion to buy negroes. 
g , Ss y y neg 
Having, however, left his eftate to the care of anephew, upon 
J &> 7 ; Pp » Up 
his return, after an abfence of two years, inftead of the hap- 
peo ae oF Paine 
pinets that reigned when he left it, he found nothing but 
mifery and diicontent. ‘The whites had feized upon the 
pretty women: their hufbands, through difcontent, ran a- 


_way, and the labour falling heavier upon the reft, they be- 
_ came dilcontented, and their work was badly carried on: fo- 


that it coft him two years, before he could re-eftablith order. 


It was a pleafure to walk through his eftate ; for the flaves 
_uled to look upon him as a father. 


It is of importance to cite this eflate, becaule, in confe- 


quence of the above regulations, its gang increafed 3 becaufe 
: } 
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when they were violated it went back; and becaufe, wher 


‘Thefe regulations alfo include all the regulations, 
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they were re-eftablifhed, it was reftored to its former ftate. 
except 
‘wo, in confequence of which the flaves increafed by births 
wu the other eftates mentioned in the preceding chapter, and 
therefore the citation of thefe, in particular, avoids a repeti- 
tron, and faves time. ‘The two regulations not included in 
thele, are the following :—Mr Giles aflerts, that the pur- 
chaiing of a few mules, on an eftate which he managed, to carry 
tne canes which the negroes had before this been accuftomed to 
carry on their heads, fo lightened their labour, as to occafion 
tbem to increafe in population, whereas they had decrealed 
before: and, on the eftate cited by Lieut. Davifon, the 
circumftance of Mr Malcolm’s going among his own negroes, 
|earing ‘their complaints, and not fuflering them to be pu- 
nifhed without his knowledge, are reckoned many the 
caufes that contributed to their increafe. 

Let us now fee what is the general praétice in the colo- 
ries, and what alterations fhould be made in it, to infure an 
aarretel increafe. 

1. It is the opinion of Mr Fitzmaurice, as ebitesee in 
chap. 4. that the forcing the flaves to labour beyond their 
ftrength, is the means of bringing many of them to the 
grave. Mr Baillie fays, that many of their complaints arofe 
from extreme fatigue, and that a little reft generally reftored 
them, without any medicine being neceffary. In general, 
fays Forfter, the planters have no idea of improvements to 

eafe their flaves. It feemed a general opinion, that, if ne- 
groes were not conftantly kept at work, they would become 
aie 

We have feen, in chap. 4. the very trifling faults, for 

which flaves are frequently punifhed, at the difcretion of the 
overfeer, and the unlimited feverity of thofe punifhments by 
the chain, dungeon, ftocks, projecting i iron collar, iron boot, 

cowfkin, cart-whip, picket, and the like; all of which have 
a manifeft tendency to harrafs human nature, and, in conjuc- 
tion with other caufes, to fubdue it. 

3. It appears that no attention is paid to thie marriage of 
the flaves, fo that one man fhould be rettri¢ted to one wife, 
but that there is a promifcuous intercourfe amongit one ano- 
ther as they pleafe, (General Tottenham, Capt. Smith, Sir 


G. Young, Forfter, Coor) ; and that “this is not only the catel 


of the negroes one with another, but with the negro women 
and the whites, the latter of whom violate the chaftity of the 
former -at diferetion, (Dean of Middicham, Captain Smith, 
Davilon, 























counterad?s Population among the Slaves. 


Davifon, Cook, Harrifon, Coor, and Dalrymple). If the wo- 
met are jent tor py the over{eers, fays Cook, for thefe pur- 
poles, they muff come or be flogged, and to fuch a pitch has 
Dalrymple known this intercourfe to proceed, that female 
flaves are offered by their mafters, even to thofe who vifit 
them, and he has known compu//ion ufed to oblige {uch to 
fubmit to proftitution. ; 

4. It appears again, from chap. 4. that pregnant wo- 
men, to get the moft out of them, are frequently worked 
within a very little time of their delivery, and fo hard and fo. 
near to this period, that they often mifcarry, as well as that,. 
even 1n this fituation, they are not exempt from the whip. 

5- The fides of the huts, fays Coor, in which the pregnant 
women are delivered, and children born, are no more defence 
againft the cold night-damps, than one of our pafture-hedges. 
Bedding they have none, but a board or bafs mat. The in- 
fant, for the firft eight days, is never put to the mother’s 
breaft, but given to a woman out of the field, who: nurfes it, 
and who probably has a child two, three, or four months old: 
and here Mr Coor tubmits it to. medical men what effect the 
milk of a woman hardly wrought and badly fed would have 
on a tender infant. ‘They moftly die convulfed about the 
eighth day. ‘This want of care is the more lamentable, be- 
caule, if they furvive the eighth day, they moftly do well. 
What convinces him farther it is for want ae is becaule, 
where they have warm houfes, kind treatment, and the child 
fet to the mother’s breaft, he very {eldom knew any dies. 

Moit of the negro-houfes, fays Fitamaurice, are open to: 
the weather, being wattled without plafler.. They fleep on- 
a board on the ground, near the fire, and after it goes our,., 
they fluffer from cold and damp.. This caufes many dilorders,. 
efpecially to. /yng-zn women, who lofe more children by thzs. 
than any other caufe, as they generally die of the locked: 


| jaw. 


6. The Dean of Middleham fays, it firuck.him, to fpeak 
generally, that negro-mothers commonly went into the field: 
too early after their delivery, taking their children with them ; 
thatthe milk of the mother became feverith with labour, and. 
the heat of the fun was too powerful for the child, which was 
commonly expofed in a bafket, and, in rainy weather, un- 
fheltered. ‘The fame-is confirmed by others. 

It is evident then, if the above be the general’ praGtice in 
the Colonies ; if the flaves are over-wrought and haftily and 
feverely: punithed ; if promifcuous. intercourfe be allowed me 
if the women are opprefled during their pregnancy 3 if, while 
lying-in, they and their infants are fo much expofed to dam pand: 
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114 Circumftances conducing to the increafe by Births. 
coldin their houfes, that many of the latter perifh: and if, after 
delivery, they are too foon hurried, with their furviving in- 
fants, into the field, it is evident, we repeat, that they cannot 
peffibly, in general, increafe: but that fome change muft be 
made in the fyftem, and that the following regulations are the 
inoft likely to anfwer the end, infomuch as, upon the adopting 
of them, or fimilar ones, the flaves on the eflates cited have 
experienced an increafe. 

Regulation 1. The maxim obferved on the eflate of the 
Marquis de Rouvray, and fome of the others cited, ‘* of ne- 
‘« ver preffing the flaves hard in their work,” and the iub- 
‘© (tution of animal for human labour, wherever it is prac- 
“ ticable,”? as mentioned by Mr Giles, fhould be adopted on 





every eftate. 

2. A more general refidence of proprietors on their own 
eflates, as on Mr Malcolm’s, to attend to the complaiuts 
and punifiments of their flaves, is neceflary. 

3. Marriage, or the union of one man to one woman, fhould 
take place, as in the Marquis de Rouvray’s plantation ; and 
this union no white or other perfon fhould be fuffered to di- 
fturb or disjoin. ; 

4. The women flaves, when advanced in their pregnancy 
four months, fhou'd be taken, from the field, and fhould have 
fittle and light work, as practifed on forne of the eftates ci- 
ted to haveincreafed by births. 

s. During the time of their lying-in, they fhould be put 
$nto convenient héfpitals, or, if allowed to remain in their. 
huts, thefe fhould be fo conftructed as to exclude the cold 
and damp, and every female fhould fuckle her own child 
from the birth. 

6. In fuch hofpitals or huts, they fhould remain as on 
the Marquis de Rouvray’s eftate, and be excufed from field- 
Jabour, till the child could be fupported without the mother’s 
aid, or, when their ftrength would permit, return with the 
child to their hufband’s, and take the chance of work. 

Now, if it could be made appear, as it can, that the 
flaves in fome of the eftates cited, iacreafed by the adoption 
of fome one of the above regulations alone, and that they 
increafed on others by adopting two or three of them, and 
po more, and that on no one eftate, as appears by the evi 
dence, were all of them in force at atime, it is plain, that 
3f all of them combined were put into execution on each 
and every eftate in the Colonies, there muft be an univerfal 


increafe of the flaves there. CHA P.} 


























CHAP. XUIl. 


Whether other regulations may not be deduced from the 
Evidence, which would accelerate this Increafe by Popu- 
- dation. ' 


E have found, that lightening the labour of the flaves 
: Rube § , 
attending to their grievances, punifhments, and the 
like, have been the means of contributing to their increafe 


‘by population; hence any new modes fuggefted by the evi- 


dence, that wil! produce the fame effects, or will tend to 
their better nourifhment or eftablifhment in fociety, muft 
accelerate that increafe. 

1. Let the plough be introduced on every eftate which 


will admit the ufe of it. 


The introduction of the plough would, in the opinion of 
Forfter, Sir G. Young, Rees, Harrifon, Giles, and Duncan, 
fave the flaves much labour. Mr Fitzmaurice has known 
it anfwer this end. Mr Woodward and Mr J. Woodward 
farther confirm the fame: the former has reduced its utili- 
ty on his own eftate to the following rule: one plough, two 
men, dnd four horfes, do as much mork as thirty negroes, and, 
after the plough, it does not require, fays he, much negro- 
labour to prepare the ground for the cane. He thinks that 
the largeft part of the cane and ginger land in Barbadoes, 
may be ploughed tothe advantage of the proprietor, and 


- the faving of negroes labour. 


2. In the earthing of canes, let the Eaft-Indian fhovel 
be introduced, in the place of the hoe, where it is pra¢ti- 
cable. 

When the cane is ready to earth up, fays Mr Botham, 
the {pace between the rows is ploughed deep, the cane tops 
tied up, and an inftrument like a broad fhovel, with teeth 
at the bottom, a fpade handle, and two cords fixed to the 
body of the fhovel, ending by a wooden handle for a pur- 
chafe, is ufed by two perfons to earth up the cane, the 
ftrongeft holding the handle of the fhovel, and prefling it 
into the ploughed earth, while the other on the oppofite fide 


of the plant, by a jerk of the cord, draws up to the plant 


all the earth that the plough had loofened. Two per/ons, 
fays Mr Botham, and he has been in the Weft as well as in 
the Eaft Indies, with this inflrument, will earth up more 
canes in a day than ¢en negroes with their oes according to 
the Weft-Indian method. 

3. Let 
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116 Regulations, deduced from the Evidence, propofed 


3. Let the commiffions or premiums paid in tome iflands 
on the crops, be taken from the attornigs and overleers of 
eftates, and Jet falaries or an augmentation of falary be fub- 
ftituted in their ftead; or let the premiums and commil- 
fions continue, but be paid fo much per head for the increafe 
of the flaves. 

It is the common practice for attornies, and often for o- 
verfeers to have a commillion on the crops (Cook, Davifon, 
Fitzmaurice, Clappefon, and Coor). This has a manifeft 
tendency to make them pufh the negroes beyond their 
ftrength. Accordingly we find, from Davifon, that he has 
been with attornies to vifit the eftates, and he has feen 
them do lutle elfe than inquire about the crops. He never 
heard them make any inquiries into the treatment or flate of 
the flaves. Coor fays, he has known attornies wznk at over- 

feers * prefling the flaves to perform more work than human 
nature could bear. 

4. Let the picking of grafs neither be extra work, nor 
done in the intervals of reft ; but let a gra!s-gang be teledt- 
ed for this purpofe ; or entirely abolifh grafs-picking, by 
laying out pafture-land. 

This regulation, as may be feen in Chap. 1V. would tend 
wonderfully to leflen the labour and punifhment, and, of 
courfe, promote the increafe of the flaves. 

5. Let the corn given to the negroes be ground for them. 

This regulation would tend much to leflen their labour, as 
will be feen from the following account. When the women 
return home, fays Davies, they have to grindtheir corn, by. 
the firength of theer arms, rubbing it beiween twa flones. They 
muft rife with the earlieft dawn to prepare their food, that 
they may be in the ficld in time, to efcape punifhment. 
Their circumftances, but particularly the grinding of their 
coro, tended'to difcourage marriage, the womaun’s life be- 
coming harder then from being thus a flave to her hufband. 
Forfter alfe obferves, that the grinding of their corn at 
night, by hand, was in crop-time a great hardhhip. 

6. Let tafks of fuch parts of the work, as will admit them, 
be afligned to the flaves, as praétifed in America. 

_ In America, fays Baillie, the overfeer roufed the flaves, 
and fet them to work inthe morning. ‘They did not work 
; tor 

* There is alfo a very deftructive notion prevalent, viz: That he is 
the beft overfeer who makes the largeft crops.” ‘To this criterion ofan 
overfeer’s merit, it is owing that thonfands of flaves have been killed 
by being overworked.. This notion ought to be changed for the fol- 
lowing: “ That he is the beft overfeer who preferves the flaves.”” 
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for fet-hours, but by tafk-work, generally’a rood of land 
to each, when eafily cultivated ; when otherwife, the over- 
feer fets the ftrongeft to the hardeft work, and vce verfa:: 
and indeed it was ufual to leflen the piece of land coufide- 
rably, when uncommonly foul. The negroes generally help- 
ed thofe wlio could not finifh as foon as the reft, fo that they 
Jeft the field at once, pretty early in the afternoon, when 
their work ceafed. and they were at perfeé liberty for the 
reftof the day. Mr Baillie adds, that the drivers feldom or 
never whipped the flaves through their day’s work 3 becaufe 
it was impoflible to know till towards the clofe of the day, 
whether a flave would or would not finifh his tafk, and it 
was thought time enough to punifh when.the negroes defer- 
ved it. 

This politic method of working by tafk has been tried in 
Jamaica. Mr Fitzmaurice hired fixty negroes, all Ameri- 
cans, from a Mr Douglas who refided there, and employed 
them in this manner. . "They had a tafk meafured out to 
them every morning by Mr Douglas or his overfeer, and 
which they finifhed by one or two o’clock, and had the reft 
of the day to themfelves. The driver carriéd no whip, and 
only went occafionally to fee that the work was properly 
done. 

It will now-be evident to the reader how much the intro- 
duction of tafk- work into the Weft Indies, would add to the 
eafe and comfort, and of courfe to the natural increafe 
of the flaves; for, by this wife and politic method, the 
work 15 apportioned to the firength of the flaves, and the weak 
are not obliged to keep up with the firong. The whip alto, 
by which they are inceffantly -harrafled, is avoided. This a- 
lone is of great importance. Mr Crew thinks the ufe of the 
whip formed a difference in the treatment of American and 
Weft-Indian flaves greatly to the difadvantage of the latter. 
They have alfo, by means of the fyftem recommended, the 
important ‘advantage of a part of the afternoon and evening 
to themfelves, in which they can cultivate their little pore 
tions of lands, prepare their ptovifions, and yet have {uffi- 
cient time to ret: all which would greatly add to the-com- 
fort of their lives. 

If there thould be any objeétion to the introdu@ion of 
tafk-work into the Weft-India iflands, after what has been. 
faid, it can only arife from a fuppofition, that the flaves 
getting their work done by two or three in the afternoon, 
cannot do fo m' ch for their owner, as thofe who work till 
fun-iet, on the prefent fyftem. The very reverfe, however, 
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lence, propofed 


is the cafe: for Mr Fitzmaurice obferves, that thofe ne- 
groes whom he-employed by tafk in Jamaica, finilhed their 
work by one or two o’clock, whereas the plantation-negroes 
on the adjoining land would not finith t// dark, even with the 
driver, the fame quantity of land. 

Having now ftated all that appears in the evidence, on 
the fubjeét of eafing the labour of the flaves, as the means 
of increating them by birth, we come to a few regulations 
of another kind. 

+. Never let the fame perfons hold the offices of attorney 
and overfeer, or manager: nor let an eftate be put under 
the care of an attorney who either has many eftates to at- 
tend to, or who lives many miles from the eftate he is to fu- 
periotend. 

All thefe evils are abundantly ftated in the evidence, and 
it is therefore clear, that the above regulation would have a 
tendency to obtain prote¢tion for the flaves, in cafes of un- 
merited or exceflive punifhment, on the part of the overfeer: 
for, by the 3d regulation, it would be the intereft of the 
attorney to inquire into their complaints, and redrefs them, 
and not, as at prefent, to wink at their oppreffion; and by 
this regulation, he would be at hand and have time to do 
his duty. The flaves alfo would not be precluded by 
diftance, from preferring their own complaints. This fu- 
perintendance of punifhments, was qne of the caufes that 
contributed to the increafe on an eftate mentioned in the 
preceding chapter. : 

8. Leta fmall part of the cane-lands be difmantled and 
turned into provifion-grounds for the flaves. 

The great want of provifions, which the flaves experience, 
has been amply explained in Chap. 1V. It has been proved 
that thofe who have land enough allowed them have not 
fufficient time to cultivate it; but that evil will be removed 
by the introduction of tafk-work (Regul. 6.), and thole who 
have little or no land will poffefs it by the prefent. ‘This 


- would be particularly ufetul, becaufe provifions razed, fays 


Botham, feed negroes better than any dry or other provi- 
fions imported. \t would alfo preferve them from fallmg off 
as they do at prefent. Epidemics, fays Coor, are more fa- 
tal to poor and ill fed, than to well fed, hearty flaves. But 
one fatal epidemic prevailed while he was in Jamaica. It 
attacked all ranks of whites and blacks, and generally poor, 
ill fed negroes died of it. Few well fed negroes died of it, 
and not one white man. Nor need the planters be afraid 
that the difmantling of the canes for provifion-land, will rob 
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them of their former profits. If a hundred negroes culti- 
vate as many acres of canes, and fifty acres be deducted for 
_ their fupport, it is not improbable but that the fifty in canes, 
with the labour of a hundred perfons, may produce as much 
as the hundred acres before ; for a hundred labourers are. 
better able to cultivate and improve fifty, than twice the 
number of acres, and the earth will remunerate in propor- 
tion to the toil and improvement beftowed upon it. Of this 
we may adduce a ftriking inflance, from Fitzmaurice. He 
obferves that a gentleman had two eftates in Clarendon, one 
of which Mr Fitzmaurice managed. This gentleman had 
too few negroes for both eftates, but fufficient for one. He 
however cultivated both. They produced him together 150 
hogtheads of fugar per annum. He became in debt, and his 
negroes fuffered. At length, changing his plan, he dif- 
mantled one of his eftates, and put both the gangs on the 
other. Thefe were then amply fufficient, and he is now 
making 400 hhds, that is 250 more hhds per year upon thts 





one eftate, than upon both together before, and is now a clear 
man. This regulation then would tend to the proprietor’s 
benefit, as well as to the increafe of the flaves. 

g- Let every encouragement be given to the moral and 
religious inftruction of the flaves. 

A deficiency in this particular, appears throughout the 
whole of the evidence. There has been, however, here 
and there, a folitary inftance of a contrary nature, in the 
knowledge of Coor, Forfter, Captain Smith, Duncan, and 
Fitzmaurice ; and thefe declare, that where fuch moral and. 
religious inftruction have been encouraged, the flaves have 
fhewn a better difpofition and behaviour, that they have alfo 


| paid a more general attention to marriage, and that they 


have zncreafed more by the births. 

|. Having now mentioned the principal regulations which 
the evidence fuggefts, in addition to thofe recommended in 

| the former chapter, for producing a natural increafe of the 

| flaves, it is plain that were all thofe regulations combined, 

| and generally enforced in the colonies, that increafe would 

be proportionably accelerated. 
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CH A Pep me LV. 


Whether the Colonifts could carry on the necefjary Culti- 
vation of their Lands, without a fre/b Importation of 
Slaves while this increafe was becoming effective; or, in 
~ other Words, while the Generation immediately fucceed- 
ing thefe Regulations were growing up to Supply the na- 
tural Deaths of the Slaves of all Ages, now in their 


Poffeffion. 
‘Ohi kent queftion may be anfwered from what has appeared 


in fome of the preceding chapters. 

Slaves have been fhewn to have been wounded by the 
watchmen, in ftealing provifions, to which they have been 
impelled by hunger ; but as, by fome of the foregoing re- 
gulations, they would be fufficiently fed, (and where they 
have been fufficiently fed, the evidence has fhewn that they 
have not ftolen at all), thofe watchmen would become unne- 
ceffary as fuch, and might be turned into the effective field- 
gangs. 

It has appeared alfo, that where tafk-work is introduced 
the whip is unneceffary : hence the drivers, whofe only bu- 
finefs is to force labour, (and of whom there are four or five, 
fays Coor, to every 100 flaves), might themfelves be convert- 
ed into field-Jabourers. y 

It has been fhewn too, that, in confequence of their being 
better fed, according to fome of the regulations fuggetted, 
they would be far Jets liable to fuffer from epidemics ; and 
it is evident, that, being better fed, lefs worked and harrai- 
fed by the whip, that is, in every refpect better ufed, their 
lives would be proportionably prolonged. 

Tt has likewile appeared, that two flaves, affifled by the 
plough, do the work of thirty without it; and that in the 
earthing up of the canes, two flaves ufing the Eaft-Indian 
implement mentioned, would do the work of ten with the hoe. 

From the prefent compulfive and oppreflive fyftem, it has 
appeared in evidence, that numbers of flaves run away, and 
are laid up fickly. But the regulations would put an end 
to thefe evils, and the gangs, not being delerted and thin- 
ned as before, would become more efhcient in ftrength and 
number. 

This ftrength and this number would be rendered ftill 
more effeGtive, by the affiftance and labour of fuch, ps we 
lave 
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have feen, are under the prefent fyftem, often crippled or 
badly wounded by the watchmen. From the above then it 
appears, 

t. ‘That on the day the importation fhoulde eafe, the co- 
Jonifts by incorporating the watchmen and drivers in their 
field-gangs, would have an additional number (and that a 
confiderable one) of feafoned hands, by which they would 
be compenfated for the natural deaths of the working flaves, 
during at leaft a part of the time in which the rifing gene- 
ration were growing up for labour. 

2. That the natural deaths of the working flaves would 


I) be greatly and progreflively retarded, from that day, and 
I} could not poffibly happen fo frequently as before. 


3. That, taking into confideration the retarding of the 
deaths of the working flaves, and the augmenting of their 
| number, they might not, in three or four years be fo redu- 
ced, but that their numbers might be then equal to what it 
was on the day of {topping the importation, when the whole 





were not thus called into employ. 

4. That even if no augmentation could be made to the 
number of working flaves, and their natural deaths were as 
frequent as befure, it by no means follows that the cultiva- 
tion need be impeded till the rifing generation could grow 
up; becaufe a much lefs number of hands, aflifted by cat- 
_ tle and the implements mentioned, would evidently do much 
more work than a greater, under the prefent fyf{tem. 
| In thort, after the circumftances ftated, and confidering — 
| alfo that there is now in the colonies a feries of Creoles of 
_ all ages, ready to fupply fucceffively the places of many that 
| would go off by natural death, no man can rationally {up- 
| pofe, that the number of working flaves could ever be redu- 
ced fo low, while the rifing generation were growing up, as 





| not to be as fully adequate to the cultivation of the colonies, 
as they are at prefent. Mr Botham fays, that by means of 
two-thirds, nay even one-half of the prefent force (and he 
{peaks experimentally) the iflands might be much better cul- 
| vated under certain regulations, than under what he terms, 
| the prefent miferable management: and yet the regulations 
fuggeited by Mr Botham are not fo numerous as thofe dedu- 
| ced from the evidence, in the preceding chapters. 
If, however, any one fhould difpute this point, he muft 
be told, that the colonifts have yet many other refources. 
They have generally, in the firft place, a number of domef- 
tic flaves chat are fupernumerary and ufele!s. They have a 
} great number of fuperfluous demeftics at Barbadoes, fays 
Woodward, 








of the efficient hands under the former wretched fyftem - 
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Woodward, in town and country. Mr Giles thinks half 
the domeftics of Grenada and Montferrat unneceflary. Lieu- 
tenant Davifon has known, in Jamaica, from twelve to twen- 
ty domeftics in a hou'e, where half the number would have 
done as well. Dr Jackfon too obferves, that there are 
three times more domeftics in Jamaica than would be in 
England, for the fame work ; and Jeffreys, {peaking of thofe 
in the fame ifland, fays they are too many ; they are a nui- 
fance from their numbers. Hence it is clear, that were it 
poflible a failure of hands for the field could take place be- 
fore the afligned epocha arrived, many domeftics might be 
fpared, without any inconvenience, for field-labour. Nor 
would this change be at all difagreeable to many of them: 
for we have feen their lives often. rendered milerable, by 
being conftantly under the eye, and fubjeét to the caprice of 
their mafters and miftrefles. “Coor, indeed, has often heard 
many of.them fay, that they would.rather be under the 
field-hardfhips, than in the houfe. 

This refource, though very confiderable, is yet not the 
only one the planters are poflefled of : for many of the flaves 
are coopers, carpenters, mill-wrights, copperfiniths, black- 
{miths, and the like, all of whom could perform field la- 
bour, and their places, if neceffary, be fupplied by white 
men, who, if temperate, would not fuffer in their health. 
Land furveying, fays Terry, is exceedingly laborious in 
the Weft Indies, and yet he followed it for feven years, 
without injury to his health. He has often feen white mill- 
wrights at work in the fun, whofe health did» not fuffer. 
"There are alfo white coopers and black{miths there, but the 
former only dire€t negroes working under them. Lieute- 
nant Davilon is fure whites, if temperate, could, without 
material injury, do any kind of out-door work. It is well 
known that the fhip-wrights and other tradefinen in the 
king’s yard, Port-Royal, often work all day long, and he 
never knew them unhealthier than people in general. White 
artificers do work at their trades in the Weit Indies, with- 
out materially hurting their health, Captain Cook has no 
doubt, and he {peaks from many inftances, that white peo- 
ple, by habits of temperance and regularity of hours, might 
bring themfelves to go through nearly as much labour and 
fatigue in the Weft Indies, as any people whatever. Mr 

_ Clappefon thinks the whites, if temperate, are able to la- 
bour in Jamaica. He fays no people work harder than the 
Englith failors there : and Dr Jackfon apprehends, as ame- 
dical man, that white men may work as artificers, in the 
Weft Indies, without any material detriment to their health. 
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CHAP. XV. 


Whether there be not a prevailing opinion in the Colonics, 
that it 1s cheaper to buy or import flaves than thus to 
increafe them by Population.—And whether the very 
reverfe of this opinion be not true; namely, that it is. 
more projitable to breed than to import. 


HAT fuch an opinion prevails in the colonies is tod 
evident. Dalrymple, Captain Wilfon, Harrifon, and» 
Sir George Young, all affirm, that in their time it was 
thought by fome planters.to:be cheaper to buy than to breed. 
The prevalence of the fame notions alfo confirmed by o- 
thers. Mr Rees was informed that the planters did not» 
think it worth their while to breed more than they did.. The 
buying fyftem is faid by Dr Jackfon to have been generally 
preferred. Captain Hall fays, the planters efteemed the 
charge of rearing a child to maturity, more troublefome and ° 
greater than buying a flave fit for work, and the fame 
opinion is deferibed as prevailing by Fitzmaurice, Duncan, 
and Davifon. As a farther proof of the exiftence of fuch a 
notion, we may refer to the calculations. made upon thefe 
occafions. If a negroe lafted a certain time, fays Baillie, his: 
death was accounted nothing,; This time is deferibed by 
Fitzmaurice to be feven* years. Captain Giles alfo heard . 
the term of feven-years affixed for: the exiftence of a gang. 
| of negroes, which he faw,. and‘ we find a man of the name 
of Yemman, by Captain Scott’s account, reducing his cal-- 
culation to four years, treating his flaves moft cruelly, and 
faying that four-years labour of a negro was-enough for him}, 
for that be then had bis pennyworth out of bim,. and he did not 
care what became. of him afterwards.:- 
As this notion is fo fatal to:population, and is indeed evi- 
dently one grand fource from whence the prefent evils in. 
the colonial fyftem {privg, it will be proper to examine the 
evidence, to fee if we cannot fhew the reverfe of it to be 
true. 
‘There is one circumftance that leads us ffrongly to fufpect 
that it isnot fo. well founded as its general prevalence fhould 
ib A warrant, 
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warrant, which is, that one-third of all that are bought die in 
the feafoning. ‘This feafoning is not a diftemper, but is the 
time an African takes to be fo habituated to the colonial 
labour, as to be counted an effective fupply. 

Some planters, fays Woolrich, who have bought lots of 
flaves, have informed him, that they have loft one-third of 
of them or more in the firft year of their feafoning. 

Mr Terry ftates, that very confiderable lofles were com- 
mon among the newly imported Africans. One-third die 
within the firft year. Of a lot of fix, bought by himéelf, 
two died within the firft year, and at the end of five years 
two only furvived. 

Mr Forfter recolleéts a planter, who bought thirty new 
negroes, and loft them all within the year. 

Mr Fitzmaurice, in the laft four years he was in Jamaica, 
bought ninety-five new negroes. At the end of that time, 
he fold fifty-two, all that were then alive, and thofe not 
feafoned. Had he kept them till feafoned, he fhould have 
loft more, and for this very reafon he fold them. He thinks, 
on an average, at leaft one-third of the new negrocs im- 

orted, die in the firft three years. 

Though this circumftance would induce us to think that 
it was cheaper to rear than to buy a flave, (for in eftimating 
the price given for one that is bought, not only the prime 
coft is to be confidered, but a third more is to be added to 
it, with various other circumftances) ; yet, as fufficient data 
are not to be found in the evidence to enable us to come to 
a calculation, we muft be content to abide by the facts that 
follow : 

Thofe eflates, fays Forfter, which bought the greateft 
number of new negroes, were not thought to be the mott 
flourifhing. It was exa&tly the rever/e. 

On an eftate, which Mr Coor knew, the proprietor was 
often buying lots of twenty, thirty, or forty flaves, and yet 
this man by ill ufing them, (which ri] ufage 1s infeparably 
connected with the buying fyftem), faffered a reduCtion both in 
the number of his negroes and the produce of his eftate, fo 
that from good circumftances 47s credit was in eleven years 
reduced to a low ebb. 

Captain Scott was prefent at the fale of Yemman’s proper- 
ty, the perfon mentioned to have adopted the fyitem of buy- 
ing in preference to that of breeding, and working his ne- 
groes up in the fpace of four years. 

Lieutenent Davifon believes owners of flaves are very 
commonly zrvo/ved with Guinea merchants; for they often © 
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{tay on the eftates all the week, except Sundays, wth their 
gates always locked. 


S 
‘Vhe dependance on the imported flaves, fays the Rev. Mr ‘4 

t 

P 





Davis, certainly contributed fo embarra/i planters. 

Mr Woolrich, who is qualified to give the hiftory of 
_ Tortola in this particular, fays, that when he firft went 
| there, there were but few flaves, and that at this time the 
| planters were in good credit, and none of them involved in 
debt. In about three or four years, however, after his ar- 
rival there, fome Guinea ihips came down with cargoes of E 
flaves. ‘The planters in general bought: many of the new 
negroes died in the feafoning, and Guinea fhips coming down 
time after time, the planters bought to fupply their places. y 
This continuing, many of them got much into debt, by . 
purchating flaves on credit, and were obliged to mortgage 
their eftates and flaves to merchantsin England. He has y 
| never known a planter, who thus mortgaged, pay off the V7 
debt. Some in confequence have been obliged to have them 
fold by auction, much under value, and he has known others, 
even obliged to become overfeers where they were proprietors 
before. Since he left Tortola. be has been informed, ‘by 
means of corref{pondence, or feeing, fome perfon from the 
land, (which is generally the cafe once a-year) of its an- 
nual {tate to the prefent time. The laft information repre- 
fented the planters to be in very diftrefled circumftances. 
Divers of their eftates, mortgaged in England. have been 
fold at public vendue upon very low terms, becaufe few 
were able to pay for them, and the general credit fo low 
| with the planters, that but few could obtain the neceflaries 
they wanted trom the ftores kept there by reafon of their 
debts to the Englifh merchants. It has been his opinion for 
many years, that the xaneceffary purchafe of <frican flaves q ees 
| has been the main caufe of therr embarraf/ments, and the ac- » ee 
cumulation of their debts. ‘ie is fure that feven-eights of ; 














| them would have been za much better circum/lances, \f they 
| had not bought any negroes during the time of his refidence 
| there, but had u/fed tho/e they had with humanity and care. 
To the above accounts we may fubjoin the following from 
Mr Savage. In the year 1739, he obferves, a duty was laid 
| in Carolina on the importation of flaves, which amounted to 
a prohibition, and which continued to 1744. ‘Fhe purcha/e 
of new negroes having invelved the planters greatly in debt was 
the reafun why the Legiflature lard it. 
Thefe are fome of the circumftances, which are intended 
to fhew, that the reverfe of the notion or opinion mentioned, 
is 
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Impolicy of extending the Cultivation of 


is true, that is to fay, that it is cheaper to breed than to im: 
port. Others are, that wherever eftates are mentioned in 
the evidence as flourifhing, and the proprietors of them as 
clear men, it is where they have adopted the principle of 
breeding, and of treating the flaves they have had with hu. 
manity and care.* It may alfo be added here from the evi- 
dence, that the breeding of flaves was confidered fo prof- 
table in fome parts of America, that people be/d them for 
this purpofe alone, independently of any profpec&t from the 
fruits of their labour. 
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XVI. 


Whether it be more politic to extend the cultivation of the 
Colonies by the Continuance of the Slave-Trade, or wait 
till the rifing Generation Jball be capable of performing 
it.. 


R IRVING ftates, by means of official papers from 

the Cuftom-houfe, that the Britith Weft India Iflands, 
in their prefent ftate, produce annually a greater quantity 
of fugar and rum than is requifite for the confumption of 
Great Britain, her immediate dependencies, and the king- 
dom of Lreland, and, toextend the cultivation, he confiders 
to be very impolitic, for two reafons : 

Firft, -becaufe fuch extenfion can only be made from Bri- 
tifh capitals, which might be employed in carrying on and: 
extending the manufactures, commerce, and agriculture of 
the mother country 5. but which muft thus be transferred to. 
the moft vulnerable parts of the empire, and there invefted. 
in purfuits, which do not appear to him to be productive of 
a profit to the proprietor, or of advantage to the public, 
in any degree adequate to the precarious fituation in which 
fuch property ftands, from the contingencies of climate and. 
of war: for, if but one ifland fhould be loft, it is a complete 
lofs of fo much capital to. the empire: and Mr Irving fhews 

: their 

* Many other advantages appear by the evidence to refult from the 
fyftem. of breeding flaves and ufing them weli. Suicide and rebellion 
are peculiar to the imported flaves. Hence the peace of mind and ine 


tereft of the proprietor are materially concerned, and it fully appears: — 
that fuch flaves.do much more work than others in the fame time,. 
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their extremely hazardous fituation, by the capture of fix of 
them, and the final feparation of Tobago in the late war. 

Secondly, Becaufe the fugar and rum to be produced by 
extending the cultivation (the prefent cultivation being more 
than fufficient for the demand of England and her depen- 
dencies) muft’be exported to foreign ftates. This, fays Mr 
Irving, is exceedingly impolitic; for the {ugar made in the 
French iflands can be afforded (which he fhews by official 
papers) fo much cheaper than the Britifh, that, in order to 
enable the planters to fell it at the fame price as their rivals, 
Government muft give large and deftructive bounties. Mr 
Irving even ftates, and this again officially, that, in the moft 
favourable period for the Britith iflands, viz. before the late 
war, the French planters were able to fell their fugars from 
twenty to thirty per cent. cheaper than the Britith planters; 
and he conceives it to be a maxim thoroughly eftablifhed in 
national commerce, that it is unwife to pufh forward by mo- 
nopolies, reftri€tive regulations, or bounties, any branch of 
commerce or manufactures, which cannot be carried on, af. 
ter a fair trial, within fifteen per cent. of the prices of other 
rival countries. 

To the above reafons, given by Mr Irving, we may add, 
that the extenfion of the cultivation, by means of purcha- 
fing new flaves, muft be exceeedingly impolitic, if we bear 
in mind the evidence adduced in the preceding chapter: in- 
afmuch as it muft be, as it ever has been, attended with 
debts, mortgages, and ruin. 

Now, if the above arguments fhould, in the opinion of 
the reader, fully prove the impolicy of the meafure of car- 
rying the cultivation beyond its prefent bounds by means of 
the prefent fyftem, it will be very eafy to evince the policy 
of doing it by means of the rifing generation of flaves, and 
by them alone * This will appear, firft, becaule the breed- 
ing of flaves where it has been attended to as an object, has 
been fhewn to increa/e the proprietor’s capital : for this rea- 
fon, therefore, and trom the circumftance of the flaves be- 
ing in this cafe the growth of ‘the eftates, and not, as b 
the former fyftem, purchafed, no capital need be drawn from 
the mother country, to the hazard and detriment defcribed. 
Secondly, becaufe thofe eftates mentioned in the evidence, 

. ; upon 


* Sir George Young ftates his belief, that if the flave-trade were 
| abolished, end every proper regulation adopted, to encourage the 
| breeding of negroes in the Welt-Indies, the ftock of negroes would gra- 
| dually increate, fo as tobe «> te to the clearing and cultivation of 
| all the iflands, to the full extent of which they are capable, 
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upon which the breeding fyflem has been moft attended to, 
are almoft univerfally noticed, with this remark, namely, 
that they had ‘* got out of debt,” or ‘‘ were flouri/hing,” or 
<< were making money.’ Now, if eftates get out of debt, 
or flourifh, where the negroes are bred, where the reverfe 
is the cale, where they are purchafed, it can only be be- 
caufe the fyftem of cultivating by means of population muft 
be cheaper than in the other way: hence the Britith plant- 
ers would be enabled, wathout any deftrudiive bounties from 
Government to meet their rivals on an equal or perhaps a 
a more favourable footing in foreign markets. It is evident 
allo from the expr: fions mentioned above to have been an- 
nexed to thofe eftates where attention was paid to breeding, 
that the planters would cultivate, in this cafe, to ‘her own 
certain emolument, and not, as in the prefent fyftem, to their 
equally certain embarraffment and ruin. 

Having now mentioned the principal faéts contained in 
the evidence offered to Parliament by the petitioners of 
Great Britain, to behalf of the abolition of the flave-trade, 
we cannot clofe this compilation better than in the words of 
Mr Hercules Rofs: he tays, ‘‘ finally as the refult of his 
“ obfervations and moft jerious reflection, he hefitates not to 
‘* fay, that the trade for flaves ought to be abolithed, not 
‘€ only as contrary to found policy, but to the laws of God 
“ and nature; and were it poflible, by the prefent inquiry, 
“© to convey ajuft knowledge of the extenfive mifery it oc- 
‘< cafions. every kingdom of Europe muft unite iv calling 
© on their Legiflarures to abolith the inhuman traffic. ‘This 
“ isnot ahafty nor a new fentiment, formed on the pre- 
“ fent dilcuffion, which has, in no refpect, influenced his 
« judgment. The fame opinion he publicly delivered fe- 
“« venteen years ago in Kingfton, Jamaica, ina fociety form- 
“ed of the firft characters of the place, on debating the 
“ following queftion, (propofed, he thinks, by the late Mr 
“© Thomas Hibbert, who had been forty or fifty years the 
«© moft eminent Guinea fa¢tor there) ‘* Whether the trade 
“© to Africa for flaves was confiftent with found policy, the 
<¢ Jaws of nature, and morality ?”’ This difcuffion occupied 
¢ feveral meetings, and at laft it was determined by a ma- 
“ jority, That the trade to Africa for flaves, was neither 
** confifient with found policy, the laws of nature, and mora- 
$= Hity,?? 
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